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PKEFACEi 



«  1 1 I ■} n ii> II 



TmB fi^flwrhig pn^es am a part of a 
series of notes, written during a tour 
ibrcmg/k HoBaii<^ Handersr wd Fraace, 
ID Jjikf, August, aad Sefktember last. 

The puUkatiab of ttvefm in the present 
^ml waa aaggesled hj a [lersuasioQ of 
the intereKb of ewij ebcainstaik^e ccxoh 
nected vith Wateiiaa; and l^ a feeling 
that my ovn estimate of that wonderful 
"fidd^ howeirer high before, has been in- 
cakulabiy exalted by my visit to its 
aoene» and my intercourse with many of 
its gallant soldiers. Sold would the 
writer be who shouM presume to think, 
that any thing originating sdth himsdf. 
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c^ould deepen the public impression of 
Waterloo. But any one who felt as he 
ought, may •* teU the tale, as it was 
told to him;* encouraged by the assur- 
ance, that an intelligible account of what 
he could not fwl to siee and hear, must 
possess intrinsic value enough to plead 
his apology for laying it before the pub- 

lie. 

My infotmation was drawn from the 
most authentic sources, either, on the 
memorable spot, or subsequently in Pa- 
ris, where it was my good fortune to be 
much in the society of military men- 

As I have referred occasionally to the 
accounts of the battle by the Duke of 
Wellington, Marshal Blucher, (Tcheral 
Alava, Bonaparte, and Marshal Ney, it 
has been judged right to append these 
' iihportant documents. 

The engraved Plan is a copy of one 
published in Brussels, from accurate sur- 



>qr ; 4^ bjr £|r the iiBMist i^wSactmy 
wkkh I hMmd ^wen. 

My descaiptaon is neeesaaidly liteiHei 
«iid. partial. It if « timtiist^s pistiiig 
sketcA^ nat a ciicumstaiitial mUitaiy de^ 
tail. I hare not a daxbt, that oiuch aB 
I have heaird, I have atiU a great ikal 
more to hear. Zf^ therefore^ i|i the ineiy 
inadequate account which I have ven^ 
taml to give of some^iti^iidng incidents, 
I jurre omitted a^y iof the Aotors imme- 
diataljr eoncamedy I have no o&er plea 
tjian the imperfection^ ao &r, of my 
faiowledge* At the same time» the mem 
posflil^tf ^f mich ondadoii irauid he 
BO good reaiM»n for suppsessiiig Anf pait 
el", the wiA vdudhed poMve inifbrmaXaon 
which L did obtain. 

It was to be expected that I should 
hear more of the minuter history of the 
regiments of my dwn country, than of 
tliose in which I did not ^njoy the ad- 
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Tantageof a single acquaintance; and 
I am quite aware, that my narrative has 
thereby contracted a strong national cha^ 
racten But at the siame tiine^ I have 
Attempted to convey, what I strongly^ 
feel, an unqualified impression of. the 
valour and constancy of the Men of 
Waterloo, without distinction of British 
or Continental ; and have recited with 
unfeigned delight, several anecdotes to 
the exclusive honour of the warriors of 
England and Ireland; besides having 
reason to know that I have said nothing 
of the soldiers of Scotland, but what is 
borne out by the universal testifnOnv of 
friends and foes. I have, therefore, sub- 
mitted this observation more in the spi* 
rit of explanation than apology. 



Edinburgh, ^th Oct. 1815. 
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VISIT TO FLANDERS, &c. 



CHAPTER L 



ANTWERP. 



CWemecfe Focoii, one of the hospitala ixfwomdci 
Sritish'^Ld Corderie^ the hospUal ofwdfumulf 
ed French^^CUaiel''^ Convicts in chains'^ 
Wounded ^^ficers^^Highlanders in Antwerp 
'^^Dodcs of Ncgpote&nF^View from the tower 
of the Cathedrdl'^Stpeets arid houses of Ant- 
werp-^Cathedraly and Uanks left for the pic- 
tures of Rubens expand to be restored. 

^FTEB a fiiur days passage from Leitb, and 
a short but delightful tour through the most 
interesting part of Holland,— from Rotterdam 
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2 AUTWSXP* 

by the Hague, Lejrden, and Haarlem, to Am- 
sterdam; and south again by Utrecht and 
Breda,— I entered Flanders at Le Coin D^ Ar- 
gent on the 27th July, and in' a few hours ar- 
rived at AmtwftpL 

Much of the novel feeling of first treading 
the long interdicted Continent had worn off; 
and I had even become so much familiarized, 
as to travel many a straij^ht mile on Napoleon^s 
great chauss£e of granite, with hardly a glance 
bestowed upon the little varymg scenery on 
ether side of it But in our progress tl^eie 
Si oeeur phees^ espeosUy towns, s» Uiflak 
m interBStiiig assockUaioiM^ sa id^Hifiad with 
«iir infHwmoofi <rf'FFaiidhf»eMBMBe ai^ 
•o^ i6sent)jr Ae Isir <tf the dunulf id mmster 
just hunted dowm tba^ it was imjiofBtble to 
appigadb them wiUunil the most engras^ing 
sensations ;—«avidity to survey them closely; 
a certain increase of pulse on entering th^ 
lately impalcable gates ; and a large share of 
natioMl pride because a visit, ao long daager- 
was at length anafe safe; and the visiton 



KoiHfcd iwidi a «ort ^ co j jfli j lcrtitiqp even, on 
icooiuit 0f their otmntry. 

N9 plaee df sls^eiqith nsd imimrtiMoe ooga^ 
flioBeH tiles? fiieliii^ mofe than Antwerp; 
wfaoie veiy mwie we iuiire long connected widi 
M undefined ideaof danger to Engknd ; and 
vtbidi we knew to be the fairourite, jealously 
gua^M) and aloapdt mysterious offidna, where 
flomethbg very Irettiendous was forging against 
IMS Igr an enemy, whose neaAS invariidily ex* 
ceeded our utmost oaleiilatiQiia. These eonsi* 
derations a»uch inereaaed the intensity of my 
goae at the broad ditches, Hnes, and bastions 
irf* that ahao(A impr^aUe fikee ; and gave 
a double effect in xmaginaticm to the eannon 
wUcb punted on Ae long bridges ; till, on 
arriving at the gate, I sttw the first proof df 
t|(e aatkftetory rfiange of times, a guard of 
\the j^th isegimeni; of our own trust»worthy 
country. 

After the verification of my passport at the 
office of the police, I was imich surprised to 
hear my name called out in very friandlj Eng- 
lish^ as I was crossbglliegittatsqtiare iaftmit 
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4^ the Hotel de ViUe. To my great satisfiic* 
tion, I saw ny friends, Dr. SomerviUe, in* 
spector general of military hospitals in Scot* 
land, and Dr. Thomson, professor of militarj- 
surgery in Edinburgh ; who had; with' an eiw 
terprise and benevolence most cre^table to 
themselves, set' out for this country of wounds 
immediately on hearing of the brittle of Wa* 
terloo. The great body of wounded at Brus-: 
sels, had for a considerable time occupied theo^ 
attention ; and they had now come to Ant*^ 
werp in prosecution of their investigatii)li8. 
As they bad visited a near relative of my own^ 
severely wounded at Quatre Bras*, my first 
inquiry was naturidly about his progress; 
when, equally to iny surprise and rdlief, they 
informed 'me that he had a short time befc»^ 
obtained leave to return to England, in a fair 
way of recoveiy ; and that they had heard dT 
bis arrival in London« 

* Captain in the first foot guards, now created grenadier 
guafdt,in ipewtrd for their hiving diftated Uie gxenadlerff 
•ftbb fV«nch imperial guarit 
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The pennanent objects of the traveller's at- 
tention in. Flanders and Fnmee, si^ered a 
postponement, in this eventful year, to the 
marvels of the juncture whidi had oocurred in 
these oomtries. I was now in the region of 
Wattfloo ; . with an interest in its wondrous 
d&Mnegrowing«s I advanced; andhadreach^ 
cd the first d^y where the details of its only 
yesHexday horrors, sufferings, and glories, ba^ 
inshed every other topie of Gonyersatian* Some 
thousands of the wounded. actually ii) Antr 
^merp, many public buUdingscoir^erted int. 
kMfatals, and mimy more private houses de- 
voted to the same use, with all that the brave 
aofferiers loved to rekte each of his own shajce 
in the fpteat day,-— it was m effect tp be in die 
field itself, to be at this time in .Antwerp ; and 
the interest of seeing the wounded: was ex^ 
hanoed by being . in the company of two of 
their most skilful, zealous, and justly popular 
friends. 

A stronger impulse than that which prompts 
M. visit.merely of sympathy and admiration tP 
the brave in the comparative comfort of a well 



Mgulated hospitat«-« muh to taive life iir fid- 
ligtte anguisfay woiiid uvge one into the niidft 
of the newly created faorvors of a field of bat^ 
de. Fortunately ftir our eounfrymoEi, tins 
impulae was promptly obeyed by the humane 
mliabitants of BrusBek.; mid many a.soldiar 
owed lus life to the speedy resort of individuals 
to the dreadful scene. 

It would have been only less insensible than 
passing themby in the fidd, to have declined 
an (^pcM^unity of visiting in hospital the mem 
who had purchased with their limbs, the 
mighty victory with which the world resound^ 
«d.— -Nor can any degree of excitement bo 
iaia^ned higher, than that occasioned by tfaa 
absolute presence of so striking a feature tt 
the battle as its wounded ; with the consolsb 
tion that their sufferings afe e^ery day dimi« 
aisliilig, and that they ane reaping the ad van 
tages of a system not exceeded in any branch 
of the multifarious economy of the great oouiw 
^ which their firmness and valour has made 
to triumph. Hany a zealous labourer in the 
kilitary hosptals, with perhaps the gratitude 
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dPhis patients or his o^m rtfleotions lib onfy 
xeivaxd, Ium be^ii hBtoA to regret that the ooutu 
tsy knowft so Utd<B of, or eares so little fer those 
jsMe momuxieiitB of the combinatioii) the ge* 
sius, and the $kM of the professors of the heB|>> 
lag art Yet there is no road inofv certun la 
the fermation of a just and h^ estimate df 
<n]r bountry, than an introdnction totheint^- 
lior economy of its grander institutions. There 
ii a healthy vigour in eWry branch, whidi re* 
&rd all toone sn^taimng root of freedom, of 
light, and of energy ; nor is there any better 
foundatioiv for true patriotiem, than an extend- 
ed knowledge of the wonderful detail. 

Something, if posnble, beyond the or£nary 
€»re for the siek and hurt, appeared to me to 
antinate all ranks of medical men, for the 
irounded ci Waterloo ; and thmr aseal. maile 
aoL d]stincti<Mi between their countrymen and 
Iheir enemies. 

I accompanied my friends to an hospital of 
800 Britush wounded, whith they visited in the 
wening. Nothing could be better fitted for its 
piirpoee. One of the finest barracks perbags 
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in Einope, called the Caserne de Faeonj bu3t 
hj Bonaparte for the destined plunderers dF 
London, was immediately avaUable for the 
comfortable reception of their wounded ooii* 
qu^ors. The latter w^re further indebted to 
him for the industry with which he had fitted 
up all the contents of Aiitwerp as barracks ; 
nothing could be vtiore convenient and satisfac- 
tory than their easy conversion into faosfntals, 
with the best possible accommodation: There 
'was no end, through my whole tour, to the oc- 
currence of striking examples of that reverwd 
of French dfistinksy which the times had pro- 
duced, 

• The scene was now divested of its more hor* 
rifying features. Ther^ was a general air of 
comfort and comparative etfse in the accom* 
modations, clothing, and appearance of the 
men ; and the satisfactory assurance was stv 
peradded that in general they were doing weO. 
' Nothing therefore prevented the casual visitor 
from experiencing the peculiar interest of the 
■scene, and connecting it with the battle ; ndr 
could any thing be imagined more strikii% 



fium <iie l^^t of the heds^ and fatndagtt, and 
cnitehes of the wotnded ; except actually tfast 
of the ^ves of the obafi, on the memondble 
field itself. We knew that the intended poet 
rf Watcdoo was shortly to Tisit Antuvrp and 
Briisaek; and anticipated mnch from his see* 
Hg the bosfiitals. In the variety of aspectsin 
which ^ scaie would appear to different de^ 
aeriptkms of Tisitors, its poetical featnties are 
not &e least striking ; and oomluning the a& 
fyctiag spectacle with the field where the nun 
tas wrought^ such a poet oouldapt have.£ul» 
ed inja descr^on of the utmost beauty and 
pathos. In needed not poetical kis|»ration9 
however, to fed intensdy the ocoanon ; and 
hard would his heart be, whooould have gone 
t)u!OU|^ tile ranges of the beds, and seen so 
tumy bra^e men unable to rise, «o many limp* 
ing or ete^ing about ; so many arms in slings 
and heack bound up ; and withal, sudi perfect 
patience amd order ; and glanced in thought 
1^ the stupendous boon to mankind, of wbidi 
. thb scene of suffering was the price, without 
a tribute of emotion almost overpowering^ 

3 
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With many of the men, whom I was as^ 
sured it did not disturb, there wb$ no resist- 
ing the temptation of conwrsing. A etrangev 
was a kind of* novelty to them ; and they were 
inost naturally solicitous to know, that their 
deed. «od tbeir mifferings wer« duly app». 
dated.-— ^^ What do they say of us at home ?" 
was several times asked. And a most liberal 
assurance, that th^ unequalled merit had 
ample justice 'done to it by their countrymen, 
seemed very gratifying' to them. Out of doots, 
ill a large court-yard, were great numbers .lof 
the more shgfatly hurt and the convalelseent; 
and we were enabled to distinguish our own 
countrymen by their bonnets. They came 
about us in numbers, the moment they heard 
Scotland mentioned. It was a refi^shmen^ 
they said, tphear its name. <^ They hoped 
they had not disgraced it^ To a man, how*, 
ever, they rejected any Exclusive praise on their: 
own account : << They did no more than jtbeir 
duty ( and so did every regiment which waft: 
there.'' r: 



 r^iaa^V^ .*«-.• 
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* ^be contentment and cheerfulness of these 
brave men, were Tcry aftecting. Eyery one 
gave an answer, in which there was resigna- 
tion or hope^ to inquiries how they were ; and 
there was a decency % of demeanor and good 
order^ which strongly marked the reasonable* 
ness and good sense of the respectable scddiery 
€jf our country. 

' Beyond the citadel is the Corderie, a build- 
ing constructed by Bonaparte as a rope^woik ; 
1300 feet long, to give space for the cable of 
a first-rate ship of war. It was fitted up as 
die hospital of about IQpO of his wounded 
acddiers^ prisoners of war. 
' A very different feeling from the minted 
ptty and admiration^ with which our wounded 
countrymen were 'visited,-«-4 little hesitiatioQ 
m mining with these ferocious and exasp^* 
ated men was not unnatural ; but, as a mch 
ment of the reality shewed, very unnecessary. 
Insult was certainly the utmost which a stran« 
g«r appr^ended ; but even this had no place, 
where all were engrossed with their own suf- 
ferings ; fumbled in a consciousness of their 



irretri^able defeat; aad witbal^ under «Mel- 
lent gurtdUanot and dwciplkife Thewbubi 
iiaoiense length of the place waa <ypen; and 
the beds "were anaoged uifour row% Uom end 
to end. We walked^ generallj vanottoed hf 
their oocupien, up aad down the ]teea bt*, 
tween; and equally disregarded^ fra^umtljr 
stept over a bed^ or passed between twc^ iriben 
going from one ptes^ge to another. It was inw 
possiUe to imagine two aspeots of human lot 
mans atriklngly eontrasted, yet more foroldir. 
asKiciated^ than the spectacle which these utii» 
fbrtunate entfaiisiaats presented nofr, aad th^^ 
confidence and fury but yesterday; tfaw sub^ 
missiye tranquillity in their flannel gowns ai:id 
caps in the hospital, and their ncnse and cah^ 
aaies in the field. 

Many caaeSj howerer^ were tuoh as to Atum 
aH the assocnadoos now described, and snbMa- 
tute unnm^ed pity in thar stead. Daalli 
was at work here, much more niamfes% tibaoa 
we had observed among the Eng^nh wounA> 
ed; Mmborless tuos^ n we passGd along^, 
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seemed hardly to retain signs of life ; a spec* 
tade tenfold aggravated, when the concomi- 
tant idea presented itself, that nature had 
maintained a struggle with anguish for a whole 
months to yield in the end, in circumstances 
compared to which instant death, in the field 
was happiness. The cases in the Frendi ho8« 
pital, were almost all worse than those in the 
Bjritish; this was especially true of the sabre 
wounds; a drcumstance which was attributed 
to the superic»r physical force of the British 
arm, lienred by revenge for the crueMes of 
the enemy, and by the enthuoasm of pur* 
suit' when the day was decided : but in truths 
much more naturally accounted for by the 
fact, that most of the slightly wounded of 
the enemy found means to escape from the 
field. 

We chanced to witness^ as we passed, the 
actual termination of one poor soldier^s su& 
ferings ; a moment delivering him, but im-* 
pressing the unpractised beholder in a man* 
n^ never to be forgotten. We had observed a 
vary miserable looking priest, with his book^ 
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Ttttdng several parts of Ike ynxd ; «d noir 
saw him fixed with folded hainlfl) muttmng^s^ 
pnajtep «t the foot of one oif the beds, wherft- 
the dbthes were thrown o^er the fiu» ^ thff: 
OQcupier. The latter had that iHomentbieaiAk 
ed' his last) Mter diead&il suffeiiligs. We 
stood unooveied to hear, and fey beeomki^ 
lespeet to the oerenony of blessiog tlie dealL 
The hourly report cS casualties soim fibUotMft 
us to ihe bioeau of the hospital. In it was thw 
death, at half-past niue o'cloeki Jl M. ci^^J^mi 
Baptistje KxHideur, of the yeung guaitl, >*0*^ 
twoQfty*twD years ;^— « yeath who- had aoK 
dottfated either of the easy trknuph of his Bum 
peror, or c^his own smrtval ait dieittdk of a xoaaw 
Aal of Franee ; who but yesterday eofitribute4 
his utmost strength tothediotrtsof theChnnfU 
de-Mai, and swelled the tide of self devotion 
at the fidd of Waterloo^-^^-now stretched Kfe- 
less on hts pallet, for the bad caiuse of tfaait \ia^ 
worthy chief, who eettainfy had h€ seeof tli# 
last moments, and listened to his own nanf 
en the dying lips of his detotee, wonld faaM 
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ioo moth occupied with Ae me)iDs<^ 
ttsviiigfthe unwounded remnant of his own dit- 
KoiMniifd days, to have spared other reflection 
^tan something about soUise or dtmmagf. No' 
asaodating pinciple of the most irresistiUe 
eoiitnst, ODuld more powerfully have recalled 
to oKOt minds the flight ahd surrender of Na- 
poleoR JBonaparte, than the shrill attd blessing 
nf ^ Jean JBaptiate 'Bronmur, de lajtune gardCf 
eg^ de vmgl^^dauD^ am,'" 

Tet did phrenetic eeal for the £raperor, in 

-^ese pomr creatures, seem to increase with 

'their .sufferings ; and in the face of the full 

^Imowledge of his sacrifice and desertion df 

i^Meau One man was pointed out, ^ho had 

tossed his amputated arm in the air, with^ 

leeUe shout of «< tive tEmpevem'^ Another, 

irt the moment of the prepsoations to lilGe off 

his leg, dedared, that there was^something he 

•knew of «^ich woidd cure him on the sp€%, 

smd save his limb and the opefaCor'strouMe. 

When asked to expUin this strange remaxty 

he jaid, «< a sight of the Emperor r iThe itik 

liisp^Ewable amputation did not save hm; be 
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died inthe8urge(m*8 bands; and his last irard^ 

stedfiutly looking on his own blood, were, that 

he would cheerfully shed the last drop m hiar 

.▼einS) for the great Napoleon ! A angularly 

wild and almost poetic fancy, was die form u 

which a third bore his testimony'; he was un^ 

dergoing, with great steadiness, the operation 

pf the eictraction of a ball from his side ; and 

it happened to be the left; in the moment of 

his greatest su£fering, he exdaimed, ** an incb 

de^r, wd you'll find the Emperor T Had 

the Emperor merited such heroic devo^on ;-^ 

had he gloriously sacrificed himself in the 

field ;— or had his cause been as good as it wm 

profligate, there would have been no allaying 

reserve in the pathos and even sublimity of 

these angular effusions. But another refleo> 

tioa unseasonably intrudes, which at once ren* 

ders the kind of scenes described repulave 

and unsuitable. It is to be feared, that af* 

fections less amiable called forth these unesc- 

pected ebullitions. The vain, mortified, fusi- 

ous Frenphmen were preaching themselves at 

th^ IQomenty and not theirpretended idd. The 
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htfeer was too wdH known, eten in the effuL 
geace of his power, ever to be personally loved; 
laach mate when the blindest of his wovship- 
pers ooald not but kiiow that he had made a 
very safe and easy retreat in his own person ; 
leaving them to remember him in the horrors of 
the field and the hospital. But every French- 
man, identifying Napoleon^s name with his own 
greatness, had committed himself so entirely, 
that to cease to cry out << vive fEmpereur,'^ as 
kngaslnreath or life lasted, was a thought not 
to be endured for a moment. A Frenchman, it 
is well known, lives for effect ; and if circum* 
stances only exdte him enough, will die for 
effisct too* Mortified vanity and wounded 
pcide will impel him to any thing ; and it is 
therefore that a petulant and unyielding spirit, 
after defeat in battle, is the last thing to leave, 
if it ever leaves, the French soldier, or the 
French nation. Man and woman of them 
tell the allied troops, who live as masters in 
their houses in Paris itself, that rwnobstatU, 
Aey are not conquered ; while retrospectively 
talking of their days of prosperity, in which 



tbe progtmtibii of th^ most hmnakteAc n tM y 
aev«r equalled what their own iww is, velms 
ef noduog but FremA €tfifNct(f, and thair 
Jh^fdMiaf e fruits. * A vint to the 'PfaBch v^ 
quires a oonsideiable stock of patMnce^ mmomg 
other reqiiidles. 

From the hoqntal of the Cordesie, I was 
eonducted fay a guide, viho iras provided filv 
me, into Iho impregoable. citadel. It is con* 
ftidered as (t* mastor^ece of fortification. Tlie 
irhole of the works, and the system of 'tfie 
ganrison, were most obligingly explained to 
me by the governor, Cokmel Crswfuid. 

I had observed on the outside of the dttadei^ 
several parties of men dressed in ooarso rod 
jackets, working at different sorts of hard W 
hour, chined two and two by the legs widi 
very heavy irons. The first par^ were aiU 
tending two- carts with a water cade cm each ; 
and their march made a woeful rattUn^ 
They were the convicts, sent to Antwerp firaas 
all parts of the country, for a certain term of 
years, and many for 1%. Each party had A 
superintendottt with it, a|id the^deicriptiim 
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1^ aee aUowtd to work oatof dobr% Aretlw 
better behaTcd^and those whn* tHde is nesi^ 
fppring. With sn undtf keeper, my cnJLf 
protection, I went into their great priiMXit 
witfaitt die citi4d ; it consists of large ward^ 
divided in(b staHsi placed head to head along 
themtdi&ejRitige, so as to leave the walls firoe 
ottboCfa'sidestopassalQiig, asinastidble A 
asan on tUb oiHside unlocked a huge iron 
gpoRted door, and in tL sicrnietit my conductor 
and I were among some hundreds of despt^iwta 
orfmijtaila. Thia was W(»rse thaii tJie Frencl 
prisoners. I hadx)flen heard XkBt a Tisit td 
the m^nsr of Newgate, is heitlMr pleasant nor 
mfe; it seeoiad to me much worsfe to be sui> 
iwnded by fiirdpi ruffians of all mats. Tie 
flijr aoeihaeitrant, as we passed along, the poor 
eveabsres,. many of whom had left thar stalb 
to go over to liie opposite wall, iJbout iht 
length of their fetta*£^ ran into their kennels^ 
irith a lanlentable chxiking^ that #e might not 
have to step over tbar chi^ns ; and one dud 
lA stood silent, and pulled off their caps ai 
«e pas^. tlie governet told m^ thul^t 
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was not owing to tbeie bebg an orixteex iriA 
me; but that tbej would have done the aame 
had I been alone. I shouU not however ham 
made the experunent 

The prison is kept wdl aifed^ and there were 
▼eiy few sick* The number was above lOOGL 
Their submission residts fi!om the hopdeas- 
ness of th^ situation^ and the severe regAmt 
under which they are placed. To prevent 
even the thought of mutiny, loaded ^AwtMia, 
Bie poinled to both sides of the prisim. Two 
English r^ments ware in the citadel^ the 
S7th and 95th. 

' In the streets and walks were many wound* 
edoflSoers, taking gentle exerdse. One vecy 
fine young man» an Irishman, I used the free* 
^m of addressing. He was exceedii^y ema- 
ciated and sadly lame ; he had recdved. M 
aabre wounds. His servant was with him^ 
watching and supporting his steps, With^' 69th^ 
marked on his cap. I was in quest of an aflS-^ 
tser of that regiment, and found that he was 
in the same quarters with the gentleman to 
whom I had spoken. I walked slowly home 
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mAlmaif tsad mw the o£§ect of njj iacpiiiy^ 
lite was qiike MsoToted, and iBMOt to prdk^ 
otedt to Para to joiii. They werb very modeil 
in their accoant of the battle, hat lurttiralljt 
fiiitch pleaML to bear that the ooimtry did 
ttum jtMtice* 

Ift Antwerp much was said of the Ht^faoid* 

en* A gentletaah whom I saw, had, iHiol 

the wounded arrived, been reco^hiBeil and 

spoik^Ei to by a pbor Highlander. The cir« 

oumstanee absolutely gave him a kind of eofi* 

siiderfftion in the crowd ; he felt {miidcr al 

the moni^t than if a prince had smiled VLptM. 

hnm. At Brussels, and wherever I \(rent in 

dife Netherlands, when the English troops 

Were mendoneid, whom they Ukewise inudk 

udmired, the natives always returned tb the 

Scotch, with " Mais ks Ecossais * ,•" they art 

.^ooda/id kind as wdtas brwe; Aey are the only 

Mdiers. who become *< enfims de la fiamOe f* 

in the houses in which they are billeted ; they 

even omry about the children, and do the :do- 

* «« But ttie SoytdL" j- <• Henbeis of the &inily«^ 

3 



91 AMtWBMM* 

BMifcic work. The fiiTourite proverUdi iatm, 
of oompluiient was, <* La Eamm 90tU Horn 

There was a oompetatioii among die infaaln* 
tantB who should have them in their houses ; 
and when ihty returned wounded^ the saiae 
house they had left had its doors open^^ and 
the family went out some miles to meet *<iVblre 
Eeoitauf^* The people had many in^an- 
oes to relate of the generosity of these jnen ; 
after the battle, many, although themsdvea 
wounded, were seen binding Up the wounds 
of the Frtoch, and assisting them with their 
ann. On the contrary, it is well iQiown, that 
very few of our soldiers fell into the hands 
of the enemy, without being murdered in oold 
blood There cannot be a better test of two 



' " Liooa in the field, and lambs in the houae.** 

Ob the Continent the Highland xegimentft aife tikw^^B 

called Sookht and not Montagnards, or Hi|g^ilandeEs« whid* 

unknown to the lbreignei!8, is really their just appeljatiaa ; 

fiir, as is well known, they are a mixture of Lowianders 

snd Highlandcw. 
t « Our own Scotsman." 




iialionfl; a more satisfactory dednon of the 
qaestioii on whidi the peace and haj^Mness of 
'nnnkind should depend. , 

With the Honourable Mr. Annesly, the 
British oonsul, from wKom and his inteierting 
fidBuly I received much polite attention, I saw 
the docks constructed by B<»iaparte, and two 
irst-rate ships of war lying in the Scheldt. 
The river was full of English vessels, and a 
Biunber of the hal£<nired wounded were em- 
barking for their homes. 

I went to the top of the tower of the great 
oi^edral, nearly 400 feet high, and had a 
view at once of the whole of this vast towo, 
with its citadel aad'fortifications. Its extent 
seemed at least equal to that of Edinburgh. 
The magnificent Scheldt winded under our 
qre, by Fort Lillo to Walcheren ; and a rich, 
verdant, wooded, and grain-covered cham* 
paign, with many towns and villages, extend- 
cd as far as the eye could reach, all round. 

Antwerp itself is very grand and very an- 
cieht It ia most evidently Spanish, both in 
the style of its buildings, and costume of the 
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lower ofder' of its iiihabitaiit& The botefay 
cir rftther palaces of many of the Flemidi 
noblesse who live in Antwerp, are in a s^le in 
the highest degree grand aod sumptuduB, re* 
^inblitig the first order of bouses at the wefll.- 
eidd of Piocaditly, in London. But in tbe 
sfeutfie ^e&t, there is the Continental iacoB- 
gniity of an intermixture of houses of die 
meanest rank, which, added to the total want 
of side pavement and sunk areas, entirely de-i^ 
Btroys the idea to which manjr of the streets and 
squares of London, Dublin, and Edinburgh 
give rise, of a population exclusively of the 
superior classes. 

The cathedral itself is one of the largest 
and most superb stmctures in the NelheiJands; 
' in the richest styte of the florid Crothic. The 
towers are exquisitely ornameiittod, and ak« 
gantly light ; and the inside strikingly gmnd. 
I observed with much interest the blanks care- 
fully preserved for the divine jHCtures of Rn^- 
bens^ the Ascent to the Crossf the Crucifixion^ 
and Descentjhm (Ac Cro^y which he bad paint- 
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ed as the altar pieces of the cathedral of his 
native dty ; and which I afterwards saw ac- 
tually taken down from the walls of the Louvre 
gallery, among the £rst in the progress of the 
great work of restitution. 



CHAP. II. 



BRUSSELS. 



Read from Antwerp to BrusseU^^Place Rayale 
'•^Park^ with its buildings and ornaments''^ 
Preparations in Brtundt far the hattle^^Mardk 
of the troops^^Of the Highland r^gimen tw  
Visit to Qjuatre Bras-^Two EnglM ladies^-- 
Retrograde movement of the British amg/i^^ 
Alarms in Brussek^^Wounded offcer-^Ladjg 
who had lost her hnuband — Alarm of fore tti 
Antwerp — Field immediately (ifier the battle 
'^Robbery by a Prussian hussar-^Irish officer 
and his young Belgian wife-'^Singular forOm 
tude of the latter-^Palace ofLaken^Theatwt 



'^^JSTing of the Nethrlands pnaaa^^^J 'blacks 
tniAh neee^aofy to dMxm « Bighkmi term 

'B^vyinm AAiyf^rp ^iad< Bmesels we p^st^K^d 
tbnotigh ^ country which se^p^d licix^r tkmh 
any jnr^e li^id yet seen, and Cfkar^- vwcifid in itji 
Wttty froip the undalatipiis of its srurf£K^« 
Some places were of considerable acclivity ; 
mid on the ridgje was generally an eleguit 
country ;Beftt, with gardens es^tending down to 
the rood. StiU the letter, paved in the mid** 
dte like our struts, v^ciuite straight, and $1^ 
mys iudbaed wHharow pf high-trf^s on each 
mie. The.crop^ were m mmy places reaping; 
two or three luen cutting witb fboFt scythe 
(the Hemcm/t} in one hand* md isk ki^d of hook 
mtheotlMMry to gather the corn^ja^d to sen^ 
the purpose of holduig it tight till the <^^ 
idtfruoaent strikes k. They seem to get on 
qoickly enoi^ in this mano^ ; 9i^ here, aa 
in Holland, much field labour was going for- 
ward^ although it was Sundi^jr. 
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We passed through the town of Mechline ; 
to famous for itslace, and also for its cathedraL 
Sunday is a kind of market day in theFlooush 
towns ; the shops are all open ; and, be&ne 
and after the church service, the peasantry aie 
Been buying cloth, providons, and other ar- 
ticles. On entering Brussels, the same \msj 
scene presented itself, in a tenfold proportioii 
to that at Mechline. 

I went with a guide out ^the Namur gaBe, 
ax^d, about half a mile in the suburbs, found 
the house of a relation of my own and his wife 
who had been for some time resident in Brus* 
sels. Our way lay through a part of the splen* 
did new town of this capital of theNetherland& 
As we passed, it was striking to see on many 
doors, written in chalk, 1, 2, or 3 bUsges. 
This was probably for the convenience of the 
medical men. Sometimes it was <' 2 oJfickrM 
blesses*/^ and on one doot I read << 8 An^ais^ 
et 2 Ecossau bles$hf.^^ This was nearer an4 

« 

• " Two officeM wounded.'* 

t " Two eogUab, ai|d two Scotch wouaded." ^ , j 



\' 



ARtrssEts. S9 

nearer Watcsrloo, and I felt a great v^neratioii 
for these marked docM^. 

On entering the great square, or Place Roy* 
ale, I was arrested hj its magnificence. It 
seems about the size of the principal squares 
of LondcHi ot Edinburgh, without an inclosed 
garden in the center. Its houses are on a 
uniform, regular, and singularly elegant plan ; 
and it has a beautiful church of Grecian ar- 
chitecture in the centre of one side. The 
streets enter by the middle of the sides, and 
the comers are filled up by arc6des or porti- 
cos, isurmounted by statues and warlike tro- 
piiies, in white marble. I have seen nothing 
which gave ine more the impression of a square 
of palaces than this noble placn. • 

Streets run out from the square, and inclose 
what' is called the park or public walk. The 
houses, arranged in rows at least half a mile 
long^ arie in the same style of magnificence 
irilJi those iii the Place Royale; interrupt- 
ed here and there, in their uniformity, by a 
nimpluous |>ublic building with noble por- 
ticos and rails ; ^e whole displaying ift rieh^* 
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wefcft tff whhi^ ostttiiiieDJt i& itatdary mi Afc 
cream-coloured brick, wM^ biis really* tofd 
sppearctice. The paricttixatittlidfy plotted, 
'And tmversed by walks ib isiith & umme^, duft 
% Wi|fii&iC0afl palaod dioeum td Rifm «. -viaHii) 
^Mdi^ <ef«rydte!f<beMdte^flbdttiida knfafidk^ia 
taiifbte) df the fifltest tftatms, dfeposal W»iA 
ttiQdi n»le. I hktt iio wkere veui any 6»ig 
-9» ^Mi{^ete1y dbgant aM jgimd m dhla taNr 
I^Wn of^rtHiels, vfiritk die etceptkxi Mif idn 
^ce ^ I^ms XV. at P»^, ^di ite iqpltti. 
^a "tittas. Tte reei <yf tisie \UMm is HkB-JuH' 
Hfdep^ «>tdy iMieh inferior. ^Nry ^pauiA k 
lh4 i;(^)€fet«iiee ^ Ihe tAfter faotiste ;^ and llie 
%i««M^ df the k)W0r okder, as in ABtweap^ 
vear the Spanish \tiiL 

In fihiflsdlB, peftiap^ stitl more than iv Ant- 
%<etp, ais so mftucfa neori^ die ^^eoe, die bMde 
^ns the eotoMtiilt and deeply intaceting^ sdb^ 
jie^ of <»i»«r^io6. With my friend andlsil 
l^y, i^h4> hitt iieNfen in Bmsseb at the ^tt«^ 
§rid'ha^^»duted afi diemlanns, and tom ail 
the Yisks c€ that trnfMindlelsMl period, ifc iraa 
iMttiirdly'^aija ineschaasdble ihil^ed;. Theytaid 
seen the ravages of thi» plague in Malta> and 



fi^litlfuf 4l»i9^ ¥1 ^ ^Nk» ^Jti)^ 9Jisi)k 
the park, ivf|«gi^§fi t|y l^l¥i,i)jir IWM^ tW«» 



my. The sun was rising when the march he^ 
gan : each regiment went off with three cheer% 
in the midst of the inhabitants, who had crowd- 
ed every spot where they could get a last look 
of them, and fcdlow them with thdr blesnngs 
and prayers. My friend was natoraUy most 
affected with, and loved most to recount, liie' 
steady, serious, bunness-like maidi ctf the 
Highland regiments, who were about to jttsJ 
lify, and exceed the utmost which had been 
ttud and expected of them in the Netherlands;' 
^ God protect the brave Scotch T « God cover 
the heads of our gallant friends,^ lirere often 
repeated as they passed along ; and many a 
flower was thrown from many a fair band into 
AeiT ranks. In three hours, the Place RoyaW 
and the Park were empty and silent ; and the 
inhabitants retired to their houses in a state of 
anxiety which needs no description. 

Very early next morning, my friend set out 
for Quatre Bras, moved by a most natural sym-: 
pathy, ha/ving seen the regiment in which hi9 
liad once served pass on to the scene of ao^ 
tion. He was much affected by meeting on- 
the road^ on their way back from the sad fields 
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t«L i^n^^sk kdioa ifi horaefatcit unattenM^ 
m Agonies of gnef, which spoke too pfadnfy itst 
Qmi'Caii«& . 

V "Bb^ 9mr the nyimQffabfe.sceD^: <£ the tihoBi: 
htttlwiiliaQtaftis of QutlM Bvas; Aa^ffuK^. 
wbicb abtiioagh fohniiig »idkp a pact of TSfttj 
ioAoQ^ haft k^ omt wpjnMtfe mariuof the hig^w 
eflkovder. Jjqt ittterev be IbrgDUen, tliathon^i 
9lpnD o£ the €Uttida and Hog^huidiarsy andt* 
flMne qdicr gallant .le^pmtpts^ among whMhk 
11^ tba ^th and SOk, «ith about tOQO* 
Bnmwid^ tMoof^ and fielgiaiis, without cai;.. 
yfltff^ actuaU j ditw^ bach Masdbal TSef9 ttl; 
the head of SOJOQO m^ and bkiroikacke^ foC; 
t)i6 aig^ OB the engm/a £cst 3po4tion. Tim 
Britisb loss was immense. The Highland garb 
"was particularly conspicuous among the slain.^. 
^e l^rave men who woi*e it, cheered at sunrise 
fey titi^ir §d|pjui9g fyi^h wh^n marching oift,, 
tf BruBsak). lay dciad ah«f4titMy U> r^nks t)^ 
ftnre it seH- ¥he striking cireumstance is no- 
-%ed m .a very distinct account of the camr 
PMgn, pij|]i4i)^^A W Pw \>y a Frenpb officerj^. 
who HM JKwaelC i% the vibole of > it ( a work 
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te which I than m the seqad mafae fiequett 



lo returoing, my friend was astonkhed att 
looking round, to see the English troops m 
fill! retreat ; that admiraUe movement, wbich 
enabled Lord Wellington tojoonoentiate bis 
whole force at Waterloo, idiout eight mij^ «i 
lear of Quatre Bras, and keep open lua oonir 
munication with the Prussian army. My. 
fiiend was soonjovertaken, and so much ins- 
peded, that- he thought c^ leaving his pg^ 
and taking to the fields; but finding that he 
got on at least at the pace *of the retreating 
army, he kept his seat, and arrived safe, on 
the Saturday dght at Brussels. It diunder- 



. * *' The road, and skifti of the wood, were concealed by 
*' heaps of dead» of which the greater part were Scot^ 
** Their co»tume, which consists of a kind of short 
** ping ooat. (umJoftitUe pHsiie)^ made of a aort of bi 
''.ttoff; iQt«ifper«ed witb.strtpea of blue» and wluch* hanlly 
** reaching so low as the kDee» Ivaves a part of the limh 
^ uncovered, singalarly attracted the attention of the Freack 
** soMJcrsi who sav« them the Dame of mnii euMte."^ 



ittoisxCB* So 

€d awl lightened dfcadfiiUy. Stmcessive re- 

ports were spread in the town, that the French 

had earned all befmre them, and were just at 

the gatiesy to maaMcre, plunder, and bum. 

About mid-day on the Saturday, finreign scd* 

diers, whom the enemy had dispersed, bq;an 

to arrive in hundreds at Brussels. They were 

at first mirtakoi for French ; but when they 

'nMre known, their flight and fame gave even 

greater alarm. Although at least fifteen miles 

fiom a Frenchman, the horsemen galloped, 

cutting their horses with thetr sabres, the in* 

fantry ran, and the whole passed on th^ road 

undar my friend'^s window, at which' his lady 

s^t in indescribable anxiety and terror. N6» 

body would admit the fugitives; the gate 

Namur, and all the entrances to the town, 

were closed against them ; and many English 

gentlemen were seen urging them to return to 

their odours. .They lay down in crowds^ on 

the payements of the suburbs, and on the 

boulevards under the walls. 

Towards the afternoon, the wounded Eng* 
fish of Quatre Bras began to arrive ; and m- 
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■tMid al tViitti«g ihe.oiiMk. wrahHiMkn 
out to net! dtHUt aad Mok haaii^ sua 
iaiifr to» find if iheiv oka MMUito ^wm flnoni^: 
tbaMk Eivtn the k^'iQ^ lOtanAed tlien^ .fnA; 
drtiMid tiwir Tmnmlt, 

Siind&T oflois* <»nJ tl t» faoitlek. ahfiiit niiMt. 
miloftQiPv began to loav. It was.lie•aribed-b}l- 
th(& jnhdbitMil^ of BrinieK m one iinintor«<; 
rvptodpen^of t^milpr jo thaa? dgw fcg ^igl* 



44 Tim gaMt OTMiti «m m llkftgilc^ 

«« A.n^ «.Ak l>Ai«. KiPM,iA>4 1^ Ti^i|^ialt«v'' 



% Frcffi^h BMPP^fi^ Wlwt t|i^n miH^ U|^ 
1^V« ie)(,. y^y^ ^^9 ilfglJVI^ IhKSMBP ^m«4 

nojr to fly; a sati^Wx^T "Pim 9^ 9»4WW.- 



smmesperAiSf mnu mmime» feritif^^ was the 
only cry to be heaid anwffg the inhabitaot^ 
My fnend rescdv^ en flight on his lady^s ao* 
oount, and had the extraordinary fortune to 
reaeh Meehlfhe, about 15 mites, unhurt They 
got a place fai the t]md(4xMrt; on the canal ; and 
bang close to the road, saw all its horrors. 
Wbeii hcrses feU, the waggon wheels cruriied 
the rider: baggage was thrown 6lF and carried 
away by the peasants, to be cut open andj^n- 
der6d. Great sums of money were in this way 
lost ; and clothes, and other property^ spread 
over- the fields. An English officer, who had 
lost a foot^ and was carried on his servant^a 
back, came and begged to be taken into the 
boat He was known to my friend, who, al-- 
tbou^ the passengers, intent on selS'preserva^ 
tion, opposed it) by absolute force obtained his 
admisoion. At Medlline they found it Very 
difficult to obtain admission into a housie ;^ and' 
tile difficulty was' increased, when the peoj^* 
weife told that the lady was ill. Most pr^ti* 

• ~ ' « . . . • . 

* " We »re lost.»> 
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JCTtiaBy Ifeey pwfUiid ^. cww i igt ^A^ a i mn f i 
im%^ Oil thw wriul ikeiff, tbef koHiA 
an akfimtifm te^ivettt ik^ 99mktmm m4% 
W0vam m^ tim tiofi* vihw^ li^ IimI tekep ^^^ 

Th^y. fmmA tbU^ P009 rfotownf tp 1w» tiie w^q^i 
Sm^; BM llio jnothfii 4ijr a ^iU vJhudLihii 

qmbim in the bPfMwa itf w«r« "tk^^mm 
t|f^w dmn or csuibfti tp #att)^ %i lAn 

Uf^A nA Misi mSf^ THa ci»iifii»p{| ^fF|« 

dreadful; yet no one had seen a siogie 
Frenchman. 



1 
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#afc ingkl tfcrr «air irtts liilut^tftedilitf • Jton 
UkevV liify te« jait khriMd UmU: bir ^us- 
4iuid^ iMMi bad iMeii liiol Hff at l^aHtM^ BM. 

|iitty ^fyMoncfti add datttiMi^ mtk a Utde 
hoy tRSrk^ mri viinni% asft^ lier. In tar 
^diairaMta, she dftea vepetftad)^ iSly koibiald 
i* Hat dead, he is «««%; bk haad is not 
yStis^dST" iTkeftofle did dl ttx^wuldto 
tefia^teiiBirh 

ISttdl^ kad tfi«i|r sat Avwk te iAairtiwqp^ 
%faiii an alonn of kdffibrieiit tittd m» qprtad, 
«iiibb<add^ to dkear uqMM Al swvant idF 
^Anfc hotd Ytm Altodie^nibiii^ afamxft fareatUBa% 
M&ig<'>>,>l^j>a/' ^^Whefektl^ft^Pr 
1(0, it is tt a viMMd Ola ttia <aua4 'ih ite 
uadat of aev^kid . jwwd^ a^^ anitbt>rhofe 
tieNm iiriU be Utf#n op fika Layd^ ^otbrir 
^gmax mdkffy idbiH^ were aooit ioAliVKd tbat tlite 
fite waa jgii^t otidlMr. 

In Ae course of the Monday, the nuinb laf 
died^ftistof the^E^rendisilr]^ aadobthe 
feil0wu% day iny ikiead'and his wife letttni^ 
to Bmssela. (Hi the Wednesday be risked 
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die fidd dp Wmtefloa Hb aeoomt oT it h 
dveadfuL The first thii^ wfakfa struck 
-at a dwtanfie, was the quantitj cf cap^ 
Jhats strewed an the groimd; it.i^peaied as 
.if the field had been ecpfered with aown. 
When hecametothesppft^the-ttf^ wastrofy 
shodung. At fifflt there was'a great ptepam- 
^krance of British slain, which looked very 
fU ; but more inadvanoe, the revenge madt 
itself dreadfully majphed, tor ten French hj 
dead for one Brttisb. The field was so mudk 
eorered with Mood, that it appeaated as if It 
had been completely flooded with it; dead 
homes .aeemed innumerable, and the pes- 
santry employed' in. burying the dead, g^Hie^ 
rally str^t the bodies first Of course these 
people got a vast booty, when they ventured 
out of the neighbourii^ wood, after the battle ; 
many of them made some hundred pounds 
A great quanUty c^ cap, plates, cuirasses, and 
other articles, were collected by them, and 
sdid as relicks. ! 

The scene was for a week esposed to aiH 
other danger ; Ifrussian stragi^rs oommttted 
frequent robb^ies. I saw an inbatutaiit of 



Srusselsy who, with three odbcr^ was viewing 

field en the Thursday ikfter, tl^e battle^ and 

xvached the road about a quarter of .a 

beyond BeUe AlUanee, when round a rising 

gmnAd galloped a Pruaaian hussar with drawn 

ffthrey n^ was amongst them in an instant : 

«-«*^f Your watches, your money» or I wiU.cut 

ycm down T The marauder^s ccHnmands.were 

<sbeyed ; and when the four persons returned 

to the village of Mont St. John, they related 

Aeir mal^adventure txyfaur of our own oQun* 

trymen, who confessed that they too had al* 

lowed this fortunate hussar to .serve them in 

the- same manner. I do not think that every 

fmr Englishmen would have been robbed 

hj one man, however completely armed or 

laounted. 

I had the good fortune, to travel from Brus^ 
sds to Paris, with a young Irish officer and his 
Wife, an Antwerp lady of only sixteen ; of great 
beauty, and much innocence and nuivtti of 
manners. The officer had been in the battle 
af.Quatre Bras, as well as of Waterloo ; and 
iD'him I owe much of my minutest;and mosi 
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intcrftrtMig infufdniliiwi* j&ii aoiddbte «f M 
fidr BtigMUH. irfiitk he justly tank flnaki^^Ml 
m irelotitig) will fuftiber mrve tt> gnris mi ilta 
of die kind ^TsBeKs titnl MiMiti6g) «lM ltf» 
mni«iid idiedatigertaf ^pvfddi ki»iir>'JiAnail 
todMsvibe. He wafc ttroig ui imniiWii iifli il 
IftvdltiB, hivisgr hiB irife wkk UkiL Tke'ta* 
mcpMed aivwKn of die FveuA callid Mm «€ 
te B moineiit'B ootm to IS^mci^ Bmb^ Iftitllt 
kft iKiith fall wtfli Ma set^tio^, one hdne^* ini 
the fkmHy baggi^ whirfY iM( pftokdl ttpMil 
krge«59. BetMat at tile tiitie WM Hot wstici^ 
{Mtted ; but being MaddiBidy ot'd«l'#i li(b M 
Bstttrday mbnuii^ he O(^tri^<0d m^u Mi^ 
taBgR to his Wife to miike llie bttM^ df tael- iv«]5 
BttekMked by the lorvant) to fipOMis: TM 
senrant, a foreigner^ had availed bitaMctf of 
the opportumty to tadce leave ef h66i Hlatter 
and anstreHB, «id made off >frith tiil^ iMsn^ 
trbksli had bdm left for li«e ute of (he latiBiK 
With a, fintmess beemoing the wife^i&f « Bfi^ 
tiidi dfiksary the beldly (suameneed on ftor ik# 
aim retxMt of 25 nakii^ leaififl^ ^ ftfts^ Mt 



utiWiitijii 4S 

kHk IMK^W oouUeffivNl toMiKiAl hey, 1^ woa 
«iiift i«^ tlie «Qf)dil of tbt oalu^ii^ ^ iho ten 
twoting Britislt Avny, a«d vmicbt r^imded aoA 

at0e» B t MMi ao l to adirttOfa, ^a^d.gfA 1^100 IIm 
tcricK^ ^dieii thaamagr tollie.&ilv)iAiiy ^nrnti 
oonffict. In so extensive a field, nod AimiQ^ 

at^AQft MOO, k WW inlitiiL to Mtk li^i fcvs^ 
l)wd 1 At lioanr A»t Ae »igl^. «f Iwt iAgrii 

Ifimn; diiQ kept altt^Vhsucii^. to BmoKltt 

%ip^ iat^ikfi graal. imod ; iwd nunriMif «f tlw 

aAMeir]r9i»p^aaid.b«Mlliui^itociaAt. Ifanjp: 
I»raiana.9Kfiyfi i|^tiia% kilkd ky. odwrs^ m iba 
dMfpeile dSujtt •£ tho lattciip to mm^? i»^: 
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to thdr escape ; and to add to lh0  
horrors, the min continued unabated^ and db» * 
thunder and lightning still raged as if the faeai* • 
Tens were torn to pieoes. Fall twdve nriW 
further in the night this young woman maxdi* 
ed, up to her knees in mud, her boots worn 
entirely off, so that she was barefooted ; but 
still unfatut, she continued to adnmoe ; and^- 
althougfa thousands lost their, baggage^ and 
many their lives, she calmly Altered Brussels 
in the monung in safe^, and witbqiit the losa 
of an artide. 

It a few hours after her arrival, commenced 
the cannon*s roar of the tremendous Sunday;, 
exposed to which, for ten hours, she knew her 
husband to be ; and aTbr a day and n^ht oT 
agony, she was amply rewarded by finding, 
herself in his arms^ he unhurt, and Ae 
ASaag the worse, on the Monday. The 
toU me the tale with tears in his eyes. Ha 
called her his « dear little woman,^ and said' 
she became more valuable to him every day«. 
I never saw a more elegant gentleman-like* 
young man; and -assuredly his pretlyBdgian 
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1— gnrl #nQfl to wimmVm^ It pM fddi» i 
immik vatqt to Ae fivogoing SQipcdote, that I ; 
bid it Aram tile aetovt k tha aqette cksoibtd* 
Wheir I naavkedl that k wto quitt iathe i|Bt . 
rit^ffisiRbctkofSihidl^tbfrM^cBoIMBifi4 . 

^%fai(i-a nmi to ^e hoMti&l {iaIaa»of 
liiken^ im the vioiMty ^ frpm w|ii^ BoQapftiito 
luld^itod Ibe pfodkuMitioiis, to the B«l|paas, 
tillttti ki'hi^ bftgfage. Itka supevb lK>U8f^ . 
88n«irbikt Uiai %he R^pilM;^ Ofic^ of Bdirn^ 
\ biHgb, ^th the same kipl of dome ; a Mmdi « 
mtoe abewy* uppearaBoe fMm its fine emift* ^ 
mentft m elatiiavjr, bu4 an infeii^i^y ia cosi ^ 
Teet afchitecture. It is ^tuated ei^ die sufe « 
inl^ tf a beautiful (dope, att of wbicb ia bud 
oal witb Ip^eal tAsto in the ni^Dn»' of Bngbdi. ^ 
jaofkoape geurdeaiag^ A T^¥o& temple adoma - 
the ^ub4$) "^evy infevior ind^d, in bol^ i 
^ aad struolUM^ toSt Be»aard'aWelI»Bei» * 
Blbj^rgh ; n^eh is eetemly one of thoBOoat . 
perfbct bttil&ige of the kmd ^i^ of lMl^ 
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Tlie afMBtaieiits inthe paiaoe me in h^a^lr^ 
and taste, though fiur infierior in magmfiooMt * 
to those of the pakce at Amsterdam ; hmt ia 
coovenienoe and elegance I tUtnk ihcy barre a 
decided advantage. Laken, as well aa Ani» 
sterdam, was furnished from Parts by Bqii»- ' 
parte. His fi»nMirite apartments are Acw% 
as a kind of trophies, hj the senranta of tht 
present royal owner ; his bed*room, and above 
all, his bath. A Dutch young lady, who wife 
of our party, was persuaded to putt the gold 
tassd of the bath bdl, which Napoleon must 
cSkea have handled ; but with great , homir, 
and perfect gravity, immediately rubbed hat 
hand to wipe off the pollution. 

We saw the grand museum, to which pupu 
pose the ancient palace of the Spanish govon- 
ment of this country is converted ; the libraory 
Appears very good, and the paintings are nuk 
tnerous, by the first masters of nearly all the 
schools. We likewise saw a private oolleo- 
tion, belcmging to an old gentkmaii, and weie 
much pleased with it. The profnrietor, M» 
Bourtine, went through the rooms with us him- 
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id£ We went to the tbeatre^ which is much 
ii^ierior to that o^ Antwerp; and saw part of 
•.French comedy. The King, who had just 
arriYed (torn Holland, was present, which gave 
m an opportunity of observing how be was re- 
eved by his new subjects. Nothing could be 
loyal and flattering than th^r reception 
ttf huB ; and many allusions were made to the 
hnsf^ Prince and his glorious wound : a most 
Uessed wound for the House of Orange. 

I delivered a collectiqn df Numbers of tbe 
.Tmnsac^iis of, the Royal Society of Edin* 
bttrgby to Mr* Van 3ions, a Brussels mvant. 
£ven his conversation was aU of Waterl^^ 
and, that interminable theme, the Scotch re> 
gtments; One Highland sergeant fprmerly 
biUeted in Mr/ VanMons' house, came back, 
witb the basket lult of his sword so bruised, 
that he could not get his hand out of it, till 
xdiey^ by a blacksmith ! He made very light 
of his wounds, and only hoped soon to be>^ at 
the enemy again.^ They had not imfmtd 
Jttm at least* 



4S BtMOKf^ 

In crosMig die gnmA market ptaee ofBm^' 
sds ftcm Mr. Vbm MonflT house, I wmi nwii*'' 
surprised to see vomen ri^g after Ae-fMhloR 
of the other sex. One was sittk^^tt »tall^ 
horse,' haranguii^ a crowd as a HKxqHrfbidh'^' 
doctress, attended by a man who beat tidrfDii'*^ 
Her fluency of speedi was great -^ 

Indeed I frequently saw women addnaflh i g '^ 
the public in long speeches, leoomteeBdog"' 
their waves, or glossing over Aeir impoi»(iaBa^' 

A ftelish report was current in Brussds, ^ 
that the Netherlands were to be exehangei 
witfi Bngland fbr Hanover. The armngefliiiBt 
however, seemed to give very general satisfiMv^ 
tion. "Nothing can exceed the attachment ef 
the Flemings in general to die Eilglish, mA 
the change Of sentiment of the fcraier flkadfr 
of the French mce the battle. Al boidk^ 
from France is now at an end, and loyalty 
has become the best policy. It wiH mueh 
improve as public affairs become better as* 
ranged. The men were every wheeetvainik^ for 
arms for the House of Orange, who have rtsni 
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inunenoely in public esteem once the Princess 
voiind. ^ 

I learned frDm my friends, that they had 
Kxm found out my wounded relation in the 
Guards, formerly mentioned ; who told them 
that he was shot in the famous wood at Quatre 
Bras ; and when carried to the rear, had re- 
coBecticHi enough to be sensible that three at- 
tempts were made by the enemy's tirailleurs 
to take his life. He spent the night in a cot- 
tig^ which was soon filled with the W4>unded ; 
iereiml of whom died befcHre the morning. For- 
tmiat^y for him, :tfae enemy's troops did no^ 
sioi^etr]^9e&tday; and having set off some 
IiQUrs before the retreat, he passed Waterloo 
vithoat being overtaken. He was held upon 
Us hocB» by his. servant, assisted by seyeml 
ioldiers of hisf own company who were not jso 
i^«e|dy wounded, and was repeatedly laid 
doffn on the road-inde^ exhausted with pain 
SftdJoBs of , blood. Had the eneo^y driven back 
die Qri^hf it is eifji^^the must have remmn- 
ed mibe bands of the £os;p^r. 

He has bims^, ^nce I have seen him^ con* 
famed the above account* 
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visrr TO 7HB pield; 

ifuwhecB ef the hoe anma — Ex^^anuiiift^ 4 
BMapofPtd'^yVirfe fint 0mcha^^Efftei 4 

a kMI ofirtathmg to lAe BrUMi tp^op^'^t^ 

• •tew<yatMi^yi wm»j ■' F^rm h^UH ^JLa B^ 

iM^ymdCkipkmCwfsmtT'Hwrm^ 
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tie dt^^^thebiUk^Wreckjetrenad^ 

tf ^le Prmtx of OrlN^^^itf^eeiidM^d mne- 
2eM jBe^men^ o/* volunJUer light horse — I2th 
t^k ]0¥&go^l^i fining i^/b^ 
ttft(r/gS^J9H^^ f1^ 3OM5 ftTtf a«iiil# ft^ 

' ^im- ithkh tha amy JMi^JMirdbk 1^ 

iHkiem bftke ^2i d»df 7tst r^ifiMs^tMi 

tb9StiBm(mbfNtiKp6lmi—LQ£0^l%t^ 

*'-'^Jmitfef &fMpdkm to H iAes$c^ OMi m 

'^B^^h'bditefy^StB dm^^thieias ti^ the kfi^ 

'itr^^AdtfHtiii fy a Prekek dgb^, tf/kif h^ha^ 
' t^im^^AppM*mce if tftfc P^rusiriaiks^Fimt 
igm of l9iip(Mr^^m iijm ij^ fht H^ 
iaMkf$ <M^im me^iP^CkjfiUQR if¥ ¥£# 
fl^HOLM iAjtisn AkMir-^Se&AtiJid drnpA' 
' mtiji^n ike PhiiJitaH to ikt ittttih cd^^ 
*^FtMch dfflcdr'i dMunt df tht tme 6f m 
JPWfacA certthf-^FlighJtofNapoktrti^Cwd^dst 
of the conduct of Frederick the ^hitri^»^Me^ 
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grtCt rtmark on ^Af decUA ofCharkB the XIL 
'"Specimen of the spoS of a poor HtgUemb 
^^Anecdote of a peasant woman on t&eJiieUL 

l^iTH that conflict of fediogs, which ib0» 
pectation of sooo sedng the scene 6f sm^ 
battle as Waterloo naturally oocadoned,' oat 
party, ooni^sting of three, was ill readineesls^ 
ax in the morning on the 31st of Juty>- 
When we had mounted our carriage, we calkl 
to the postillion—" Waterloo T— " Onij Mm- 
sieur I'Anglau,'** he edisvretedi with asmpuJccI 
his whip and an emphasis, which shewed tint, 
he felt that conducting Englishmen fAer«,wal 
conducting them^to their own proper domaili. 
There had been rain during the ni^ht, and 
the morning was gloomy ; having, as tre were 
told, the same appearance as that of the 18th 
ci June ; of course we wbuld not have ex- 
changed it for the brightest sunshine. The 
ground would be wet,-— but so it was on the 
day of the battle ; and further, in pcnnt of 
time, we should just arrive about the faourit 
commenced. 
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( After dming three or four idiles, we en- 
J^ed the awful forest of Soign& It oovers 
•Q immense extent of country from east to 
west, but is only about ox or seven miles 
.broad, where the road passes through it to 
Waterloo. 

^ /The .impessions of an Englishman on en- 
.toring this wood, are much enhanced by know- 
Jfidge of the fact, that it was the great source 
^f supply of diip-timber for Napoleon's naval 
ipbemes at Antwerp, and already had built 
4^veral ships of the line. The same forest 
!%hich was intended to furnish the means of 
l^er humiliatiim, protected the rear of her vic- 
torious army on the day when England, at 
'«me blow, destroyed the power of her destroy* 
er for ever. 

, Every foot of the road was interesting, as 
it held its very straight course through the 
wood. We contrasted the gloomy quiet of 
our journey,— a few peasants going to their 
early labour,— -with its accumulated horrors 
on the day of the retreat of the baggage and 
Wounded of the army ; the multitudes who 



J4 ¥fif¥%«Mtf»flfeft.' 

tMfK al^ aeii tte' ilMiBl9« «H» itaet 
maSai to d^R^r lift IXm^i^ ^ ifittm; Oi 
6lMRHiofif oiS (^AS^ aM AftHUj 'flSt ^ffUkibii 
«f'<Baf dittlutAl «<d(JT Mfil fm iM(fk«^SI| 
fibpiubHMU' *' J9RRDCm^ sttHoi^ Miitt ssn^f> 
by a mitacle, holding her way in thtf dH8dft 

iMtidm t^ «lfe ibdff 9eeffil!a itt he 46ii» HO 
im. THe tNM vM^ IMUnObcF it bii^ mSk 
Mi MH 04 ftid-k^ tiilttiMlf liE« a V^ 

«at^ dMdfaiaK^ ma mtkfoSS; ft «» iBe 

bad crawled, and died in great lSii9ilii6h5'; 
Matlk K^gp^ IM &«A ^riaeM", ^d^the 

!ek «i^i(tf«i hid b<fe& Bttriata aicrimf i g 



&et% esMciAUv <if Jtbe bocsea ;' ^hoofiL and aven 

mbbards stuck opjt^ ^ (^p^ ^f^.^ 
fiioces' of doth, scftrp rfv in the iilQoiii dis* 
tiDffiii&baUd fiom ' thp nudin which theif hue 
ttKeindicftliaD of jthE fti^nta .whfirs numv a sdL 
diflC«.a£bBr M*>^^»^«' in tK<» £ekl' jmd tfiilinir 
tloQiP tlia -Toad Mo axDsctfid aid iind odmfoELi 
BPMBiitipd I aliTiflfit iww>itig<| Kw the MUSwena^ 
ged nifli9en.fj()9 fiif Inmfj^ ^ »is\it» 

WatoihiD?s wllflgp ' anfl -small jDeat ch&ufik 
fifties i«W*-tP»ll48Pe IfePfiWr W Wr WTTi 

«* fiff lO>8ffi- ThP Wfl4 "WW WW <»\IP AMI 
9^ ISffW:t9» W* W4 f^^ »^:«4he ^ 

t«'9r^ tt BMB«?^#TqjPWlW»a*tel»M|WP 
fiyuinrftii the joeasants haya iiBiaii At iifli]i& to 
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we recognised the well-known names of oete- 
brated officers, or the officers of the several de- 
partments at head-quarters. 

We were immediately surrounded by die 
people offering for sale, with great importuiii- 
iji reUcksof the field; particularly the eagles 
which the French soldiers wore as cap platei. 
A few cuirasses, both the' back and bnM 
pieces, were likewise held up to us ; as weD tt 
sabres, bsiyonets, and other spoil.' 
' We drove a mile forward to the sdll snidl- 
ier iiamlet of 'Mont St. John, by a gradual as^ 
cent of the road ; to right and left of wBiiJii 
the British army bivouacked on the eve bf the 
battle ; having advanced bver the high ground 
in the mormng to the southern slope facing 
th6 enemy ; on fair open ground, without an 
advantage, to decide the fate of tbe world. 

Mont St John is quite behind the British 
fine ; lind had its name given by Bonaparte 
to what was properly the farm house of La 
Haye Sunte, which he did succeed in carry- 
ing; but certainly never .was so far advanced 
as Mont St John ; indeed he never did, for 
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. F^ I§g; p^j; qsmte »t ^ l«4t l i nj |i tol, 

^ ImA faff^^^.t^.llh§ir 9titiqft ia the w&» 
% <^ f^ I&9 fi^vtii(r» <^f^ fi^k deep JA 
^mm^ T^ tl^ W9i« (iOMiiJ 9^lM« hs^rn^ 

nme. f^§Wf lit 4» TE€ HMEWWt^ tbe sqoi^ of 

to a tree which formed the precise cmtoft ofi 
4^^6i;i4§l^lN; tfe#vrrf)«ll^¥e|^4t«6Qnpfjthe 

It conimanded a full view of the intenoedtftft 
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NothiBg is mote ftlfle than die FfCfidi flpfr- 
logy, (added to Ibeir nerer-fiuling pretenceof 
beiiig overpowered by numbers,) that the Bn- 
tish position was naturally strong, and ean* 
fully finrtified. UnaOremsked stood the ftitidi 
army, along its wbde position, on a slqpe so 
gentle, that a ooaeh driving op would aot 
siacken pace ; and to the ridge of whidi the 
French cavalry found no difficulty of galop- 
ing at full speed to the very bayonets of their 
opponents, who threw themselves into square^ 
their only entrenchments, to receive the chaiga 
It was, to use a favourite English phrase, juift 
tile jrface for '< a fair tetto; a ckar^fidd md 
no favour/* 

We had the good fortune to meet with ft 
very intelligent English officer, who had bees 
in the action, and who had that day paid )us 
first visit to the field, after recovering of \m 
wound. 

From Lord Weliington^s station, we stood 
and gazed on the whole scene; not daring td 
break silence for some minutes. And deep 
was now the silence of the vast sepulcbre of 
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8^000 men, contrasted with the roar and the' 
mmage of the battle. The gloomy weather 
itiU lasted ; and was valued by us^ as pecu- 
fiarly suitable to the scene we were oontem- 
plating. The imagination is incalculably aid- 
fid by viewing the scene of a memorable bat- 
tie. The actbrs being generally familiar to 
'11% we can easily people the field with them ; 
4nid become thereby actually present at the 
moment of the event Indeed, so very sikn- 
j^e is the field of Waterloo, that a conc^ition 
of very ordinary power may quite take it in 
froin description alone. Although here and 
'*there, varied by inequalities, it will serve 
all popular purposes to say, that at the dist- 
ance from each other of about a mile, the con- 
tending armies occupied parallel high grounds 
do|nng, with almost equal declivity to a plain 
of about half a mile broad, which intervened. 
The English line, or rather two lines, extended 
about two miles; 'the French masses nearly 
&ree miles *. The Brussels road ran at right 

* The length of the lines was underrated in the first and 
leoond editions. 



t^r of e^cfc. Q« tliif roajj^ i^ o^^ liqg, .jqp& iJ^ 

yillgige^ pf W^tftljq^v 9p4 MsW St. ^^^ ^c[ 

% fenj? IjiPiif e.§ pf l^ ^f^Je 5«j«ite, % ncj J^ 
9^11^ AUi^ljCf ; apd i}?^ ^y otji^r jJacfe yf|})^ 

^^4?^^ of IJpM^mopt, #fa^^^ a sshqpt w|g 
ip. frqijt 9f P?^rly the rid)t of the ^riti^ ^ 
li^oiu The fP^d ffqijj ^u^isplf to Ni|5fl|^ 
w^^9h teftPfbes pff ^^ Watif ripp ffqm tl|^ g|»8t 
^p;ad ^re^^j describe^, p»f?e^ % rjgj^J qf 4)^ 
y-qjr ; i^hicj) Ifat bf ipg thfovep hap^ intp % 
^rye^f cro^§pd tb^ ang|e fprttie4 bj tl^e ti^ft 
jfp^cj^ lik^ tl^e sq^Je pf ^ quadr^n^ J^ P^V^ 
?f ^?4^r j;P^fl^ arui fopt-p^tli? ifl^eispct^ % 
fi^ldl ip ^11. dirp9J;ipns, nppif pf tbejp qf SW ijfe 
l^rtapf ^ itt tjip ^r, g^c^t^g «i^%P tkm 
whicb a^P^itl^ # bray^ ?«Mssjap% tp t^ijt 
6}iare. pf tbp glpjpy of deliv^fwg^ % Y9fl\^. ^ 
. ^^he wh%, ^^l ^ oppq b^ Ul^^fate^^ Vl 

: The n^b^ Mm^ hPl% ^ tWfiPg J» 

down;, already drenched with the heavy raioi 
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in tlie deep mud of the ground. Every one 
must have remarked, that by a singular fitta* 
lity, our brave army have often had very un* 
favourable weather for their greater exploits. 
The country had been quite dry till the move- 
ment of the troops from their cantonments ; 
but on the 17th, the rain and thunder and light- 
luog continued almost without intermission, 
till^the morning of Waterloo, when it ceased, 
and the weather became fine again. Fortu- 
nately, there was too much excitement of spi-- 
rits, for this ptiyncal inconvenience to be much 
felt either at the time or afterwards. The 
men were fresh from cantonments ; and their 
toil, though severe, was short. Never 'did 
British atmy take the field in finer condition. 
The cavalry especially felt the benefit of fight- 
ing, before losing the effects of their superior 
keeping, by the toils and privations of a cam- 
paign. 

The Irish officer, formerly mentioned, re- 
counted the eflect of the wet bivouack onhimself 
^ a manner which ^ves a striking view of the 
ii%h feeling of the men who sustain in the field 



4bp ^Wour of wr PPUJffty. Wfcw l!P gflt »P 

at9P4 withf vi<4?i)j «btYWflg> b¥^feJi^»9ff 

per;fect Rgpny, ai^^ <iiqp» tf* f^ftsA ^ b 

efewW not be #4f !« 4fl fejf 4«ly- 4a^ 
or 4VO, jw4 9 <i«i? }m^: mvA ¥?ti ffl# 

when he ibuodhfi cDuld -filancL.bui xseliefiflf 
inipd apquDt^ to ^hg pp^ «2|ll>i^>y,l|f 

fflifs lypTp fuU ^ ^s xiew ; fee4is^9|^^y ,Iief4 
t^ fhottt of «^WF^'fjp5p^r««r«" ^ffl«W|l% 

life rpgr^^St % T»* jjtfli^, ^f^ ^^ m^ 
of the enemy, with their mighty reserves, n^ 
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ttil^b, 1 heaM ahdffitef df &d 9Sth, wiih 
t)i6 tiilfae tdlUily iabken(^ of Self gratulation, giVb 

li^rabb J4Wii of W^teil6d. Whb eaii ih>tt^ 
^ At ili6 fii^n^^d with \^)ii^h the ^ndre dHy 
*ks Stfstdni^, #li^tt gUfch tfrfew (life fofeHngi" 
^th tf^bith the battid \(^a^ ^i^Ud Ibf , atid h^ 

Wh6h <kMkiii^ theif Weakfai^t, th^ th^d^ 
^i^ tiii^ tb dfeffl^t, bjr th^ 4>iHt.StiMfi^ I^f )^ 
i>bdH^^ fird&t tt^ aids-du-catb^ pa^Sihg ftt fult 

^^^y l^Hey had moV^d. Ati ifhlii^tiiMr 
<ti^ay olr ddihbbi'^ had klf^&d^ If^^^ aJStblilt 
ttie p!ii'n, to emWr^^ thU Sn(i^ cie^lby^ 
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were cttated among our infantij and artil^t. 
The Life guards, who had mainly ;x)yered tb^ 
retreat the day before, had the honour of the 
first dash at the enemy on the ISth of June^ 
the commencement only of much good servk^ 
of theirs throughout the day. No charge oi^ 
that field is described as more magnificent tbm 
this, the first from these brilliant and tremen*^ 
dous troops. The shock was scarcely waited 
for by the enemy ; a moment cleared the whoi^ 
front, attacked ; and in no part of the day wtt 
the flight of the cuirassiers more unequivoc^ 
except at the termination of the battle, than it, 
was immediately after this their first essay* 

A sentiment of pride is universal in the 
country, because of the well-earned distiD&. 
.tion of the household troops of both arms ; and 
with one voice is hailed the wise abandonmeQt 
of that system, sp unjust to thepi, w^ich kej^, 
them exclusively for shew, and denied to the 
British monarch the high sight of a circle of 
proved. warriors immediately around hisp^« 
^n, of the sanpie^Gast with thois^ ii[hac«rry M 
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tiinie with tljeir own to the remotest quttrfiers 
* the world*. 

As we stood on our oomtnanding spot, the 
fest thought was most naturallj* of the nuija** 
hers of the contending armies respect\yeljr. 
the British were stated by Bonaparte himseMf 
It 80,000, and certainly they have never be^n 
made out to have been more. Marshal Bl^chet 
estimaites them at the same number. Of these 
not more than 30,000 were acstually British ; 
&e rest were Grermans, Belgians, and Dutch. 
There was assuredly no corps of Prusrians m 
the battle before the evening. 

The French army cei^uly were ISOfiOO^, 
x^kiDg the enormous balance in their favom* 
of 50,000* men ; and, be it nevei* Ibrgqtteik) 
^i^ French, and the best troops of France. 
Karshal Sey, in his justification addressed to 
the Dulce of Otranto, calls them, << that jBiie 

* I owe my knowledge of tida splendid inddetit to an 
<i^^ of hi^ nnk wlio witnesaed it I esttaem it agnst 
^tion totfas iwwtiv e in many pOM|tt of 
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and numerous army C^ a description at once 
deci^ve of the question, when it is eoottdeicl 
what that army must have been which a 
French marshal would think of so charactem^ 
ing. But, << the Rdaiion;^ published in V^ 
by a French officer, formerly referred to, stal» 
in plain terms, without intending to dimimshj 
and certainly with the reverse of interest to, 
exaggerate, that the French army which at- 
tacked the Duke of Wellington was 130,OW 
strong. His testimony is the more satisfao* 
tory as to the absolute numbers of the FrencO) 
that with true national feeling, in his ignorance 
of the truth, he llidicrously overrates the Bn- 
tish force, and brings fresh masses out of A^ 
wood of Soigne just as they were needed; 
« pour ecraser par k nomJbre •^ the overwtdid 
columns of the French. In truth the Britii 
army were a mile and a half from the neare^ 
skirts of the wood, and Ujever had one n)SD 
within it : And so far from being crushed or 
overlaid, the masses, and of the French guard 
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no, were pfteo routed by the bold dash of an 
ihoost incredibly small proportion o£ their 
lambers,— — nay spmetimes, as will afterwards 
be told of the Highlanders and Scots Greys, 
ind it happened in many other parts of the 
Beld besides, by the prodigies of nearly isolate 
Bd, individual valour. 

Bonaparte knew the number of his already 
devoted adversaries well ; and with his usual 
ipresumption expressed great astonishment to 
aee their undismayed front on thai side of the 
forest. His fear was, that they would escape 
him in the mght ; and he exclaimed, on first 
.i^ng theb order of battle with the dawn«-« 
*• Ah! jeUa tiens ioncj ces Anglais * f 

The regular battle, it is well known, com- 
liienced by tbe'alnost simultaneous advance 
(and we distinctly saw their course) of three 
entire carps d'armee on the right, left, and cen- 
ter of the British line. The attack on the 
right had for its first ofagect the carrying qf 
.the post of Hougomont, the key of the po»- 

* « M ! IJHTe them then, these Englisb !» 

2 
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ticHi ; in pommAofa of which, the French could 
have turned the Britiah right That oolunm 
had shortest way to move; and, under King 
Jerome, it was tb«e the cannon and mu^eu^ 
^rst began. As admitted by «' The Btbuimr 
fresh reinforcements ware sent to this scene jof 
carnage repeatedly to no purpose. TheiUk 
most success of probaUy 30,000 men, w|ks 
obliging the l^bt eompakues of the li^^ S^ 
and 3d Foot Guards, under the fiommaod itf 
l^td Sattoun, to take refuge tniim the pon^ 
instead of defending the small wood oa the 
outside of it, - The poeX itself 'was neiier oe» 
4uipied by the enemy for a mom&kt. The 
Guards kept it, in spite of gn^pe, and mus^ 
Jcetry, and balls, add sheila, and flames; till 
ihey issued £rom it victorious in the hoar ef 
vengeance. 

The corpB^ iarwie deseed for the left, (tha 
|fith% soon arrived at:the first attack in thidi 
tqpiarter about the oentnr of the Bntisli left 
iring ; but were calmly reoetved and repulsed, 
by the admirably served artillery, and by the 
49d,' 79tb, and 92d Highlanders, supported,. 



m^m 



TIStt to THB Ft£L2>. 6D 

It is beBeved, by the 1st aiid i^h regiments, 
lisder the lamented Sir Thomas Picton. The 
iiiiole dope was in oiir view. Nothing could 
be more tremendous than the mode of at- 
tack ; it was headed by artillery, which dis- 
duu*ged showers of iron grapie shot, each bullet 
birger than a walnut *. It was h battle, on 
the part of the French, of cavalry and cannon, 
b6th equipped as it by magic, and much more 
^rmidable than had ever been known, in the 
French armies even, to take the field. *^ Var^ 
iUkrk^ says " The RekAum^ «< ae pwrta ei| 
avant, sur toutb la Ugne^ tt ks ctdonnes h suu 
fomntf.'*^ Heading these oolumnfl( were the . 
iion^cased cufa'assiers, in as complete mail, 
bk^ast and back, as hi the days of that defen- 
iSve armour ; upon which the musket balls 
^eiie heard to ring as they gl^ced off, with- 
out injuriiig or even stunning the weareir. 
These men ai arms had immense infismtry co- 
looms of support at their backs. 

* SomeofthetedratdfiilbflllsweliyimdoDtihefid^ . 
X ** The artillery advanced In fr$Hk sloog the wholS 
^ nd the oolmnns foOowed*^* 



A stunted hedge bounded each side of a 
xunoircnMS road, whidi fan along the wimk 
cf the British left fringe joining the great road 
JMar the Duhe of Wellington's tree already 
mentioned.. In the hedge there were a rooii- 
ber of g^M, wUeh had been made to sccie 
m a kind of cmlirazures for the line e£ dK 
Britidi cannon of the left wing ; and a tri^Smg 
Isaok, only here and there two or tfavee hsi 
)iigh» on which: the hedge grew, and in "wUch 
j^rtures for the guns were cut iirfi^iie ae- 
loessery, was the only thing resembling, shel- 
ter, which any portion of our artillery enjoy- 
€ii ;--?-flnd may have given occasion to the ao- 
Ihor of <^ the RdaiunT to speak of appear- 
anoe$ of fresh earth tunaied up in the Bxitiflk 
position* 

. When the cannon atid infantry liad stag- 
gered the masses of the enemy^ and sonfiewliat 
oabned th^r fury; round the extremity* of 
the cross road, full on the flank qS the toe^-^ 
horses in perfect condition, men in steady de- 
tcmninatioh,— wheeled* like a whirlwind, the 
Koyals, Greys, and SunigkiilCTS^^-Eogli^nd^ 
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^Sbodand, and Iidand^ in bigb rivalrjr and ir^ 
Msdstilde uniim*; In vflin^ for die seoond time, 
'die inm '>case%^^«4iie cuinssiars were ^* feicfe- 
^iTBh et &UbtUesf" (in the worcb cf «< the 
Mdatmty) th^r cannon was deserted and ta» 
icenr; and the col mans of inftntry were thrown 
iato such confusion, that^ tibey had just time 
t^]^ begroftd the rang^ of the pnideat pur* 
sdit of th^ adversaries, wboae war&re waft 
yet defen^ve. The dragoons aad infantry, 
with their c^tured cannon and eagie», calm* 
ly retuified to their [dace in poiition, to await 
the ttext advance of the enemy i^ ' 



* i dlways hare heeai itad^s^ more wid -more veasoii 
to caatSiRie of ofiimin^ that in ou^ «nn7 ti|i9 tfazoe n^tiana 
ought to be seperatelj regimented. Tke noUe emulation 
resulting from national feeling, is a more heartfelt stimu- 
lus to the soldier, than may at first sight be supposed. Itr 
is t subject well worthy of consideration 

t Thett'UlXi txmdomg tbese esjvressiw^ words, when 
WiAiBg tiK<fl^ of a charge (^cwFaky. Boyer*s Die* 
teiry tmii&n the frst to imniapiyitmnif^ «Dd the «e« 
toad tSiiftrov-AoBMsMr-AflsiL 

t A hckf c^KBsoMtoy on a i«ther siidd^ dnn^ of 
IpoKtks in one of the JFrench cuirassierBy when on ibt 
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If our present ground had the well-ibaght 
round now fiuntly described in full view ; so had 
Napoleon's station, about a mile siong the road 
fibm where we stood. With the poor farmer 
Laooste pinioned on horseback beside buD, 
stood the Emperor ; unable to conceal his as-] 
tonishment at the recoil and almost flight 
his finest troops ; and constrained, in spite 
himself, repeatedly to mutter compliments to] 
the spirit, rapidity, and steadiness of the Bii-] 
tish cavalry. <^ These English fight admira*! 
bly,*^ said he to Soult ; *^ but they must ff\ 
way." — « No, Sire, they prefer being cpt 
pieces,'' was the answer of one who km 
something of them. The grey horses 
cialty struck him, and he often repeated,] 
" judUa superbes trowpta ! 



point of being cut down by a loldkrof ti^Qrejtty 
overfaeud on this occMion. The Fwmdiman, wlto 
certainly adnuioed with the cry of *< Fine VEn^eremr^ 
caUed out <« Vibe k ifoi" ** Qude-fidth, freeaV Btad 

punusr in pianit toUl^ *«fifyeo3rilM^je4fau*dBa 

here.'» 
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.The oenter attack was most of this time ia 
^ activity^ aod pverwhelming efforts were 
l^ing to gain the farm house of La Haye 
Siinte, advanced two or three hundred yards 
from the British position. Here fortune be- 
llowed one oielandioly smile on Napoleon's 
ifRns, No inoikient even of temporary success 
fas theirs m the line ; but they did establish 
I^b€im8elvea» with an odds of twenty to one, in 
the post ctf l4a Haye ^ainte, ip consequence^ 
it the Duke of Wellington's account testkSes^ 
af the unexpected. fiiilure of the ammunition 
^ a detachment of the German LegioDy to 
Ifinch k% defence was committed ; a failure 
9hidf» fiQm tijA position and great strength 
rf the assailants, it was at the time considered 
impossible to aufqply.. This very limited, and, 
93 At turared oiit, hwMus^ success of the ene* 
^h ^ appears is matter of much self-reproach 
^ the iKimmand^ in chief. He has been 
ti^ciid touse very hard wocds, when speaking 
of what he calls his want of presence erf* mind 
Aa lihe.oGcasioii. It was impossibk to send 
•mmunition in by the gates at the two sides 
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of the farm-yard ; but it mi^t haveapproadi?. 
ed the back of the house, under cover of thft. 
British fire, and been handed in by an aper^. 
ture made on purpose. Considering what iht^, 
general on such a day had to think of, it ^^ 
not be thought surprising that, with all bi| 
commanding influence, the Duke of WeOiii|g^ 
ton has not succeeded in indudng any of lui 
auditors to join in the accusation. He ha|| 
one comfort ; the post, when carried with iift- 
mense loss, did no good to the captors, K 
neutralized a large force ; and never fiv • 
moment shook the British center. 

The three attacks now described, we wieft 
told, might serve as a fiur specimen of ths 
reiterated war during the entire day. Fn)iP 
eleven in the morning till seven at nigbt, ii 
consisted of a succession of such assMilis, with 
unabated fury, and increasing numbers, ^ 
often with a boldness and deadly effect, wbidi 
perplexed our soldiers, and put their matcbliefli 
firmness to the utmost trial. lUx^y be 1)B« 
lieved, that every fresh onset swept away lottlr 
titudes of our infimtry ; still the survivors gs^ 
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Hot an inch of the grouitd> but made good the 
fees and firm the squares. No- men in £u- 
ibpe oould haveenduredxas they did. Again 
tbd again the enemy^s cannon and cavalry re- 
limnded from their ^^ adamantine front," dis- 
mayed and scattered. These were the breath^ 
ing times of our heroes ! Line was with admi- 
*sble alacrity formed for a greater breadth of 
fire than the squares afforded, imtnediately on 
sedng the hack plates of the cuirasses ; when 
ttiasses of French infantry approached with a 
heavy fire of musketry. They did *« go through 
their work," as Napoleon often muttered, un- 
like any troops Ac had ever seen. Such were 
flje vi^ts of the cannon and cavalry, that, as I 
have repeatedly been assured by officers with 
whom I have conversed, these interludes of 
faifintry batde were a kind of refreshment^ after 
their toil with the other arms ! They never 
took the trouble to look at the numbers ; they 
felt as if boys had attacked them, merely to 
^<^p them in wind ; and invariably routed the 
^itmms by a very few steps in advance with 
pointed bayonets. 



The Duke, in viriii^g dBflvreiil pointii 
oTteii received with « about of ittpfttienoc 
be led on. The gtUtet flSdi were Very 
of the iron ceaes, and ih^ iron grape abet 
immense body of Frotabinfittilry bft] 
approach 'that noUe i^meot at one tim^' 
the commander was paying tiiem a TJmt; 
ua at 'em, my Iiord," << let ua down 
'an,'* quite reg^udkaaaf tharnumbera. ^ 
yet,* replied the chief, <* not yet, my 
men, but you shall have at them sooti^; fimij 
little longer ; we aiica^ not be beat ; what 
they say in Englaad y The last tenuHrk 
praise rathar tfian^ caution, fofs-let any 
on earth match it, antient or modern, 
Thermopyl^ downwards, through ages aPl 
man firmness and chividroiia endiuiibani,- 
no part of the line did a thought of fiiii< 
from his allotted spot, or of oocnp^ing tinfl 
eiher fftomiA bikbid, than the btMdth<4if Hi 
back where he stood, if he diouid fiiH, Snii 
moment's shelter in the mind of the pooimt 
British soldier of Waterloo. The trite aad. 
abused term of glory does not ooevey tiMridea' 
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||# hiniiiiwVh fwit of the mcark of SMcji con* 
Ipn^. <^ Les Aagl^^ ^y* ^ intellig^iit 
iNdKNT. of tbe f^iaracur of the difierent Euio* 
Hm amft^fb bioMelf a fiFeBehmaD, **lje$ 
Ipl^fiift $9i»t uKbilntahleiiieBt le peiiple le plus 
It iiy de-d^ Tlgiurope; oelai qui affronte la 
||0rt» et la vok 49i|prQcAer,.avec le plus de sang 
Met dSudiffimiice*.'' 
^. From our iraiitage ground we had gauied 
% ferjr iitiafaetpry genecfd idea of the field^ 
Ifdf \^efbfie aettiag out on a circuit of mont 
limite laqpectioBt went down to the farm* 
iMme of La HayeSaint, tp euunine the stale 
|i ivhi^b the eoniiet had left that post Much 
4(t)lewxttl|^<>f the h^ttlelpiy hatveen theDuke 
^iCtWelliagtoKi^a iSlatioBy juidthe fannhous^ 
lhiEh:i9|B|U^ed the haaiud ta which he had, 
hs^ es|poiNedr 

•The f< Rdq^tM* adnits the neceautg^ qf 
Wjlftjigiigftiast 141 Hajre "Saipte ^' 4e nouulk^ 
fmmf hefem it mm taken, by the slaugbtw 

*** The ^English 8ie undoubtisdlj ^t» moet intt«pift 
|Q^ Of Europe t The peofile who meet ai weR u wtM 

I 
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df almost all its brave defenders. ItkjIuC 
an ordinary farm house and court df oiW 
The house forms one ade of a square, tfil 
the offices the other thtee ; the court yaidtti? 
lecting the manure in the middle, andshdi^ 
ing the cattle. The side opposite to the hooit 
is a long building for cows ; the passage bei^ 
separated from the cows' stalls by a pariftt 
about four feet high. At each end of the {M»> 
sage is a large door or gate, both ofwMA 
were literally riddled with musket balh, fifri 
frtm. within^ arid frorn witfumt^ as ccMild kaSf 
be distinguished from the kind of hoted* 
ball had made. The bodies, after the acdo% 
were heaped up in the cows' stalls, as ii^^ 
the parapet The whole farm houstf, fo^ 
and offices might have afforded room Satl^ 
or 1 500 men to act. They had made! bdlefe^l 
musketry all round the buildings ; nfid ^^ 
a hole had been made for them by thee^v?* 
The whole presented a scene of i^attel^ t^ 
which could not be looked upon without a ^ 
gree of interest amounting to terror. It stfl» 
a noble monument of the defermii^ed vafc* 
^f our German brvthrcn in arnas, 
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I. Some very poor ehildren who, seemed to 
Iprve about the ruins, sood joined us, and 
hgBLU to beg from us' *^ queique chose*' with 
%BeX persevering importunity* Their miser* 
Ue tappearance was in perfect agreement with 
lie. scene of desertion about diem. We saw 
p grown people who seemed to have any in- 
Nl^t .in the place. 

.£.>Haviiig succeeded in opening the shattered 

lioor. which led out to the fields to the westp 

Ipe saw aeveral women still engngec^ in the 

¥^y nipst'. Lucrative occupation of gleaning 

^ any thiog which they could sell to stranir 

ifpti^ .The same pearsons had very probably 

Jleen active. in stripping and plundering the 

••ban. We asked them where they were during 

Sihe aotAUii :— •* Tau^ea dans le 6ots*/' — Did 

^ikkj hear, the noise P— •The answer was a shrug 

9BoA look of dreadful recollection. They seem- 

«ito be finding very little worth taking up, 

We were ourselves at the moment more forr 

tanale, for among some straw, and plainly 

:>inarked with biood, we found a If rench bay- 

«enet» whk^ we brought away with ua. , 

• " All in the wood." 
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We leCumed to the tree» and doeotdl out 
course westward along the Biitisb r^tf mf 
There was no difficulty in tracing thewefc 
defended line— *it was now a Hie of gnmoi 
The sunrivoxs never quilted it, bot to ad^ 
' Tance. The Terj ground was haHowed ;*ibI 
it wastrodebjr us with reqpectandgiatitiidAi 
the nmltitudes below, so lately interred, eeat 
skmed a very impressing sabjeet of roleetioa 

If the unknown dead miUi finrtb tboe 
feelings, mmtb nMre did liie cooaciousneBtjf 
atanding on the iqpot, where some mie knoif 
to us had ««noUyfou{^t.andnoidydMf 
We stood where the inteiesting Sir Wilfiai 
de Laacey had ioset hisdeath, when nHfOBi^ 
with great spirit and effect, a faaltalioD of & 
Boverians, wbidi had got into oonfiiaba Bb 
noUy refused to occupy die time of ^e stf^ 
geons with hi$ wound, which he'had heard 
them pronounce mortal, when they thooght 
him iasensibfe. He was removed to the vit 
lageofWaterloo, where he &d. Tbia^gi&it 
young man's early name, and just favour ^ 
hh great commaQder,egBaied gaiieial aaddeip 
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mtsreet fbr-his fate; and no where more than 
4d Ediidburgh, wfaeie be had been nuurrie^ on- 
ly a few: weeks befinre* 

^- 'Indeed the instances of hermc death were 

•es numerous as they are affecting. Colondi 

Miller of die first Guards requested a last si^ 

^•tbe colours under which he had fought 

He kissed tbem fervently, and begged thoy 

■Bght be waved over him till he expired. 

1' The: laonemted Captain CuTzon, Lord Scars- 

'UeV sOBf^.met hiff fate with almost *< military 

f lee.^ In fdlting from his horse, he called out 

'gttly to Ijord March, who was riding with him 

«t « gallop^««*«< Good b'ye^ dear March." And 

liy one ellbrt more, when bis friend had left 

him for the urgent duty of animating a foreign 

^fi^ps, m very critical cireurostanoes, he loob- 

<d up, and eried << Well done, dear March.^' 

* ' The afflicting idea strongly occurred, of the 

wesx day's horrors of such a field as WatefT* 

'bo. Numbers of the desperately wounded 

I *<^ dying, ^ in the midst of the dead, raised 

Aeir heads, when visitors to the seene passed 

^Nn> to implore water, or to beg death at 

3 
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Act htmiBf to end their ■giWMi Ifaqref 
4lie wounded were nc* raMved tiU tlk& WeiU 
nesday, the third day after itfie battle. 

All was now hushed in ifae atilfaMM of db 
grave» the sadcomuofHalson wbiebtbe woindU 
adisnplbyed. Noaneii^faasnet^Beenk»€M 
Imagine how <anehtng k is to eea» ataewsd 
over the ground^ fragments of what (he bnM 
men wore iv eartaed when they faU. A nm ^ 
the straw of the trodden down oom wliidi 
atiil covered the ficld» lay caj^ sboesy pieoesef 
imifiMitts and sfairtiB, tofts, eoekade^ fiNiAei% 
onuHaental heraeJiaar red and Uael^ and idhm 
inott dtrucic us^ great ^uandlies o£ kltcn» aoi 
leaves of books. The ktler were modi Ins 
ftriie&ieed by rein and mud, to make it wndb 
4iur mhji^ to lift any <»f them, b one le^a^ 

#e eould just make ant liie wnrdsi i&affBeting 
in liie oireunMtanees» ^ My dew hasbmnL?* 
We hrottj^tawmy mirm liisiiiii iif fi ninmmi 
liymB book ; and fih^hably, had wehnd tnam^ 
ns^fat havefound something eurious in n>din« 
iMrtment in which the peasants aawmd unksil 
nil 4o have jmtieipat^ usr 
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^ ¥Ke^€ie noir^on tbf sliiioB of ihe Ffiae^ 
«f * Own»y» and whom he rirai^ived hit vfOMod* 
'TheDfutefaMid Beigitiis imdtr UfisHii^ 
flte oDMnMnd faeht^ very. ^Ii«iitly. Tb^ 
4PfiBae W oaki, ID a jponcot^ ^l^valrous fedr 
«||^ vhon jqp^iidiilig tfaekr talourp to h«v^ tor» 

odums; adding^ tfatthf-djtfl notkaoir 
yiM» best Aiiif rirnd k> and diai^pfiMw be |;ave it 

A very gay i^eginumt laf ^g««lli^«lel}l ]Ji^ 
v^lnnteeni m^ap^ ia die battle of Water- 
4md ; aJBL4aJbatii»nafiT of ^a aantiQemNil ioity , ^.bidi 
i ihaUnoc Mine. An ppportamty ooomsied 
dbcm 10 ohaqge liie Freoid^ «avii(iy, aadmp 
«aioe (to ih^oi witf) an Sirdar ^ 
ao tliat 4&et9 frovo Lord Wfi(liQ|^i:i. 
Wtair jaflfead, ki great suif pi«^, 49k))^cAad it^ 
la gtBttngdi»-*r4hrir cuiir aa i w iw-^^ a nd tli^ 
idflnatiMi^ 'vhidk bad jonaoeonittably^ b^ 
laaoaped llie <ktt»iiia«d^ in rCfoii^, ititf 
^ aQK^i>>^^ ARBiia all gmikmn. iTUIp dw^^rt* 
lagcraqpMiae ms carried l)ack ioJ^NVl W^ 
lingion ; who despatched the messenger again 
to say, that if the gentlemen would take post 
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upon an eoinence^ 'Whkh lie poistod lo4& fiA 
rear, they would hme<m txcMeiU fnemi£ ^ 
battle; and he would leave the dunoeafjti 
proper time to charge entirely to tkek ov^ 
sagacity and discretion, in which he had dll' 
fullest confklence ! The cohxiel actually thiahit 
ed the aid^u-^np, for this distinguisbedfoA 
of honour, and foUowed by his gallant :tni|i 
' with th^r very hig^ plumes, (the present g^ 
point of continental military fof^poy^) wasiMit 
of danger in a moment 

A r£^;unent of lig^t dragoons of a very iHk 
ferent stamps the IStb, was posted near ^ 
Prince of Orange. Their charges ware of thiri 
most spirited kind ; and nothing but die esie! 
rasses enabled the French dragoons to leflul 
them. In the account of so much pure valour- 
without trick or cover, against so muchimai^ 
it is not difficult to decide where honour woali 
award the balance. Many brave man if 0k 
sac rifi ced to the ircm cases, and taffeta fli^ 
which frightened their horses. A gldlaql 
young friend of my o#n*, lay near the wpA^ 

« Mr. Elliot Loddiarty eldest son of tiie Memberl^' 
Sefldrkfduxe. 
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Wspw xesdbed. He bad Just joined the Idth 
iHgnnm; iia4^ in the first chai^ of his regi- 
imiy m whifih he bore « Tery distinguished 
imij; i^eeived a wound which wia iujstantlj 
ImIL These ww a melaacboly satisfaction in 
IwhiMiiig tbe spot of 1m hoooucaUe grave : 
A^fWudor fffifMilQbre die turf on which the 
^Mkt faUs^^kra the proudest imuwleuin in 
tManttod geouod. 

' K0 fiavt #f the fiiU was more fertile in inw 
ivessive aaaciei«tkN3a» than the fffmnA of the 
Ml wd VSd s^ittients, Mgaded under our 
iiOMil eoB9tV]HPan, seveirely woimded in the 
iMtk; Sk Colin Halket I had already heard 
Midi ^ the firmness of these brave troc^ : 
tM watf to hear «tUl more. To no square did 
Aia irMkry, Md fianicuWly the cuveassiers^ 
iMjf VNwe ' ffsquent and tremendous visits ; 
MNi never was it shaken for a moment. The 
9km9$k tiil^wa^ of the seldiers with these deaths 
t^ringing visitants, increi^iad so much as the 
^ adraneed, that they began to recognise 
Ibeir faces. Their boldness much provoked 
^ men. The^ gaOoped up to the bayqmt 
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points, where of course tbmr horses nade & 
full stop, to the great danger of pitdbng dS^ 
riders into the square. They then rodc^ ixwcflft 
and round the fearless' bulwai^ of baj6iuMf* 
and in all the confidence of patioply, uft i fc * 
coolly wcUked their horses, to have more'^u^ 
to search for some chasm in the ranks, m^ijt 
tliey might ride in. The balls absolutdiy nri| 
upon their mail ; and nothing incoBitticiA# 
the rider, except bringing down his hdrs^ 
which at last became the general cftd&r. ^ fir 
that event he surrendered himself, and wiib' 
received within the square, till he ccraldtKf 
sent prisoner to the rear;— a generosity ffl- 
merited, when it is oon^dered that the Fraidl 
spared very few lives, which it was in thrir 
power to take. Many officers were murdei^ 
after ^ving up their sWords ; and when ptt 
soners were collected, cavalry were sent to cot 
them down, when circumstances at the 
prevented their removal * I 



* A young officer of the Greys, well knoiro to the w^ 
thor, wtf ihot by a Fronch officer wiioM life be hftd ]■•• 
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. la abe reynAutianuTf demoralization, pro* 
hMsed by aai ^uatioii of violence and selfish* 
fteaa, nothing is more frightful than the want 
9f feeUng which charaeterises.the French sol- 
iievy. Their prisoners could hardly expect 
kd be qpQisd by the men, who lying wounded 
iliemflelTea in the hoaintals at Antwerpi were 
l^ften seen mimickiiig the contortions of coun- 
inumci^, which were produced by the agonies 
(if death) in one. of thmr own comrades in the 
pext bed. There is no curse to be compared 
Ao. the pQuptr jof fiends like these* Europe en« 
^A!t wto roused to put them down ; and they 
stftade a ^gantic effort at Waterloo to rise again. 
#t makea one shudder to think that they were 
liridiin a hairVbreadth of > succeeding ; and 
^"^ftea I gxperienced 9 movement, in which it 
«^vas baisd to.say^ whether there was most of 
^indignation or ridicule, when I heard French- 
)|iifin.and ¥sw9brwmen lamenting, in pathetic 

. 'Mrr^d. The object of tbe Freochman was to make bis es-^ 
cape. He did not effect bis purpose i being OTertaken and 
m. to pieces by the enrajj^d soldiers* 
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The cuiraaMen veit m p e ld B y Aimi ^ 
by the 90th, and tbeir eonmrie-ngitiieiit;^ 
dttoed themselves by pakiful Aigmm, 
and more 'every attack, lint ivas 
agtdn formed withmnrearied^kwcitjr; 
piaii^ escaped Uie pMetit soidjer^a lipi^«i£i 
except an ocoasiomd^ary to be led on* 
atorm 'iraa seen again gathomif and* 
OH. The^seriotfteoaimafidi ^ wft4 
prepttfe'to receive •Oivmh^fs" itrttftompikpi 
accurately obeyed iSle ^Arhde inoe 
on their breafits to let the inm ahower «f< 

artillery fly over, and •ereetinaninataiiV 
the cannon oeased and theoaviAiy 
Their country do not kmnr mie-leBli^ of < 
merit of «< the mm of Wateriaa'' 

Unable to break in upantha squamiigr) 
force, a commanding officer of cuiramera 
m rusC'de^gfient ; he lowered his awiird lo' 



/ ** Virtae iuifortini«t«» but alwayt respectable. 



\K0 f&Iket Several of tiie olRcers called 
p^ « Sir, they fttftrender *i— « Be firm arid 
Jfe," was the promptly obeyed answer. The 
PBuMd jastty sruspedted tat cffet of surrender 
Ira bddy df infiintry ifixed to the spot in a 
Itfehsnre pi6siti<in, by Ja body 6f cavalry, wh6 
1^ the eption 6f gallc^ng off with ail the 
phi <^n behind^ them. The voHey sent the 
Islolkel ^aild his cuirassiers, as ususd, a6luit, 

i 

M& a laugh of deri^i<m fftAn the tneti he Imfl 
llMlittoeuttopiet^s; and many a ringTrpnii 
Rirtyhj upon the baek pieees of the mttAh. 
^ V\Ai gallafit brigade was hdftotrred wil!h'se- 
itoJ visttts frdoi the illtistrious chief. Vn 6nfe 
pK enquired « how they irere ?* The an^wet 
*lBj that two thirds of their number weTb 
Aown, and that' the rest weihe so e^h^^ed^ 
wt leave -to retire, even fyra i^hcttt time, wate 
ttost desirable ; sdme of the foreign corps, w'ho 
^Klnot suffered, to take their ptace. General 
B« was told that the issue depended mi the 
^BBflioching front of the British tro6ps ; and 
^i>8t even a change of pl^ce was hazardous in 
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the extreme. He innprewivel j said, << 
my lord, we stand here till the last man 

One anecdote more of this glorious 
I eannot withhold. I have no apology to Jfjm 
for the length of my narrative ; I feel WJ^ 
every one who reads of Waterloo, will sfM 
with me in opinion, that it is impossible «| 
dwell too long upon the engrossing theSft 
A gleam of the gentler affections is ha^ 
with tenfold sympathy, idien for a momeaQt 
gilds an interval of the empire of the steffV 
virtues in the warrior's bosom. It is Uke^ 
breathing of the softest flute after the dai^tf 
a thousand trumpets ; or the downy coooM 
of the halcyon's breast which stills the stonif 
sea*. In the midst of their dangers, this bsaj 
of heroes had their attention called to a v^ 
affecting scene of private friendship. TwocC 
the officers were the more closely attached t9 
each other, that they were not on terms ofp^ 
feet good understanding with the rest of ^ 
mess; owing to, their having opposed floo^ 

* Burke» in hit bold figurative kngoage, eompsn^ ^ 
kinder affitctions to *• ttie loft freen of tlie aouli on wbii htM 
eye loves to repoie.** 
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ttiangements 'which it was expected would 
je attended with some expence ; and at the 
tme mnc^aled, most delicately, the real 
la of their opposition to the general 
that besides their own famihes, they bad 
•ro Asters to support ; a consideration 
which assuredly they could not hnvepkaJtd in 
iiYain. The nmilari^ of their circumstances 
l^Dost naturally cemented their fiiendship; 
^rh'ich was quite a bye-word in the regiment 
After doing their duty calmly through nearly 
k the whole of the murderous day, they found 
k^thentBelves both unhurt at a late hour in the 
f^ evening ; when one of them playfully called 
f^to the other, who stood at a little distance, ** I 
. always told you they never would hit me ; 
^ they ntvei did it in Spain ; and they have 
'^ not done it to-day." He had haidly spoke, 
. when he was shot dead on the spot His friend 
stood for a few m<Hnents motionless-, then 
hurst into tears ; flew to the body, threw him- 
self down beade it, and sobbed over it, inar- 
tteutately repeating several times, " My only 
' friend." The officer who related die affecting 
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»ftory 2 tald me that, so cofn|»letely did the sof^ i 
OTerconie every one who witnessed it, t|i^l 
was not a dry eye among them. 

There were not wantiqg spoie strilsiiix ia-| 
stances of individual heroism al Wat^rloQ^ 

€k'neral H^lket had a brother in the fidU^I 
who was colonel of a Hanoverii^n corps^ ^jt\ 
regiment of the German le^o^^. A tnul 
spirit is relatied ef him which haa&^ 
pies in modem warfare ; s^i is ^ojt ^9:5 
by the far^&med ^tcbiev^^nt of Stptetl 
JObruce in hi& skprt combat with Sii; Senigr Bo^[ 
bun, in that memorable b^tUe, wlucti s\g^ 
fopemost on iiistory^s br^ghtj^s^ P^g^, ^ 
t^rloo was fought A Fr^Qcb general wa^ g|.i 
ii^ his orders wiith g^at .^nfid^nce to a 
body of troops ; and had coipe to their froni 
unattended. Cplqnel Halket made .a dash atl 
liim at full gallop ; and, puttii^ a pistol po}u$\ 
breast, so^^ed h^s hprse'a rein9, ^jid ^n^ij^ht 
him QjflT from the vejry beards of hji^ wonder- 
f truck spldien ! I had the gopd fortune Ip. 
Impend an^venin^ at the Hague with the too- 
ther aod lister of these gimant me&; from 
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^hom, it is needless to observe, I heard not 
ihe word of their deeds ; which were quite 
new to me when I arrived at Brussels. 

I had seen, as formerly mentioned, a young 
ofllber at Antwerp, who had received twenty- 
fi>^r sabre wounds. The 69th, his regiment, 
with another, was the square next on the right 
of General Halket'^s. In one of their forma- 
'tions the French cavalry was unfortunately too 
soon up for them, penetrated into the midst of 
them, and almost cut them to pieces. 

We saw the p<Mnt where a Bel^c corps was 
stationed on. the right, where the French call- 
ed out, << Brave Belgians, come over and join 
your old comrades.'' It is well known they 
did not comply with the invitation. 

We next in our interesting round, arrived 

at the memorable post of Hougomont, for ever 

assodated with the name of the British foot 

guards and the warriors of Brunswick. To 

, them exclufflvely belongs the glory of having 

foiled the persevering and desperate attacks Of 

' ^t least 90,000 of the enemy ; and they were 

^ just the ^r9t, second^ and Udrd regiment of 

3 
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jHurdfly wkh a d^tepboient of BruDswicfcers. 
H^rp iigain oationai ffelings w^re not to be 
resisted^ Lord Salloup^ Colonels Hom^ and 
M^DooneU being of the <* North CountBe^" 
a nation (says the sweef^t of th^ bard%) 

** Patient of t<nl ; serene amidst alarms : 
** Inflexible in £iith ; invincible in arms.** 

We ivare surprised l» find Hougomottt* ^ 
country seat with gardens oeady laid out in 
the Dutch taste, and ezjten^ve offices. AamP 
wood was on the outside, a short distance from 
the high garden wall, wludi b of bride, p^- 
ibi^ted in two tiers Sot musketry, and ah^i^ter- 
ed wish die enein/is cannon liaUs. 711^ Sf^ 
companies of the tlirc$e regiioents of guards 
were stationed in this woody jsnd were pf course 
driven into the bouse. 

* More correctly Gomont The uniiDpoftaut mh/ttlkt, 
it is bdieved, originated in the memorable despfttdics; 

i&a0A^ ^ U mft^m ^ ^Smmi. 4t js flf^ii«4 apw to 
j^rfftsitf. 
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The French officer's <' fidqfiqn" adpiits t}|A( 
the place was not taken ; that his country men 
mfiered dreadfully in their unavailii^ at- 
tempts upon it, and at last endeavoured to 
sh^ it on fire. This they only partially ef- 
fected ; but they did leave the pl^ce a scorch* 
ed and shattered inheritance, first to its brave 
defenders^ and ultimately to its proprietor. 

We coul4 i^t resist pickipg up some small 
fn^;meDts even of the bricks a^d slates of this 
ncred spot ; and we fopiid §oi[ne pieices of the 
Jbombs by which the chief h^ypc was occasion- 
M* For some time after the battle, the accu- 
miration of dead in and aroupd this post pre- 
sented, perbi^ the most shocking spect^le in 
the whole fi^ld, Whep in the garden, where 
fruit-trees and shrubberies seemefl |u» if they 
^ere blighted, and the neat alleys of holly and 
yew were much torji and deranged, we saw 
the poor gardener, who had. remained in his 
garden all the time of the furious storm ; be- 
<^use, as he candidly owned, after the battle 
was begun^ he could not venture out of it 
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He oonfirmed the fact that the enemy never 
were within the premiies ; if we except occa- 
oonal irruptions into the garden, out of which 
they were as often driven. 

It is said that two ladies, deeply interested 
for some relative, sat in a caniajge during the 
greatest part of the action, on the great roaii ; 
certainly repeatedly under fire. And an dU 
woman remained m Her cottage almost in the 
xnidst of the fight ; as she said, to save ha 
cows and pigs ! We did not see this heroine. 

The natural idea of the indemnificatioii ct 
the owner of Hougomont occurred to us whei 
we surveyed his roofless walls and desolate 
domain. One of the farmers of the field the 
progress of which to harvest had been so tre- 
mendously interrupted, asked us whether the 
British government was to pay him for his 

corn which had been trodden down ? We toU 

• •  • . ' 

him that the said government has sometimes 
paid much less reasonable costs ; and thiit he 
should at least make the trial by putting la 
his claim. 
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Tbe wood on the outbade had been choaked 
up with the Fretich dead; and more wreck 
hj here than oa any other part of the plain. 

^e crossed diagonally to tlie hovel of Belle 
4lliiaux, B name of superstiuous coincidence ; 
OB which it is the French cDstom more than 
ours to lay much etress. Certably they never 
)tui4 three such names as Fuentes d'Honon, TtV- 
Iwui, and£e& J/Zioncftohoastof! The house 
is of the poorest description i consisting of two 
nmmB, with two smaller back rooms ; a pas> 
.fage,aad some miserable htJes up stairs. There 
tin also some ruinous out-houses, and a well 
into which several dead bodies were thrown. 
On the gahel of the house, tbe owner has 
painted in very large and rude letters in black 
on a white-wash ground, " Hottl de la Belie 
Miancer 

Our offica assured us, that Wellington and 
Blucher did not meet in this house, as general- 
ly believed ; but some hundred yards further 
on m the pursuit. He had hinisdf seen the 
meeting and the parting of these two great 
men, oa that never to be forgotten occa£ 
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It is possible the Duke may have eotered the 
house ; and the people shew a straw bottM- 
ed chair on which they say he sat down^— but 
at any rate it was the head quarters of Booi- 
parte during the battle. The latter bad su^ 
ped in one house, and slept in another, libtftr 
from Belle Alliance. The first of these houMs 
had been unroofed and near! v destroyed^ for 
no assignable reason. 

We entered the house, hovel as it was, witb 
great respect; got some refreshment, and 
drank a bumper on the spot to the alliance. A 
party of Brussels inhabitants, whom we had 
often met on the field, were, shanng the same 
l)read and cheese, and vin du jioyt, . There 
was no resisting a toast for them, ** Vive k 
brave Prince i Orange^ tt lea Beiges ,fm at bo^ 
Uretd d see cctes $ur ce champ meme*." 

The return was, ^< Vive le puissant WdlJMgr 
ion et sea braves Anglais, nos meilleurs amisf-'' 



* •• Long live tibe hnve Prince tifOnn^, sad tbeBi^ 

|pumswbolought1iyfaki«deontiiisv^rjfl«M«** -. 

t *< Long lire the powerful Welluigtim and liis bivve 
Engluh, our beet fiieudSi** 
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We were so much in the spirit of the mo- 
ment and place, as to read while we rested 
lx>th Lford Wellingtcm's and Bonaparte's ac- 
count of the battle, which we had with us ; 
and in the same newspaper there happened to 
lie the aceount of the proceedings of the Edin- 
)hirgh meeting for the Waterloo subscription. 
'The speeches of several well-known charac« 
tera, and among the rest of Mr. Waiter Scott, 
we read aloud ; and certainly they could not 
have been read on a more appropriate spot 
ihie extravagance further, we committed with- 
in the meniorable walls of Bdk AUiance. The 
passage was white-washed, and many names 
i^ere written aponit ; we '<}uoted the following 
fines from the Vision of iDon Roderick, on the 
y^ry spot of Napoleon''s final defeat and ruin, 
on his Jlrst trial of Arength with " the Wd- 
lington/' The poet apostrophises ^Massena 
«fter the battle of Fnentes d'Honoro, 

** Tell him itij ocmqueror wis Wellington; 
^ And if he chafi^ be las imn fortune tned, 
*' iM mad our osttse^ to sad, th« venture w«11 abide.** 
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As we were so far advanced. We wi^ied, be* 
fore visiting Bonaparte's station and retumif^ 
to the posidon of the left wing, to have one 
glance of the country over which the paniiS 
struck enemy had fled. Nothing meets ilb^ 
eye but extensive unlndosed com fields, Widi. 
very little wood ; as if Soign6 had rendered ifi ^ 
further pIantati(Ni in i|s region unneoessai^.' 
There could not have been a clearer field for 
flight ; ^nd well the advantage was appfbdat* 
ed by every mXvidual French soldier. It was 
in this quarter the Prussian stragglers wefe 
most dangerous for several days after the bat* 
tie. 

The officer who was with us belonged to 
the d3d. His regiment passed close to A& 
Alliance on the opposite side of the road ; by 
which means he was witness to what TjOifA 
T^ellington even said to Blucher. He saw 
thei!n meet on the road, a&d walk their horses 
for some hundred yards, in earnest converse* 
tion ; when Lord Wellington wished the ve- 
teran- gbdd i^ght and sueoesa in the pursuit; 
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iflDd turned hi* horse back again to Waterloo 
to write Ilia, important despatches. 
. For a great breadth along tb& road, our 
^pointed, out to ua the station of the re- 
e of the cavalry of the old guard ; with 
ch a desperate final effort was made to re- 
re the battle. The marks 'of the horses 
< feet in the de^ ground, hardened again when 
w^ saw it, gave us on idea of the immen- 
se of the force which had stood there. The 
>!?8erve of the young guard was posted in a 
Mihw between BeUe Alliamx and Mon Plai- 
.nV. To the right of the S3d, advanced in the 
pursuit the 52d and 71st regiments. It fell 
to them to meet the young guard. Numbers 
, wei» more than ever out of the question — pa- 
. nw had spread through the vast host of the 
. foeiny. The two regiments, weakened as they 
^ been, rushed upon the guard, and routed 
>t in an instant ; the same guard with whose 
^{Hrit and equipment Bonaparte had so lately 
before made all Europe to resound. A most 
'(wiirable manoeuvre was here performed by 
the two victorious regiments. They separated, 
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And running oti two sides of an oval for a '< 
nderable way, met again ; and thus cut off 
veral thousand prisoners. 

Returning by SeUe AUumtXf we dd\ 
about 150 yards to the rising ground, on 
left hand side of the road looking to the 
tish army, from which Napoleon viewed 
field ; and a very complete view he had of' 
He had no scaffold erected where he sU 
and certainly never went, after the battle 
commenced, to the telegraph in^e rear^ whi 
was at the distance of at least a tdlle. Hi4 
** RelattorC* says that he was generally 
mounted, walking backwards and forwards 
his usual attitude, with his hand^ behind 
back, and looking stedfastly at the conf^i 
Lacoste the farmer, or rather proprietor of 
belle Alliance^ it is well known, was pinione^i 
set on horseback, and placed beside the £id< 
peror ; very often exposed to fire, and lauj 
at for manifesting very natural alton ; 
off for some miles in the flight,^ when the Ei 
peror used the freedom to forget him ; and 
timately dismissed with the high reward for dO 
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ll^lmd undergone, of one iSTapo/leoii Jor, about 
IP^, Sterling. - We had the good fortune tp 
Bee this man. By the concurring testimony of 
(Ipt^nds as v^ell as enemies, the great Napoleon 
If^jeited hU naine on the spot of ground wheire 
^ now stood. With alj his pretensions to 
jn^suji^iate skil}^ he had l^ut one tactique^ and 
1^ wa^ furious onset witl^ ovarpowering mas- 
%saf ^orce ; a system wh^ch ha^ in no previ- 
^ V^tle, Leipsic excepted, ever faile^d hini. 
J^e wa^ yteJi aware of the numei^cal inferiority 
^ tjl^e ^ri;tish army, and making every allow- 
f^ for ^ir detjermined valour^ well known, 
rfet jcjt untried by him, he, concluded confi- 
'4^$y:) that as they must rem^n oa the de^^ 
.feosiv^^ a sufficient quantity of grape shot^ 
■ffould, in a certain number of hours, entirely 
cut them dpwii. 

jHis ignorant surprise has abready been men* 
^ned, apd pretended joy to see the En^li^ 
lu^ed about at all ; his exclamation <^ Ah ! t 
k%ve them yet,^ evidently shewed that he ha^ 
^er fought them before. Lacpste describ^ 
his agitation as extreme, and his consumption 

2 
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of SDuff inordinate, when the three mighty ar- 
mies which he had rolled on to Hougomont, 
La Haye Sainte, and the British left, failed to 
produce the result of French onset to which he 
had been accustomed.— -Two were defied and 
visited with frightful carnage ; and one was al- 
ready recoiling in confusion; and they compris- 
ed more than half his vast army. He became 
cross and short in his answers ; and furious 
in his commands. He had however no want 
of troops. For six hours more, with lus usuaf 
profligate expence of human life, he varied not 
the mode of attack, but poured his devoted 
enthusiasts on, though again aiid again driven 
beck with immense slaughter. La Haye Sainte 
was taken, half a mile in his front along the 
road. It was of no use but ^ inclose the cap- 
tors for the well-directed range of the Bri- 
tish howitzers. A message came from the 

« 

general, for orders about that useless post 
which could not be kept because of a battery 
which commanded it ; what would it please lain 
Majesty to order him to do ? << STen empa- 



TVt^9 ^AS t^^ laconic answer, and the Empe- 
SQT turned his back on the aide-du-camp. 

He could not restrain occasional compli- 
jc^ts to the British ^oops.— " How they 
£)irin,-^how they move, — ^how they do their 

^j^f)t this time, pearly four o'^clock in the 
ll^^pon, a British o^cer was brought into 
ll^ pr^s^ce a prisoner. He was severely 
jfpxmd^edy but as it is an important rule in 
]|^tle to transmit prisoners of rank to head- 
quarters, be was detained till several questions 
iprere pi|t to him by the Emperor, and, as I 
.]pu» formed, with great politeness. 

1^^. << ^s Lord Wellington himself in the 
^eld>— iiw. « He is." ' ' ' 

2d. << What is the state of the spirits of the 
,£Qglish troops i'^'^dns. ^* ^ determined as 



ever,'" 

• • * 



Sd. " Where are the ^Prussians Y^'^Ans. 
<' It is believed they are at hand." 

•"Canjit"! 
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Bonaparte was observed to look thought 
He however politely dismissed the officer, to 
have his wounds taken care of. 

The British keeping their defensive pon- 

tion, the entire French army, as the assailants, 

naturally found themselves very considerably 

advanced on the plain ; an advaoce wiiidi 

Bonaparte falsely called occupying the BritiA 

line. This very advance was their ruin. The 

artillery now played from their higher gromid 

upon the whole French army with the exceptba 

of the reserve of the guard, old and young; 

and every opportunity of attack was seized by 

the British, both infantry and cavalry. *^Tte 

combat deepened," and fresh spirits rushrf 

♦* to glory or the grave." It was the tug of 

battle : The impetuosity, the high spirit, the 

** stem joy," of first onset was gone by ; nof 

was come the inurderous strain of the mighty 

armies, the poise and balance of the day. 

« The aifair is kept i^," (se soutient) says 
the ^^Relationr — " not a foot on either side 
*< is yielded; new columns advance; charges 
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^ are renewed ; three times the portion is gcL 
<< the point of being forced ; and three times, 
"after prodigies of valour, the French are 

• <* stopped short.'" 

Nothing can be more descriptive than what 
'Mlows of the re-action, the languor, which 
/fticceed over-excitement ; the depression of 
'• baulked enthusiasm. 
' ** Hesitation appeared in the French army, 
^* and marked uneasiness (de mvea inquietudes.) 
^ Some dismounted batteries jetire, multi- 
etudes of' wounded separate from the co- 

• '^ lumns, and spread alarm for the issue of 
" battle. Profound silence had succeeded to 
*' the acclamations and cries of joy of the sol- 
" diers, sure of being led to victory. At the 

moment all the troops, with the exception 
of the infantry of the guards were engaged 

" and -exposed to a fire the most murderous. 

e The action continued with the same violence, 

** but fed to no result - 
. ^r/l was near stven dckdc. Bonaparte, who 

^^ till that moment had remained on the ridge 

'* which he had chosen, and firom which he 



M 
« 



^ji^ 



^ law vttll all that Daned« conteiiixilated vitk 

H a look <tf fe?»cit^, ^ '♦iAVF* PPMi^ of 
^ ip frightful a bu^hery. TI^ Qu^e tfys 9bf 
<< stacles multiplied, the more he becfux^ al> 
<< ^nate. He was indignant at the vof&xe^ 
<< fi^ea difficulties ; and, far from Ifmlogfyifff^. 
<^to devote ap ^unny, whose confidpiye in hinf. 
<< bad no bounds, he persevered in aendingojf 
<< fresh troops, with orders to noarch forward, 
f* to charge witli the bayonet, to sweep ^vaj. 
f* Sc^veral times he wfis told from different 
<< pmnts, ^t the fiffair was against him, that 
« the troops appeared to be shaken ; ^cnanari! 
f^ ripondit'Uf « en avca^^^ 

m 

Anqther Pritisb jCffli^iyriis brought pri^ 
er Qtthi^rmre juncture; /ind .witnessed the 
MQe^pected demeanour .of^th^s hitherto ido- 
Uased rq^, in the pres^p^^f an easafxy^ff^j^ 
.to.him* He raved 9n4 stgrp^ed, woA^ieg^ 
)^^f^yfnt,vmai^ thi:wAF#y p,a jwpwrt the 
character founded on fifteen jj^irs of jDttiiadea 
'liow4pnBpl^llllistiwiye,l9l!Wt;^^ fig^Ung^^f a 



J 
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British officer, to ^ar the answer ^ven to the 
general wholesale commands, to destroy and 
lireak and sweep away the English. ^^ Sire^ 
iltai imposibleJ* Yet at that very moment 
Bonaparte was sending off estaffettes with des- 
patches, proclaiming success ; and, true to the 
kst gasp of his political existence, to that lying 
policy which has itself roused the vengeance of 
united 'Europe, he repeated several times, 
" avec dUtracttcnj'^ when one courier was just 
departing. <^ Qittl iCmMie pas de dire par-ttnU 
que la victoire est it mm *P Several officers near 
him expressed their wonder^ by saying, << // a 
perdu la t&ef.^: 

^ow different this melancholy scene of the 
fnry of disappdiiited-bppression, from the calm 
which he pretended at Jena ! when, oil a safe 
emineiice, far Hbove the passions of the war 
helow, anil its vulgar risks, he played the un- 
ruffled 'god j and annihilated columns of the 

• *• Let him not foi^et to say every where, that the victo* 
T w mine." 
t " He has lost bis head." 
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eoemy by waving his baton ! It is indeed time 
t}utt this mummery^ this serenity c^ triiuo- 
phaat profligacy should be exposed in all iti 
hollow worthlessness and naked d^nnity. 

The Prussians appeared. — ^From tbegraood 
on which we stood, the wood seemed abai$ 
three miles off, from which they I^fui to d^ 
bpuche about seven o^clock in the evenipg^ 
Lacoste witnessed the infcnrmatio^ repeatedUjp 
brought to Bonaparte, and Igiearcl hia pec^ 
vering assertion^ that it ^^^ the corps of l|4^ 
sbal. Grouchy. This, luj^weverj wa3 npt bii 
se^I belief; for, instead 9f Wi|itiiig for it, ^ 
immediately resolved to throw his last stai;i^ 
before the ppssibk Fr^ssiaps nii^t arme* 
The old and middle guard Vfw hqw ordered 
forward, as the last cclumn ^f f^ttack. Itiraf 
led by Ney, as he himsoir narrate^, in iiiouqK 
ful silence, to make a lad de8p€si;ate effc^ Oil 
the British center and leCt : he weP knpwtfig 
all the time that the battle was already lost 
and could not be retrieved by a mere leser^ 
if the whole army had failed to make any iflX* 
pression on the British position. 
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The Picton warriors, with the gallant Kempt 
lit their bead,— ^for Picton was no moi*i— were 
t6 meet and confound this last effort of rage 
ibid de^ir. 

We lefk the station of Bonaparte, and in 

imagination, as we proceeded, attended the 

iMien march lof this column to the point of 

Its flestined defeat The whole French army 

hid been premonifehed of the movement, and 

»e# and d^i^perate effbrts wtre called for. 

All ey^s were fixed on the oJd guard, whibh 

Bad never before failed. N^w efforts toefe 

laade, in a sdirpri^ing degree^ by this infianv- 

mable volatile soldiery. The 0ame of honour 

named, however, much more steadily in the 

British army. Great efforts in theii^ eiMMnlei^, 

^ usual, produced still greater in them ; and 

i^ot an inch of ground was gaiiied by the a#^ 

sailants. The track over which the guard 

^oved, and over which they fled, was stilf, 

when we passed it, covered by their spoil, and 

Marked- by horses* feet, cannon wheels, and 

the deeper furrows of balls and bombs. Pon- 

sonby fell here. 



r  
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As usual, the artillery of the guard poovdi 
its iron shower, and the cavahry followed with 
its desperate charge. It is in vain fo Bo* 
naparte to say, that his old guard was not 
beaten, or that the cry to which be attnbutei 
his defeat, << the old guard is driven back^rT 
was not true. The bold movement of Picta% 
with his favourite Highlanders, was tned faf 
bis successor; and the boasted cavalry of the 
old imperial guard was charged and routed 
by the Scottish bayonet ! We stood widi 
exquisite national feelings here. From this 
point, commenced that final and fatal re* 
bound of the enemy, which determined Lord 
Wellington to give the order for a genecjd 
attack by the whole British army. . The io- 
fantry of Kempt's diviaon rushed down tbe 
slope, in* pursuit of their advantage. As 
immense mass of the grenadiers of the guaid 
stood yet unlH^en in their front. Tbe Grej* 
<Hice more appeared ; and, impatient^o 8U}> 
port their countrymen, leapt their horses 
through the hedge, and hardly waiting to 
form, galloped down into the middle of the 
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fiiglUatiders, dieering, ^^ Scoiknd for everT 
The watch-word excited a phrenzy of ardour, 
and the old guard were scattered before them. 
Key^ by his own account, dismounted, fled 
00 foot, from what he calls *< that terribk bat- 
de,^ add, unfortunately for himself, escaped ; 
while, in glorious contrast, Picton was borne 
fifeless from the field. Like Poneonby, he 
M m advance of the position, and 

." With hif back to the groond* and his feet to the foe^ 

*^ Leaving in battle no blot on his name, 

^ U)ok*d proudly io heaven, from the death-bed of fame/ ^ 

A thousand French dead^ alone, lay on this 
^t ; eveti yet it exhibited holsters (one we 
observed which had been filled with blood,) 
standaad holders, pieces of bridles, straps^ 
girths, &c. all denoting a tremendous conflict 
, of cavalry ; and the ground seemed qtiite cut 
to pieces with marks of the atrugglmg exer- 
tions of horses^ fiset. The well-known caps 
of the grenadiers of the French guard, lay 
yet in considerable numbers; with rags of 
^eir uniforms. Some more affecting remains 
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w6fe dso dwre, pieoeB of tartan «ftd cf *» 
tridi ^allien, the plaida and ^OM of S«il^ 
land*. 

A loud ^heer, we were infoniied -by ma A 
fioer, now ran al^ng the whole Bridfih fiii 
He was Hiuch struck by obderrittg the M 
ahhieoutat that moment, after hanogiM 
fcome hours under cloud ? In an- instant, dtt 
whole was on the forward move. TlitBiitlA 
foot guards had destroyed a oolumn of the aU 
guardj in thrir own front, near Hougomcdt 
The enemy were already in irretrievable rout 
The feeble attempt, made in despkir, by Bom* 

* In additioa to Manhal BlncfaeHf testimMy io )ui^ 
patchy that the old gaard << were baflted by the intrepidftf 
of the Scottish regimeots/' it was aiost flatteiisg to B^ 
Hke truth of this almost miracdlotto o<Wduct of o«r eotilf 
men, oonfiroied by Uie lArevaiiiDg belief both io VtM^ 
on the road to it, in consequence of what was tsM by # 
French soldiers themselves, that it was the Scotdi troof* 
who chiefly occasioned the loss of the battle, by d^f<i^ 
the tfld gtmrd. The impression they have tnade ia M 
itself, tbily justt&es the belief on the subject TtrtMif 
• pruYailing fashion with the ladies; and the fall p^^^ 
•mployed as an attraction by wax-work exhibitors* '"^ 
it likewise introduced on the stage with great appliusfr 



|Mtr vitb th» }HHing giw*<i» h not worth dm%- 
tisRiBg : ^& «c MetafdwC' says, tbey turned wUh, 

\ Tbp wxii&(j^ of Uie British clnef ^urere no^ 
tffec. TWy h^ been a^njiost too much to be 
kwm* Qiften, it is ^d, hi^ hiad pray^ in 
ifglXDy, £pv th^ Prus^iims or th^ nig^t 1 Whfi^ 
ttnr gui^s c(HBQi#iiced^ it is described by o$-. 
MS who.hewd i^ a^.som^ii^ like a y^U^ of 
taplQs&y wkh wlwb he ^x^il^wiied^ << Tb^jr^ 

•Peloid KtiMiiurr«t li»t»'' mi burst ii^^o t«^^ 

fifttm tb^uaMd of Im (mi^s ^]^ ^ th^. fi^ 

ttwt&d lujQi:; Md before bi|» WAS tb^ ^peq^c^l^ 

of hit fONfstful wmky^ who had .bef»n yntlH- 

In ft bw^ bt^eiidth of desteoyivtghim, in fi;^ 

>3DUt and rain>-*«<Md the world deUvered !-r* 

TheiBfimeiit was too o:vorpoyK«ring ; thie $^-». 

i>g too faiig f«r any hoart to cpntuq. In w 

^Mant Napoleon and Fr^nc^ were leveled 

b the diist Macengo, Austerlitx, Jeni|» 

fnedland^ Wagram, « fell like s^s frqm 

the firmament cast.".— « Tb^ star of Peaee** 

ftfose-^Its enemies were a mass of panic and 

>nipotency— »<< The meteor flag of England^' 

2 
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buraed terrific, and consigned to insulted io- 
jured Prussia, a ripened harvest of revenge. 

The mind has scarcely buoyancy suffiaent 
to allot to Great Britain a pinnacle of glory 
high enough for this crisis. The account is 
too complex, as well as too vast, to allow at 
one grasp a view of all its elements. Ooe 
feature of the wondrouitf picture is in prond- 
nent and brilliant light— the matchless finn* 
ness of five-and*twenty years, the patient eii^ 
durance, the unswerving detenmnation, of i 
fearless people, brought to one irresistiUe 
point, concentrated into one blaze at Watei^ 
loo, to which Eternal Justice denied not tbe^ 
victory.— What would the poet now ht^ 
said— he who knew his country's &ttlt8, jfet- 
^^ loved her still,** because he felt her vir^ 
tttes— >if he pitched so high a note to ber^ 
oon&tancy, when she had to bear up agtfiuii^ 
the jealousy and hostility of the whole worMfl 
instead of engrossing, as she now doe^ H 

gratitude and admiration-— i— 

II 
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viwr xp J^^,ln^^9f ; 
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"Be^t l?y «veiy ill but tliat rf fear/ 
•• The nations hunt, all mark thee for a prey, 
**'They swarm around thee, but thou stand'rt at bay ; 
■■^Mautited still, tiM>* weafie4 uii perpteed. 



numtfiA of the gen^roMs candour f^ th^ 
IniTe Prussians themselves on the.questi^Mii 
tf BiitMi.«9<^eiidattcy A corps of Pri^iian 
^Mrahry^a^nciQlE^he U^jc b^amB^ iquipie &r|t 
into ^ctiw wirii tiie J^r^b. .Hfhep tJMfr 
DMbed tlsi^ ifrett .to^, a jn^gi^iestt. of Biitiipk 
¥it dt«gWW«ras,p,M>BiPg ¥1 4h^ piirB^U. O^e 
Btiifisiws inflt^Atly fanH^ nd^fturp^edj^e^n 
fte wdeiof tke :fio«id» W givf tibe J^mtUh *|b# 
kiit; jand, as .ibe iMer paaae^ ^ ^taJced^ 
•amplbaeiit, .the Pn«i»an ^tr^njp^ts.^cmiMkd 

are some junctures in human affairs, which ara* 
^koost loo jnuch for the fillings* . ^ 

We. saw the extreme left;ithetis«eU^^M^eii4^ 
^ post of the braye men, who had << wheUfll 

3 
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their swords on Brunswick^s tomb.'" Their 
conduct in the battle was not surpassed even 
by that of die British. They had lost thdr 
gallant Prince two dajrs before; and moumingi . 
which their uniform is, still worn for theaged 
Duke who died of his wounds and a brdceD 
heart after the day of Jena, well became the I 
douUe vengeance which was daimed from 
them at Waterloo ; and honourably they paid 
the debt*. 

There is no better witness to the entire roat 
of the Frepch army than the author of « the 
J2etoum.^«— << The army now quit sponta- 
<< neoudy and at the same instant its ground, 
<< and scatter like a torrent ; the canlioDeers 
*^ abandon their guns, the soldiers oFthetnun 
« cut the traces of their horses, the infantry, 
** the cavalry, 'all the arms are mingled and 
<< confounded, presaitii^ now only an un- 
^ formed mass, which nothing could arrest, 

^ A detachme&t from a corps of these brtre men, in the 
right wing, riuuwd the glory of Hougomont vitt ^ 
^hurda. ^ 
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^ wnd which was intent on saviogitself by the 
^ rodd and serosa the fields, A vast number 
*^ of carriages in park along the sides of the 
*^ road, followed the moYement with pi:ecipita- 
^ tioo, crowded to the road, and encumbered 
^ it to such a degree, that not a wheel could 
^ nurre* 

'^ No poin# of direction had been given, an^ 
^ BO word of command could now be heard. 
*^ The generals, and other chiefs, lost in the 
** crowd, and carried along with it, were se« 
^ parated from their troops. /Thece was no 
^ kmger a single battaHon, to rally upon ; and. 
^sinoe nbtliing had hem provided to insure a 
^ reasonable retrrat, how was it pos^ble to re- 
^ sist a derout so complete^ of which no idea 
^ could have been formed, and which was tUl 
^ then unheard of in the French army, already. 
^ visited by so many disasters. 
^ ^^ The guard, that immoveable phalanx^ 
^ which in the greatest catastrophes had been 
^^ the rallying point of the anpy, aiid its ram- 
*^ put ; the guard, in fine, the terror of the 
** enemy, was overthrown (tcrrasaee,) and fled 






^^JigpteimA with ihe AirititudeJ lW]r«e 
<« BiiviMi bioieelf aft he iieit Goiikly^flv AoMvrf^ 
••lie. 

The Frmdnmaihi jncniMt of Ae vpmt d'. 
the fPurBoit is equidly pctiiiau|iie. 

But ivhere w«s Kafcimmf BeporU wm^ 
various in the flying army about bim, .that ha 
hiul fatlen-^^tlat he was tehen. lie iKa^docilher 
the^aofevortiieadMr. Xjnoala/firat gives «n« 
deiioetGlilJhe salgsot) and it is iflEqMMoUe ta 
nmigiiie more danmiiig testimony againsttiMr 
Baiperor. He rcpaaitcd seaeral times ingfcat 
agitEtian, « We nuistasve aunMbet."^-*-^ How 
terrible these grey ^«raes ane.''-^-*^ We niitft 
BiMre atirMbet.^ The man wba^hariiSquandHeA 
tbe lives of miBions, and wmog team £mflr 
every eye on theGontuient of £uFope ; <* sriiQ 
never had phy on any -oiie^" <<au>r -looked OQ' 
what he trode.^ 

How did j^rodariok of f nism act lin ^diw 
tmstaMesqiffte as despencte t Ewer ftastt 
M:4n«dvs«uty, most JGnraskldble -in deqMir^ 
he^'etrieved tbebattle. Instead iof <>^ we maflt 
i»««wsdk0sr be galloped to •anialluhlt 
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inn bodj of his guards, the oniy remnant of 
Ihefield, and calmly asked them, "My friends, 
when do you mean to diie?"^" Noir;" wis 
the electric answer. — " Theb ft^ow me* T 

Napoleon avffiled himself of the darkness 
•nd the crowd, and sneaked away. It was 
.bad taste in the recent conqueror of the world. 
It would have been quite suituble ia a pick- 
pxdtet i but it woefully misbecame an £n>p»- 
tor. The Grtyt should have been NapcdeonV 
kit resource ; a death like Argentine's, if not 
a out like Frederick's. He was soon recog- 
ned in the crowd, according to " the Btia- 
Hn^ and sadly ^squieted to hear '< lEmpe- 
«w.'"  He was known by his grey oajiote, ot, 
^eat-coat, and his dappled horse, (chtvdpoM^ 
^"If-) Thb 6id not suit bispro/ef of saving 
Unself, and he went from one crowd to an- 
other, repeatedly recognised, to hu great in-. 
conTenience. The question of hb poor dispo- 
ntun to ding to life, however d^raded, is cer- 

* Ins toUfbiaringularluiecdcptebj's PnuHAn o£Becr 



• 

tpinly BOW at vest The man who» iil|f» 1km I 
lives o( others were conoenied, could only eiy^ 
«< en araiit,^ en aoaiU^ when hk 01011 cune k» 
be im question, changed fai^jieie to ^< w# amib 
iave ourselves T Napekon himself then, is 
the only parson in his amqr osiiDactol of having 
cried /^ soaoe ^' /wal,'' a cbaigp he bufga 
against the army which he sacrificed; hiiC 
which b indignantly repelled by Marshal Nq% 
in his justifieaticn. The degraded Empefot 
was received unto Philipivillc^ afier having 
been subjected to the most worfifyicig vcrift». 
cation at the gate. The report having qpsMil 
that he was in the towi^ a number of his mi 
ygt attached solcUehi^ collected on the oiltada 
ofthewaIls»todied their blood fior him. TUt 
was most inexpedient, for it involved the pea* 
nfale shedding of his own. It was uij^t %$ 
get quit of these troublesome devotees, whixss 
Mriupmad would assuredly bring the eimm^ 
The great Napoleon managed that, by order- 
ing a cry to be raised, of which he had seen 
the effect in Russia, <^ VaUd lt» Co9aqiu$ ! vtk^ 
Utit^ toila le$ Cosaqm r This interesting ma* 



ionvie was eoinplel^ BooeenftiU l^Bm^ 
foxr got «lfe out oHheiUfWQ ; hat wHs mott 
ttiluoky in bmng agfttn reoagnised 90 he pank 
cd Socroi, with that, to him, most offmnoe erj 
ft ** DJbe PEmpenw;'^ ncAvnAgXxsiidmg of 
wfaklky &e ttrnved safemnd sound, (jpfetn cie m 
Mdb «Mt^,^ among die inbalntiaits of his good 
<itj of Pavts. •« O hmU etemeHe ! (sa^ the 
aoAor of the Mdationy) cmanrntt prinitel'mm 
iltgmikndfm^dHir^iUihrepMtris^r' 

It is high time that maiAind should have 
done with conquerors, and conquerors like 
Boiia]^arte«r 

4le is i«|Minad^to^hafe >snd in his afe<ttedl 
^Mtttihtf 'iiiiMnen on landiMg ftom ^Elfaa at 
^rgus, « Ptnli k cai^rl^HMM^.^ And-wMT 
^t im have*siH» ^ke amibUaiMoaFof ibe last 
i^naktsrof tiie^hordias whi<^ hai^so^Ioiig^Miak 
ttui#8 Um and htssjstem ; andtfae r^aa/diap 
^e?er item bis haads^ |tt)sred by^Ae judgo^ 



* ^' O eternal diagraoe ! lK>ir is it^pmttAe to dqpst ^ 
^i^BfltlQn thex must hsr&Mt" 
t " ItehoM* the Omgtew ^Bwolred.'^ 



aB^*B^M^M«.^^«flkHM 
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meiit of Heaven ; we vaaj say with Megict^ 
when he heard of the death of Charles Xlb 
by a cannon ball at Fredericksladty '< Vmlih 

, I found myself cm the field, nearly half as 
hour after the rest of our party, with imag^ 
nadon even yet unsatisfied, and assodstksa 
as active as ever. I was now alone on the si- 
lent scene ; with a distant view of some pool 
peasant still patiently plying thfe trade of relick? 
hunting. It was the grave of 80,000 n^ 
who little more than a month befoi^e, badder 
scended into the magnificent arena,, full of lift 
and hope. It is impossible.to describe the aprt 
of feeling resulting fixiin the idea of -the v4>( 
chamel house around. 

All about lay the melmehdy remains of tiw 
dothes, accoutrements, books, and letters cf 
the dead. The two last, aftier the interm^ 
were spread over the' field, like the rubtnsh of 
a stationer^s shopf . 

* " Behold the plaj'at an end." 
-f A gentleman in I>ru8^'i :^wed me an intererfiiy 
relkk of this sort of spoil, &uni on the spot now descrilied; 
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< yfi&k a conjecture as to the spot where 
Lord Welfington took refuge in a square for 
k considerable time, with the Frendi euiras* 
siers on the outside, I left the field ; j»ouder 
of the name of Briton, than in any moment 
tf self-gratulation on the same score during 
my life. 

' On joining my friends, I found that one of 
f bem luid bought a cuirass, and brace of beau- 
tiful pistols of very considerable value, which 
hbt the poor woman who sold them had found 
ia the cloak-case of a French general. She 
P^d a compliment to England, the sincerity 
of which sbe proved by the act with which it 
was accompanied. We happened to have on-, 
ly guineas to pay the purchase. When she 
tew the coins she refused them ; not because 
she thought them bad money, but because she 
had never seen them before* We assured her 
that in Brussels she could, at the time, ex- 
change them for twenty-six francs each. She 



t^ooondy ptinted copy of Scotch songs, and some leaves 
^apQdiettiible. 
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•liR henlftltd^ wd uqged bar pOTCvty if we 
flhouM dMonre her. AU at onoe however dhe 
tooktbe«mi^a^iiV|» ''£&Mai/ Fimtte 
^KgjbM, el Ind^glkiw ne i tr rngp n tij^mm**'^ 

8or a naiian «vf ^ludi 4iieh an mpwrnok 
fiefailed m uniiaRBaUy aato bare laadied a 
poor Belgic peasant, was reserved, in the jov 
tifioation of the wiyatf Heaven to maOf the 
vielocy of Waterlaa 

• << Wel^! 1^ «ire.||i«N«a, aad^fte^vlivti nmr ^ 
oeirft'* 
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AteBrinigh trocff§Am^tl^whoha(liieiuf 
rf Waterleoy I pvppMriy jBosHpened some i0<- 
fieetknis whkk, aft the ^t fombiy presented 
thennelves ; that Mtber deseriptioa nor nnp- 
tative miglyi no^ by kiiertnptioii. 

The a/Mbtir ei <* 4he Chafiicter ^f like Em. 
tofi^asi anriies,^ as ftmo^l jr stiKitd, ginrcB to 
the British the credit df btmg the lAOst intra- 
pd people in Bul^ope. it is a faigher feeling 
^an Batmiid vanity ^hiidi prompts me to ap^ 
^y this 0^rAbn by adMflii^ thtft no tiatioii 
in IS^rope woisid bate -Itiiia^iliedy m$he dr- 
fii^tinceii «l Wate^loo^ but the 
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certainly the French least of any ; suppodng 
them exactly situated as the British were, on 
the defensive, with the same numbers and 
mixture of force, and subjected to attacks of 
the same Violence and reiteration. They have 
not the steady principle. Their leaders know 
well, that to wait attack with them is always 
unsafe and generally fatal. . To the momen- 
tum of their enthusiasm motion is necessary; 
the excitement, the dhctndon of forward over- 
whelming attack. An artificial stimulus of 
ghouts and acclamations, carries them ; and 
there follows a descent to a very ordinary 
character when the excitement fuls, or tte 
impetus is jarred or curtailed of its full swii^ 
by resistance. It is a hopeless expedient in 
such a crisis, to draw the engine back, to be 
wound up and let off again ; for it will always 
return with decreasing force. ' - ' 

The British character, on the other hand^ 
is intrinsacally strong ; it is self-contained, it 
needs no extamal impulsie; it is therefore as 
powerful in dtfenct as in assault This difl^e^ 
fince^ strongly marked tbtoughout the pe- 
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Mntilfli' i»«r, was never nior<^>8trikili^ tbik A 
Wmtetloo. Vnten %h€ 9B^iMk weihe ^ma^^, 
they tmr^ brak»ti, oM^iedfipMi tlies^se^itisu 
fiiy i4ildti had WklHlt>od tkek tHuaost difotte 
fi» teh bofirs. 

It ift impMsMe <td imiigbie a ftioi:)e f ix]{)t«»> 
fite pietuft^e tliail the British ^Idiiftvy presedt^, 
tfflte ^Mlt^dliK^dr ^fa high-milifled dulti^ 
^*ted :peo{)le ; of a people ^ose multifiiiioufe 
ij^stem^ civil mfd intlitary) i6 ifivigorated by 
manly energy, and founded in good sense and 
hmdamble 4eelii^; who e^Khibit a magnifi- 
fteiit Teguh <>f the progressive tmprovemeitt dF 
tentuH^s, trithoot one retrograde «tep; in 
^o6e utoiSertakiiigs in ^ert, individual at 
liiatidnid) tkilur^ 'ftiM ft4t <be. The Bolder df 
sd«h u toutilfery mtidit be 'invincible. His eneiv 

^'b juet a^porti€fn directed to bis o#n voti». 
1^ of Ihe steady enteiprise wbieh is Ibund ifli 
^veryidther. If his enekny ijiafees g^etft^^ofls^ 
*fe|flftt«t^4iabeg5feater, 

^< IJisfpiiit'nsiiig as hia tcdis Inut^ 

3 
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« He mmi nai be beatenJ" He is at die bow 
tine perfisctly assured that, in the battle, the 
flame determination actuates his right and lefU 
hand neighbours ; he can rely upoiH them at 
long as they keep their recollection and tbax 
feet ; and in aid cf all, comes the eondusioB 
of his 'cooler moments, that firmness is hb 
only safety ; that flight is almost ceitain desk 
truction ; that it is much wiser to Axvre off 
the danger than to turn a defenceless back 
upon it 

Yet this compound of feeling and reasbntii^ 
belongs to a peo{Ae of a very superior order 
alone. It is principle and good sense ; 'tciJij 
different from the habit, the superstition, ^n" 
the attachment, which rivets the Rutoian, is 
a state of comparative insendfaility or pd^sif e 
endurance, to the spot allotted him ; and bnrr^ 
and spirited as are the Prussian 'and the Aitf^ 
trian, it is but lately that they have been brdugbt 
to the practical conclusion that it is reE^y poB^ 
sible to make head against frenchmen r k 
spell, thttok heaven, now broken for ever. Bitt 
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At no time of the long war did the British aoK 
4ier9 more than the British s^alor^ hesitate an 
instant ; and although the mighty system c^ 
fntnoe often obliged him to retreat before hev 
OT^^^helming power, be never aetuaUy fm^hi 
in vain. i 

It is a salutary truth, for the ben^t of ages 
yet: to-oome, that the French least of any peop 
1^ possess this- respectable steadiness* Def 
fending forti6cations is not here in question x 
but in the fair onset of the open field, they 
have a/t0ay« fled from a spirited and determinr 
ed attack, when tlieir enemies were at all in 
numbers aj^roaehing to their own. From 
Maida to Waterloo, there has not been, one 
example of their repelling it They have made 
no figure ^nce the. snows of Russia broughl: 
tli^eir armies down to the number of their enet> 
mies. The -overpowering force of their pre- 
vious campaigns always gave them the choice 
of .being the assailants. In Spain they were 
confounded with tM attackf at Sakmanca and 
Vittoria. If there were np other solution, the 
aoatxoaXtd character of the British and French 
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itmiies wotiM iit doos AetetAtok dn irfdtii lift 
18 the gredt, the godd, the jUst catifle. Wbidi 
Army inuiied with prdflig^e fetodty to dMr^ 
«— which stdod irith MniA^eii oongtaticy tofffti- 
lenre^Ukspeaoeofthe worid. Further e0nq[it^ 
riflon would be a waste of words,— one hour tf 
the Tittue of Waterloo is ditfkieBt to tSpse 
twenty noby years of French trhiiiiiA ; id 
turn thm glory into $l tenu of ridioale; M 
to veil all the pillars and arches (if victory wiA 
which 'they ever deluded themselves ot inailto 
ei the world. 

Without Yeftiskig to the brave t^russisos 
any part of the h%h credit doe tx> the Bevn^ 
which theilr exertions ^t Waterloo Idtve rem 
dered to cbankilid, we may, wi&out vun gl^ 
tjj rejoiiSe that ttie power of Bt*rtahfi, sik^ 
tandedy has been so sati^icctorily di^layed. 

It is of vital cotisequemoe to the £urfl^ 
vaitise, that the fact sbouM te Wi¥0r^ly A 
ishted, ^t England, WiUi liafdly tftte iGAI 
ipBttt of bei: v^at tcMd, \r^ WrMg eMx^ 
^dne to bafflei, af!d£^i^eii fiidrsilly numfisda 
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mited allied force— to defeat the finest army of 
France •• The reviving presumption of the 
French would have been in the precise propor- 
tion of the amount of the force which was ne- 
cessary to put them down ; and it would have 
k^n much less favourable for the cause oi 
manldnd if the grand victory had been gained 
by the whok nullum 6( the enemies of France, 
iduch have at last poured into her bosom ; as 
she would thereby have been left in the belief 
that she would not have been, and therefore 
never would again be humbled, without the as- 
semblage and jco-operation of the whole world 
against her. 

It is the finest feature of the victory of 
Waterloo, that the future .security of Europe 
is now advsgiced incalcukbly, from where it was 
left, last year by the comlnnations of Leipsia 
If a single power has withstood.the utmost ef- 
forts of France, that power itsejf Mrill in future 
go far to keep her in check. To none of the 

It is UBuat for the Parisians to tell the Prassians, when 
^ey dare n»e the freedom> that t^ey only picked up tii« 
ftme which the Bogliah killed* 



r 



^#6ft WM it it 01019 rfitl OCMIM|I]0BM aNl 1 

tfiis fortune siHMild faH, tha& to Great ftiliiii^ 
^ Heollrest and moftt aicCitre neighbour of 
PraAce. The blood which if haiB OQ8t,^-Uo0i 
which has not sunk into thebtfren satad wi|^ 
Aave been poured oilf less profosdy, hsdtiie 
PnitNJan amy coine up in die mormng^ r«lte^ 
than in die eveMng ; but tfaie ttbnd dBbct d 
Itfien's estiinirt^ Of tl^ refilult, a!^ eqpMMI)^ 
on the French theai8ehre<»» iroMd have IM 
imineasuraltfjr less fittourtAle to the fiMI 
equilibrium, afndeonM^UMit pMee of Eoivfi 
It is very^ oranttonly «dd- a«i bl^iiefil 
that had Bonaparte dkected his whole fact 
l^nst the Duke ef Weffingtoii fifst» b 
would have de^tt«yed him ; and Ae eimflBM* I 
«)ff thid is cfaitrged ligttftnst hitt by ManM Ifcf) 
ft his grtftid error. No doubt, 150,96(31 tsA 
wbtdd have borne very hard on 00,000, iA 
Aetr n«^ly raifitd attitiiiiries ; attoeked Mh^ 
ftre they #ti^ ooijteintratted. But this k akl* 
l^ether an unfair manner of comparing tbeaol* 
of Gre«t Britiun and France, l^wettto 
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^ iM^de <tf Watei;)ao«i it wii% t)i«re oociurf 
fttneh fiurar— -«* 

Soi^pooe £a:st» That ihe SO/IQO men^odir 
ifOid WeUiogton's oomtnaiid, had been aU 
fttMii ; the French still ISO^OOO—--- 
^ ^Soppos^ necoa^f That our army had Vwi 
IS^iOOOt equal nuiQerioally to thef renoh; 
md o/l £rtJrMA-~«- 

: Suppose third, That the Freoc^ had juat 
miiBiiged relative ntuationsvith the^rttisbi 
mA with 30^000 Freoch mptd ^,000 foreigp* 
0% it had be^i their U»k to^nake h^ a04iM|| 
190,800 all Brdish /--It is asked what wo^U 
hare beea the progressiTe saving of time to 
the Biiiiah army, on the 18th of. June, in 
Aese diree cases respectively ! 

Except imhen. driven to it, as I sometimaa 
fcund mysdf during my visit to Paris, the 
i^crre were not so^osidons, which, iiv.civiiity, 
l^ovdd olFerfor the rumination of Fraiiobmeii 
^Mk whom I convmed. I kept them, bow-> 
6var, as a oevar«£uUqg ro^^rye to abridge di^ 
^•wwMis ^tbis kind, .wben, witboiit beiijg 
WMi^t .by mp, tibey came in my way. But 
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ihey must not be forgotten, eit|ier on the Con- 
tinent or at home^ in estimating the victenry of 
Waterloo; for they are jast the condderations 
^hich confer upon that victory its full effect 
on the future security of the world ; and d/or- 
tiori when it is considered, that by directii^ 
her well-awakened attention to that branch of 
her power, there is nothing to prevent Eng- 
land, if unfortunately she shall be called upon 
to go to Wio: again, to produce an army on tbe 
Continent, of at least 100,000 men all Bii- 
tish ; a force, we are weir entitled to conclude, 
strong enough for any purpose whatever. 
* Moral reflections on the ^rand tnterpositicHi 
6f Waterloo, are for ever conflicfing- in the 
mind, and injuring its power of discriminate 
and satisfactory consideration. ' The thought 
by far the most prox^ineUt, is the speed of tbe 
course which has been run-«-*< tbe feU^swQop"* 
wludi iii an instant, like the judgments of 
heaven when'piHiishing by mirftde, has made 
sudi an enemy to vanish, and wrought suck a 
change in the face of human affairs. What 
has been effected? A few short days befoiey 
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Eiiiope entire was dazzled with the sp^c- 

ttacle of the throne, of Napoleon Bonaparte 

again erected, as if by enchantment, more 

.towering than erer. The ascent crowded 

with the. princes of hb dynasty, and captains 

•«f, his host; that host An countless numbers 

;iencircUng its chief, enthusiastic in his cause 

to desperation and plirenzy, and conducting 

.the electrical ardour to sympathising, ap- 

' plauding, undoubting millions around. Ar« 

mieson.arxxiies. rolling on .to the scene; and 

oaths, and shouts, from a people whose power 

had often shaken Europe to its extremes, as- 

, tounding the world, and making the stoutest 

hearts to fear for the issue of theccmfiict about 

t to be renewed. 

A few .moments .before, and language had 
nottmrmsof siifficient.confidence, defiance and 
vei^KeaqQe"*— ^^ We, shall not soon hear again 
of the .Prussians, and as for the English, we 
4)all now see what will become of them* The 
Emperor is here •.'* 

* French letters from the fields Immediately before tk« 
battle. • . 

o 
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Wheiis is die EmpeitNT wsnr ! Wbeieis 
ua^tf utmj i Wkere is the benotifttl, dve 
iavinciUe, the saored France ! Never was 
Aexe so short m time between the faig^st >fiie» 
voMfptton and the lowest prostratiGn ; heUmmt 
«n attilude irfaich (was the tcaidror»HMid a bi»- 
ttUtation whieb is the i^e-word^f natims. it 
■n oo vaiii'g^oiy wdoB OSoglaiid, wh^ dealt the 
Upw, exutts; as would have been the shoot 
of FriUioe had the victory beeki hen. It is 
^no trimnph over an unlbttunate and virtaoas 
jpeqple. EnghAid rejoices heeause sound pria- 
eiple is vindicated^ and the times nestordd 
whe«| Justice has agaiiiaome^^aBee of makiiig 
her voide heard m tfae woi*ld. 

Last of all, has England with one ^o^y 
Jaonehed from his phmade tfae almost dei- 
fied c^intain of the long invincible soldietjr of 
Frap^e; and forced him, with n serap of scm- 
tim^t abbut Tfa^nist<ides in his atnoiiihy to 
bow his head 'to 'her tgrandeur,* a«d meodi- 
cate his life from her niercjr.1 No port of die 
denouement of the wondroua drama has more 
astonished the French people^ and exalted 
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Snglmid HI thrir eye% than that charm of * 
hevs» tikffit spett of hep pover, which has drawn 
the god of theior aease» axd jjomgiparions, dicif 
£sq)effQr^ hy sonaethia^ Uke supematiual &u 
oination and Ataitty, afasohitely into her owu 
Ittadfi, ha fix hi& destuiy fibir even 

Had ali been reiversed,-*— had France over* 
whehaed Engbuid, language is in vmn search- 
id for a term to qualify the injuvj such a me- 
lancholy event would have produced to th«i 
great cause of humanity. The thought can- 
not be endured fcra mwnent !— the victory 
of France over England ! — the triumph once 
fiiore, and the reign lor generations, of profli- 
ff^j and cruelty, ^Ided over by ^ne sei^i- 
iBttit, ai<myed ia the wcrdt, without the meM^w 
ing of inost exalted virtue : while honour and 
principle, driven to a doubtful, at least perma- 
nent struggle for their own esUste^^, yr^fe^ 
Wag rank and estimatidn every hour amooig 
Biankind ! No interposition of the God of bat- 
tles could have bestowed such a gift PP huma- 
mty as the reuniqii of power with right ; th^ ' 
heaHHraming oondbtiiation of real military aad 
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national glory with'th^ less . ostentations bat 
more substantial virtues which morals and re- 
ligion recommend ; and which Iiave shewn that 
they can neither be talked, nor laughed, nor. 
fought out of fashion: a combination fn»i^ 
which France herself, as most she needs, wiH' 
yet most benefit, when the ruffian violence, 
the knavery, and the pretendon of her Revo<» 
lution are remembered cmly as a dreadful 
warning to mankind. 



NOTE. 



The conjectare hazarded in the first chapter, as to tba 
probable motive of the ftttachBuent which the woanded VnaA 
ioldiera iu the hospital at Xntwcttp m^ nifosted for their Xfln- 
peror, has not passed without animadTersion. It has been 
considered as illiberally denying to an enemy an exalted or 
even respectable motiire for sentiments and actions abstract* 
ediy most heroic. I trustthat a few words on this really iifr 
portant subject will not be considered as impertineHt. I caa 
scarcely accuse myself of coldly estimating disinterested he- 
voism, and I feel that were I to find it in an enemy, I should 
only love it the more. One well-authenticated instance.of 
true greatness of mind iu a single indiWdual of the milliMs 



^ k»9t^SHm to ||»0V i |>pt .-94S!M€^y Ut^^ vere oot ia Wfif 

f^rmMieiet^dwi^itieMrwf, .$rj^, {will v#i\^ure t^ f^j^ 

it tins i«fil nM of fmiki^itim^ fSr«ii«)NP^9- Xi^ tripf^i 

'fc wrtfl ti g lf npoa mir flbuwFf kMa>»t ikyMniF iiu»« vkeu vieii- 

^tunentkoi «tf UifrOccaMpnt wore imre oai pf pi«ce ; l^t 

bamm numtwir to vikM^h I .«DiUd #yf>f»(» I «b»ll a^tocjt <iiiie 

Mtoiti «ad if oiFieiites daa oMigjiie:!^ ktmtoi itjdipv^ 

inchii fi|Dpenir'« Mine, «imI loasiogihii ayiD is Uie 9ir, tP 

te vQidd DO iloiriit luhiie dcm iMii it betw bis lot 4)o bAve Ml 

<fc«ai»«itate4« t«/w«&j, after tti« hatile of W»terloo, Miey iuie 

M liberty to draw their own condiuiMM witfi rtigurd to tb^ OM- 

^iMn -bf 4ibMli9 in tuflii a icair, im woidd Wi^e been edUHited* 

' 'Wiebiqg sjhiaii in Iteitto b«»r moae ofibe QOiiv«rmiion pf 

^nmtuifm Abnn 1 oonld^nwt wilb *t Ih^jrpgta ttr a uu rs jiad 

>««&e^boBMa, wibMw tt ie nadoratoCMi Abot no one tnble ebiil 

^^Mr Mbfit aaolber isMiring or doing, 1 6«<|Qentlsr dined at 

^Mbi4*Mt0, jBbeee i ine.often vilneii fto lery^iee dieooiuie 

^nthefiiMt of Abe enemies of (tba geremttieMU On one of 

'^htteoQ6aiiotts,n»«lM^l in the ^aoa €»nufm\f i chanced 

"^nikf >nt Jtablet on^oeite to a«olonel«f the iinpeviAl.gnafd, 

}Q>t retoned from the Loire^ to arrange some private affairs 

^ Pariii pieriouf to^rcfeiriag ite ine hmih ^ obedience to the 
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0ri(mmmiee of the King. This man oould not betp his ill kraki i 
but a iiaguiariy ruffian-like appearance was readered in him 
tenfold -more disgusting by his noises presumptiooy andlero- 
eity. Heharangued in a sort of fury every mofnent of bis iater- 
▼als of eating and drinking ; his theme*— not his oonntiy-riiot 
bis emperor-^ut AiniKJlV— his own disasters and disa|ipoiDl- 
ments. Repeatedly striking his hand on the table* «ith 
much elevation of voice* he told us Uiat the chauge of afEiin 
had ruined him ; that A« had thrown away the labouit of a 
life of warfare ; that he had been in so many battles, sad at- 
tained so many hoiionrs to no purpose ; that the disastenof 
the French army had driven Mm back to poverty; thstA« 
scorned' to solicit a pitiful half pay ftom the Bourbon go- 
Temment, who might mjoy if they pleased, the satisdctioo 
of having destroyed him^^utJutUee would one day be doae ! 
There needed no addition to this last virtuous hope fiiliy to 
explain his ireqoent alluskm to the declaration of the allied 
powers. " Why in the face of tbat do they remain an luw 
in France? fitfoUanfCeHj^9\^* 

Having some curiosity to feel the pulse of this si^M ie k 
Utvohdion^ en the sultrject of the momentoaa appeal which ns 
then depending, I asked a person who sat near him, what had 
become of Labedoyere. The answer was essuDsingly p^ 
by the colonel, who pointed to a clock in the roonn and with 
another rap among the glasses, said, .*< in half an hoar be 
will be no more*" . His information was quite correct Tbe 
half hour elapaed, aad the patriot pointing again to tbe dock 
as it was striking six, waited tiU the last stroke, and thsa vitH 

*' * l^apoleoo exifts nomore*'' 
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 -sort of ferocious playfulocM, which tnanifinted itrnngljr 
Ibe mJUy of bn tjtapaOtj with Labedojrere, he bestovod a 
nnut (lap upon bii own cheek, filled a glasi of irinet and 
belpod hiTiMelf to Knotber peach. Mf owa aouderthat mch 
a mm actaally was permitted to sil at tahle with gencleineBi 
' amtianted at thia moment to a kind of ihnddet, which divert' 
*d aereral of the other gueitg who ohierTed it, Nerer did 
1 thank Heaven noore farvehtl; becaute of the Life Guards, 
the GrFjs, and the EoniikillEai. 

Next day I chanced to tee the cotonel leated in the ca- 
briole of a diligence, proceeding i lafifftn. 

My acquaintance with thi* accompliabed perion solved to 
ne another qnestion mnch agitated; naniel;, whether the 
^potitiOD and detention of Bonaparte it lecnrity of itgelffor 
the peaceof France, and raiueqnently of Europe; and wli*> 
Uwr jnitice wantd haie been done to the human race in the 
present extreme situation of the world, if the allied powen 
had withdrawn liieir troopi the mamenl his person waa ae- 
cnred on board the Bellerophon, in termi of the ioterpreta- 
tion which the colonel put upon Ibeir declaration ; a declare- 
tion which hewag pleated to fijrget wag an offer made and 
r^erled, and a; ain modesit; fonnded upon Bfter the war had 
fciled, — that war being the alternatire firit piefened hy the 
French army, and, as they maiotaiD, by the French people. 
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LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 

Downing Street, June ZSt, 1815. 
Af AJOR the Honourable H. Percy^ arrived late 
last night with a dispatch from Field Marshal the 
Duke of Wellington, K. G. to Earl Bathurst, big 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the War 
Department^ of which the following is a copy: 



* Waterloo, June 19, 1815. 
Mt Lord^ 
Bonaparte having collected the Ist^ Qd,'Sd, 4thf 
and 6tfa corps of the French army and the Imperial 
Guards^ and nearly* all the cavalry^ on the Sam« 
bre^ • and between that river and the Meuse^ be« 
tween the 10th and the 14th of the months ad- 
vanced on the 15th and attacked the Prussian- 
posts at Thuin and Lobez^ on the Sambre> at day« 
light in the morning. 
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I 

I did not hear of these events till the evenii^'- 
•f the 15th^ and I immediately ordered the troops 
to prepare to march ; and afterwards to march to 
the left> as soon as I had intelligence from other 
quarters to prove iifBl the eneaoy's mAvement up- 
on Cbarleroi was the real attack. 

•The enemy drove the Prussian posts from the 
Sambre on that day ; and General Ziethen, who 
commanded the corps which had been at Charleroiy 
retired upon Fieums; and ManJiaiPnMe Mbk* 
cher concentrated the Prussian army upon Som- 
breffis, holding the viyages iai kotA of his position 
af St. Amand and Li|^y. 

Thft eneny conitiiNiiiad Ma amtck dhMig tM roal 
firem Charie^i iKMtianis BriMsel^^ «dl «• tho mam 
•vcniiig, the iSth, atiaahfd n bngadeef the araf 
of the Netbertands^ vnAer Prtes i& Wfiwnw^ pssl* 
ed at Frasne, and forced it back to the &rm-hou3e 
•n die same nmA, cdUed Zils Quatre Bras. 

The Prince of Orange immedialeiy retiJbrced 
thit bri^de with another of the save iiVutoi, 
imder General Perponcher ; aBd> in tho vnomfii 
mrfy, regained part of the grbittid whkh had bett 
last, ao as ta have the command of the cMasiuni* 
cft^QB leadang from Nivdles and Bltsaelfi^ irilk 
Mamfaal Bliichei^a poaitlon. 

In the iilcantiBiie I had dirocled tba wkole anay 
to march upon Les Quatre Bras> aod the Btik divi« 
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ion, andkr liiebtaninit QaamaiL ^itTbomaM Fb^ 
tte^ arnved si edboot >faalf-^)ast two in the ^y, 
Uloved by the corps c^ troops tuider the iDoke of 
Brunswick^ and ^afterwBvds .by liie contingeirt of 
Nassau* 

At this tioie the ORemy cominoMnd an altBdic 
lyon Prince ^tocher with his whole i^em, csRepU 
i&g the 1st and Hd corps ; and a coips of cavalry 
under Cren^ml &el)ennan» with which he attacked 
^ur fxist at Ijbb Quatre Bras. 

The Prussian army namtBined their position 
-with their 'oauaLgdllMitry smd^raeveninoe, against 
a great disparity of numbers^ as the 4th corps .of 
^ir-army, imd^r'Qenend Bokyw, had not joined, 
and I was not table to asBist them as I (wished^ as 
I «n» attacked myself> smd the troops, the cavalry 
-in particnl«T» which had:a long dastasioe to march, 
had not arrived. 

We maiiibdned om- potttion also, and completely 

Mated and Mpiidsed all die enemy's attempts to 

S^ fMxisession of it. The enemy repeatedly at« 

teked us with>a.large body of infiootry and:cavalcy, 

*<u^tKirted by a inuneroos end .powevful artillery ; 

Ik made several charges with the. oavalsy upon 

our infantry, but all w«re repulsed in the steadiest 

manner. In this itffair, bis Boyal Highness the 

Prince of Orange, the Duke of Branswick, and 

lieutenant General Sir Thomas Picton, and Ma<- 
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jor«OcnerBl Sir James Kempt, and Sir Denis Pi 
.who vere engaged from the oommencteient of 
enemy's attack, highly distinguished tfaemselT< 
as well as Lieutenant General Charles Baron 
ten. Major General Sir C. Halket, Lieuteni 
General Cooke, and Major^Geiierals Maitland 
Byng, as they successively arrived. The 
of the 5th division, and those of the Bnins^ 
corps, were long and severely eng^ed, and 
ducted themselves with the utmost gallantry, 
must particularly mention the 28th, 42d, 78l 
and 92d regiments^ and the battalion of Han< 

verians. 

Our loss was greai, as yoiir Lordship will 
ceive by the inclosed return ; and 1 have 
larly to regret his Serene Highness the Duke 

. Brunswick, whp fell, fighting gallantly, at the h< 
of his troops. , 

Although Marshal Blucher had maintained hi| 
position at Sombref, he still found himself mi 
weakened by the severity of the contest in whidi 

. he had been engaged, and, as the fourth corps bad 
not arrived, he determined to fall, back, and con- 
centrated his army upon Wavre; and he marched 
in the nght af\er the action was over. 

This movement of the Marshal's rendered ne« 
cessary a corresponding o;ae on my part ; and I 
retired from the farm pf Quatre Bras upon Ge« 
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'%«ppe, and thence upon Watei^oo the next morn- 
ing, the 17th, at ten o'clock. 
 The enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal 
'^ucher. On the conlrary, a patrole which I sent 
^ Sombref, in the morning, found alt quiet, and 
the enemy's videttes fell back as the jKitrole ad- 
'viinced. Neither did he attempt to molest our 
'march to the rear, although made in the middle of 
'the dfty, excepting by fallowing with a large body 
of cavalry, (brought from his right) the cavalry 
Under the Earl of Uxbridge. 

This gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of 
<iiarging them with the 1st Life Guards, upon 
' dieir debouche from the village of Genappe, upon 
which occasion his Lordship had declared himself 
to he well satis^ed with that regiment. 

The position which I took up, in front of Wa- 
terloo, crossed the high roada from Charleroi and 
Nivelte, and had its right thrown back to a ravine 
" Hear Merke Braine, which was occupied, and its 
left extended to a height above the hamlet Ter la 
' Haye, which was likewise occupied. In front of 
the right centre, and near the Nivelle road, we 
occupied the house and garden of*Hougoumont, 
which covered the return of that Hankj and in 
front of the left centre, we occupied the fiirm of 
I41 Haye Sainte. By our left we communicated 
with Marshal Prince filucher, at WavK, through 
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in case we should be jrtliiok^df lie would wipfoii^ 
me ifdk one or more eorfiSj as «ijgbt be aoccstiry; 

The enemy coUocted bis acsijr* ffwCh the ^owef^ 
ition of the diird oorps> wbtob htfd bcien eeot li^.Qk- 
-serve Marshal Bhicber, on a ran^e of 'heigbts b 
our front, in tibe course :0f ibe .night i>f the 17tk 
and 3re8lerday morning ; and ^ ahpiil; ttaa ^cM 
he oomawnced a furious afttadc upon our post jNt 
Hougoumont. I Jhad oocnpifd that po^t yfkb « dt- 
tachment from Geneisl Byng*s brigade niQuiiKtih 
which was in position in its near ; and it was for 
some time under the command .of Xii^atasaat^Cii' 
lonel Macdonald, and afteragards of Cokmel Hoaie; 
and I am happy to add, that :it was xmipMdt 
throughout the day, with the utaftost ^aUsiittjr I9 
these brave troops, notwithatanding tfae repeated 
efforts of large bodies of the enemy to obtain ^ 
aession of it. • 

This, attadc upon the ri^t of our oexitse Wfis $^ 
«ompanied by a very heavy cannonade upon (Wf 
whole line, which was destined ^to support tliei«* 
peated attacks' of cavalry andkifantry oeosdioady 
mixed, 'but sometimes separate, whi<^ weie n^ 
upon it. dn one'of these> the eneaay earited 
fiirm-bottse «f La>Haye&iinle, as tbe.dftad^i 
4f the l^t battalion of the Jegion which 00c 
it had expended all ita ammunition, and ^'^o^ 
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ay odca^eA tlie oidy emmnuniAtton there m» 
flfth them. 

The enemy repeatedly charged our nfifBiitry wiife 
tis ca:Talry ; but these attairka were miform^ an- 
Smtessfnl, and they horded opportimitiea to««r 
cavalry to charge, in cme of which Lord E. Somen, 
tefs brigade;, Royat Horse Guards, ant} 1st Brw 
geon Guards, highfy distir^iahed themse>Tes ; atf 
«s did that of Major General Sir W. Tmmuby, 
htmng taken many prisoners and an eagle. 

I'hese stlKcks were repeated tiH about sevoi ia 
Hit eveitH^, when the enemy nrade » despemtd 
eSon with the-cavalry and infantry, to farce our left 
nntre, neiar the f«fm of La Haye Semte, iihkh, 
after a sever« contest, was defeated ; aTid having 
flfc««rYed that the treops retired from the attack ia 
glKat confa^on, and that the tnflrdl of GenemI 
Hnfew's corps by Fricherniont upon Ptartcbenoii 
*ta La Befl« AlHance, had begun to take effect ; 
*'«i OS I could perceive the ftre of W» c»niM», and 
IB Marshal Prince Blueher had joined in peraea, 
Wth n corps of his army to the left of our line bgr 
Ohein, I deterniined to attack the enemy, and in>- 
ttediatdy advanced the wbote line of infentry, 
•ttRWrted by the cavalry and artiltwy. The at- 
tack succeeded in every point ; the enemy was 
KiTced from his posHion an the heights, and fled in 
(be tttmpst confusion, leaving bdiind turn, a> Imr « 
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I couldjudge, ONE hundred and fifty piecbs 

OF CANNON^ with their ammunition^ which fell in- 
to our hands. 

I continued the pursuit till long after dark^ and 
then discontinued it, only on account of the fatigue 
of our troops, who had been engaged during twelve 
hours, and because I found myself on the same 
road with Marshal Blucher, who assured me of his 
intention to follow the enemy throughout the night: 
he has sent me word this morning, that he had 
taken sixty pieces of cannon belonging to the Im« 
perial Guard, and several carriages, baggage, &c» 
belonging to Bonaparte, in Genappe. 

I propose to move this morning upon Nivelleg, 
and not to discontinue my operations. 

Your lordship will observe, that such a despe« 
rate action could not be fought, and such advan« 
ttages could not be gained, without great loss ; and, 
I am sorry to add, that ours has been immense. 
In Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, his 
Idajesty has sustained the loss of an officer who 
has frequently distinguished himself in his ser- 
vice ; and he fell, gloriously leading his division to 
a charge with bayonets, by which one of the most 
serious attacks made by the epemy on our position, 
was defeated. 

The Earl of Uxbridge, after having successfully 
got through tbe ftrduous day, received a woun^ 
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faffthnost the last ibot flfed^ which will/ 1 am 
•fmd^ deprive his Majesty for some time of his 
services. 

^ His Boyal Highness the Prince of Orange djs* 
t&)guished himself by his gallantry and conduct till 
he received a wound from a musket-ball^ throu^ 
the shoulder^ which obl^ed him to quit the field. 
It gives lae the greatest satisfaction to assure 
your h)rd^ip^ that the army never, upon any op- 
easicqa, conducted itself better. The division ef 
Guards, under Lieutenant- General Cooke, who it 
severely wounded, Major-General Maitland and 
Major Byng, set an example which was followed 
ly ftll ; and there is no officer, nor description of 
1iX)0^, that did not behave well. . 

I must, however, particularly mention, for his 
Bo3ral Highness's approbation, Lieatenant^General 
Sir H. Clinton, Major-General Adam, Lieutenant* 
General Charles Baron Alton, severely wounded ; 
Major-General Sir Colin Halket, severely wound-" 
td ; Colonel Ompteda, Colonel Mitcfaael, com* 
ttaskding a brigade of the 4th division ; Major- 
Gftierals Sir James ILempt and Sir Denis Pack, 
Major-General Lambert, Ma^or-General Lord E. 
Somerset, Major-General Sir W, Ponsonby, Ma- 
i^F^Geneml Sir C. Grants and Mij^or-General Sir 
H* Vivian; M^jor^General Sir O. Vandeleur; 
Mqjor*General Count Poniber|r, I am also par- 

3 
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tieularly indebted to Gaieral Lord Hill for his 
sistance and conduct upon this, as upon all fonner 
occasions. 

• The artillery and engineer departm^its were 
conducted much to my satisfaction by Colonel £Sl: 
G. Wood, and Colonel Smyth ; and I had every 
reason to be satisfied with^ the conduct of the Ad* 
jutant- General Major-Creneral Barnes, who was 
wounded, and of the Quarter-Master-General, Co- 
lonel Delancey, who was killed by a cannon shot in 
the middle of the action. This officer is a serious 
loss to his Majesty's service, and to me at this 
moment. I was likewise much indebted to the 
assistance of Lieutenant- Colonel Lord Fitzroy So- 
merset, who was severely wounde^, and of tile 
officers composing my personal staff, who have suf* 
fered severely in this action. Lieutenant»Colonel 
the Honourable Sir Alexander Gordon, who has 
died of his wounds, was a most promising officer, 
and is a serious loss to his Majesty's service. 

General Kruse, of the Nassau service, likewise 
conducted himself much to my satisfaction, as did 
General Trip, commanding the heavy brigade of 
cavalry, and General Vanhope, commanding a bri« 
gf(de of infantry of the King of the Netherlands. 

General Pozzo di Borgo, General Baron Via* • 
cent. General Muffling, and General Alava, were ^ 
in die field during the action, and rendered me ' 
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every assistance in their power. Baron Vincent 
18 wounded, but I hope' not severely ; and General 
Pozzo di Borgo received a contusion. 

I should not do justice to my feelings, or te 
Marshal Blucher and the Prussian army^ if I did 
not attribute the successful result of this arduous 
day to the cordial and timely assistance received 
from them. 

The operation of General Bulow upon the ene- 
•iny's flank was a most decisive one ; and> even it 
I had not found myself in a situation to make th^ 
attack, which produced the final result^ it would 
have forced the enemy to retire, if his attacks 
should have failed, and would have prevented him 
from taking advantage of them^ if they should un- 
fortunately have succeeded. 

I send, with this dispatch, two eagles, taken by 
fte troops in this action, which Major Percy will 
have the honour of laying at the feet of his Royal 
Highness — I beg leave to recommend him to^your 
lordship's protection. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) WKLLiNaTON. 
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MARSHAL BttrCHKRnS Oft^dAL UaPOBT 
OF THE 0FEBATI01C9 OF THE FBUSffiAlT 
ARMY O^ THE LOWER RHINK 

It iris on thd 15th of thk month, that Napoleoa, after 
having coUectedt on the l^th, fiye corps of his army, and 
the several corps of the guard, between Maubeuge ani 
Beaumont, commenced hostilities. The points of concen- 
tration of the four Prussian corpa^ Were fleorus, Namur. 
Cinej, and Hannut ; the ^tulition Of Which made it poot- 
Me to unite ^e army, in one of these points, in 24 hours. 

On the 15tJi, Napoleon ddwnoed by Thuin, upon the 
two banks of die Sambre, against OiarleroL General 
Zeithen had collected the first corps near Fleurus, and 
had, on that day, a very warm action with the enemy, 
who, after having taki^n Chatlefoi, directed his march up« 
on Fleurus. General Zeithen n^aititalned himadf in hii 
position near that placfe. 

Field Mandial Bludier intending to fight a great battie 
with the eti^emy as soon as possible, the three other carps 
of the Prussian army were consequently directed upon 
Sombref, a league and a half &om Fleunis, where thd 2d 
and 3d corps were to arrive on the l^th, and the 4th corps 
Ml the 16tlL 

Lord Wellington had unked his army between Ath 
and Nivelles, which enabled him to assist Field Marshal 
Blucher, in case the battle should be fought on the 15tlL 

JUNE 16.-,BATTLE OF LIGNY. 

The Prussian army was posted on the heights between 
Brie and Sombief^ and beyond the lastplace^ and occupied 
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with a large force the villages of St, Amiind and lignv, 
atuate in its &oiit. Meantime, only tbree corps of tile 
(nny hadjuined; the fourth, which was stationed betweea 
Uege and Hannut, h^ been delayed in its march by ». 
veral circumstances, and was not yet come up. Kevev- 
thele^. Field Marshal Blucher resolved to ^ve battle j 
{lOrd Wellington having already put in motion, to sup- 
port him, a strong dirision of his army, as well as his 
i^ole reserve, stationed in the environs d( Brussels, and 
the fourtli corps of (he Prus^an army being also on the 
point of arriving. 

Ths battle b>;gan at three o'dock in the afternoon. The 
tneiny brought up above 130,000 men. The Prussian ar- 
my ivas 90,000 strong. The village of St. Amand wat 
the first point attacked by the enemy, who carried it, of' 
Icr a vigorous resistance. 

He then diractEsi hia efforts against Lignv. It is « ' 
large village, solidly biult, situate ouarivuiet of thesame 
name. It was there that a contejut began wluch m^ be 
considered as one of the most obstinate recorded in histo- ' 
ly. VilLiges liave often been taien and retaken ; but here ' 
the combat continued for five hours In the villages them- 
Klves, and the movements, forwards or backwards, were 
confined to a veiy narrow space. On both ^des fresh 
troops continually came up. Each army had, brfiind the 
part of the village which' It occupied, groat masses of in- 
fentry, which maintained the combat, and were contjnu- 
sUy renewed by the reinforcements which they received 
from their rear, as well as from the heights on ttie right 
About two hundred cannon were directed from 
aeainst the village, which was on fife in several 
tue. From time to lime the combat extended 



158 PftUSSfAk ACCOtmt» 

through the whole line, the enemy having also diiectei 
numerouB troops against the third corps; howeyert ttai 
main contest was near Ligny. Tilings seemed to take a 
fiivourable turn for the Prussian troops, a part of the ^- 
lage of Su Amand having been retaken by a battalion com* 
manded by the Field Marshal in person ; in conaequenoe 
cf which advantage we had regained a height, wluch W 
been abandoned after the bss of St. Aifiand. Nevertkfr' 
less, the oattle continued about Ligny with the* sama 
fury. The lilsue seemed to depend on the arrival of tlia 
•Rngliah troops, or on that of the fourth corps of the Prus* 
nan army ; in &ct, the arrival of this last division would 
have afforded the Field Marshal the means of making, im> 
mediately^ with the right wing, an attack, from which 
fjpreat success might be expected: but news arrived that 
the Knglish division destined to support us, was violently 
attacked, by a corps of the French army, and that it wvi 
with great difficulty it had maintained itself in its poffltiod 
fit Quatre Bras. The foiuiih corps of the army did not 
appear, so that we were forced to maintain, alone, the con- 
test with an army greatly superior in numbers. The even* 
ing was already much advanced, and the combat about 
ligny continued with the same fury, and the same equafi- 
ty of success ; we invoked, but in vain, the arrival of those 
succours which were so necessary ; the danger became eve- 
fy hour more and more urgent ; all the divisions were eo» 
gaged, or had already been so, and there was not any corps 
at hand able to support them. Suddenly, a divisibn of the 
enemy's infimtry, which, by &vour of the night, had made 
a circuit round the village without being observed, at the 
flame time that some regiments of cuirassierB had forced 
tihe passage on the other side, took, in the rear, the ifoA 
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hadf of «ur aix^. wiucb iras pasted behind tbe howea, 
This wipriBet OB the jart of the eiMm^, was deci^ve, n- 
^dftlly at the nHnaent when our i»vali7, also posted on » 
btigbt btdund the v^Iags, ithi tepulsed by the eiiffiq/** 
a*«h7 is repeat^ attacks. 

Out ia&ati7, posted behind lUgQj, though forced to r»- 

tR«t, did jiot su%r itself b> be diseouraged. either by t»- 

IDg Burprised by the enenij in the diutness. a drcumstauce 

sUcheraggormtes ID the mind of man the dangers to which 

he finds hiqiaelf ei^Nwed, or, by the idea <rf seang itself 

■umunded on all aides, f onned in maraes, it wolly re- 

pulsad aU the attacks ol the <»val/y, and retr«»t^ in good 

Older upon the heij^ts, whence it contutued its retrograde 

nwremrait upon l^y. In cousequence of the audden ir- 

P^on «f tbe enea^'* ca>rahy, aevenal of oui cvmons, in 

^vpKcip&tate retreat, had taken diacqtiona which le4 

ttan to defiles, in whkh they necesnrily lyi intp dispr- 

i^i Uk tlus manner, 15 [uecesM into the hands of the 

snemy. At the distance of a quarko! Iwpiefroni tl(e 

&U of battle, the umy formed «gam. Tbe enemy did 

"ot ventuie til pursue it TheviiJage of Brieremaiaedi^ 

"UT poBsesdon during the night, as well as Sombref, where 

Geneial Tbiehnan had fb^ght with tbe thiid coips, and 

vheace he, at day-hreak, slowly began to retreat .towanjff 

(^^mVlnux. where tbe fawth corps, under General Bulow, 

had at length arrived dicing theju^it. The first and se- 

'^"od oorpa proceeded in the morning behind the defile of 

'foiKit St Gudiert Our bai in.kUled and wounded was 

gteat; the enemy, however, took from us no ptisoaetSr 

except a part of otir wounded. The battle was lost, W 

not our honour. OurmldieiB lutdtbu^t with^bmveirr 

^<hidi equalled ervy-eEpccbttion; their fintitudeicmaip- 
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ed unshaken, because every one retained his con'nddice ui 
Ills own strength. On this day, Field Marshal Blucher 
bad encountered the greatest dangers. A charge of caval't 
xj, led on by himself, had fidled. Whde that of the ene-* 
mj was vigorously pursuing, a musket shot struck tbd 
'Field Marshal's horfie : the animal, feur from bein^ stopped 
In his career by this wound, began to gallop mote fiiriously 
till it dropped down dead. The Field Marshal, stunned 
by the violent &11, lay entangled under the horse. The 
enemy's cuirassiers, following up thdr advantage, advan- 
ced: our last horseman had already passed by the Field 
Marshal, an adjutant alone renuuned with him, and had 
just alighted, resolved to share his fiite. The den^r was 
great, but heaven watched over us. The enemy, puimt* 
ing their charge, passed rapidly by the Field Marshal with* 
•ut seeing him : the next moment, a second chai^ of our 
cavaby having repidsed them, they again passed by him 
with the same precipitation, not perceiving him, any more 
than they had done the first time. Then, but not without 
difficulty, the Fi^ld Marshal was disengaged from undfT 
the dead horse, and he immediately mounted a dragooa 
horse. 

On the 17th, in the evening, the Prussian army concen- 
trated itself in the environs of Wavre. Napoleon put him- 
self in motion against Lord Wellington upon Htm great 
road leading from' Charleroi to Brussels. An Eng-lish di- 
vi^on maintained on the same day, near Quatre Bras, s 
very severe contest with the enemy. Lord Wellington 
' had taken a position on the road to Brussels, having bis 
right wing leaning upon Bnune^la Len, the centre near 
Mont St Jean, and the left wing against La Haye Sainte. 
Lord WelUngton wrote to the Fi^d Marshal, that he w^ 
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resolved to accept the battle in this position, if th Field 
Marehal would support liim with two corps of his army. 
The Field Marshal promised to come with his whole ar- 
my ; he even proposed, in case Napoleon should not attack, 
that the Allies themselves, with their whole imited force, 
should attack him the next day. This may serve t6 show 
how little the battle of the 16th had disorganized the Prus- 
sian army, or weakened its moral strength. Thus ended 
the day of the 17 th. 

BATTLE OF THE 18th. 
At break Of day the Prussian army again began to move. 
The 4th and f d corps marched by St. Lambert, where thej 
were to take a position, covered by the forest, near Friche- 
mont, to take the enemy in the rear, when the moment 
should appear fevourable. The first corps was to operate 
by Ohain, on the right flank of the enemy. The third 
corps was to follow slpwly, in order to afford succour in 
case of needi The battle began about 10 o'clock in the 
morning. The English army occupied the heights of 
Mount St Jean; that of the French was on the heights 
before Planchenoit : the former was about 80,000 strong ; 
the enemy had above 130,000. In a short time, the bat- 
tle became general along the whole line. It seems that 
Napoleon had the design to throw the left wing upon the 
cenlie, and thus to effect the separation of the English 
army from the Prussian, which he believed to be retreat- 
ing upon Maestricht. For this purpose, he had placed the 
greatest part of his reserve in the centre, against his right 
wing, and upon this point he attacked with fury. The 
English army fought with a valour which it is impossibje 
tosurpaffi. The repeated charges of the Old Guard were 
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liB0edby.theiQttepidit7.flf the Scottish laments; and 
«t every chaige the Fr^uih cav«liy was overthrown by the 
English cavaiy. But tlje jsuperiority of the enemy in 
numbers was too gre^t; Napoleon continually brought 
forward conadexable mfispes, and, with whatever finpnos 
the EngliA troops maintajned themselves in their^pod. 
tion, it was not possible but that such heroic exertions must 

have a linut 

It was half>past four o'clock. The excesave difficulli^ 
of the passage by the defile of St Lambert, had consider- 
ably retarded the ixmoh^f tbe ^ruaasn colurxms, so that 
only two brigades pf the fevirth corps had arrived at the 
covered position which F«w assigned to them. The deci- 
sive moment was cowe ; there was not an ipa^t to te 
lost The Generals did n^tjsuffer it tp escape* Theyie- 
solved imniediately to b^gin the attadc with the trooju 
which they had at hand. Oeneral BuIqw, therefore, mth 
two brigades and a corps of cavalry, advanced rapidly 
upon the rear qf the ^e«\y's right wing. The enemy 
did not lose -his preae»(?e of iipaid ; he instantly tunied l)i» 
reserve i^ainst us, and ja munjerotis cpii^t^ hegj^ on tlut 
fflde. The combat remwed long yncejrIfWn, ybflp the 
battle with t^e English .iw^py stiJl qontiiiped .with ^ 
same violence. 

Towards six o'clock: in tjje evening, we n^cpiyedthe 
news that Qeneral Tlue^i^» iprith the t}urd./»rp». ^^ 
attacked Qear Wavre hy a very cons^ei^^le cffffs d^ 
enemy, and that tljii^ yeye , alr^y disjpj*t}i:jg .the pfWfi^ 
sion of the town. The F^4 Ma^fa^l^^p^^er, did pot 
suffer him^alf tp be disturbed by this n&x^i ^^as^f^j^ 
spot wheoe.be ^fi», jsnd no,.where else, ib^^1(|g^^§jj^ ^ 
to be decidb^ ^ conflict continually sMpp^r^ i^yl^ 
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mme obstinacy, and kept up by fresh troops, could alone 
insare the Victory, and if it were obtained here, any re* 
verse sustained near Wavre was of little consequence. The 
columosy therefore, continued their movements. It was 
half au hour past seven, and the issue of the battle was 
still uncertain. The whole of the 4th corps, and a part of 
the 2d, under General l^irch, had successively come up. 
Tlie French troops fought with desperate fury : however, 
some uncertainty was perceived in their movements, and it 
was observed that some pieces o^ cannon were retreatii^;'. 
At this moment, the first columns of the corps of Geueral 
Ziethea arrived on the points of attack, near the village of 
Smoohen, on the enemy^s right flank, and instantly charged. 
This moment decided the defeat of the enemy. His right 
wing wa» broken in thee places ; he abandoned his positions.. 
pur troops rushed forward at the pat de duarge, and attacked 
him on all sides, while at the same time, the whole English 
line advanced. 

Circamstances were extremely fiivourable to the fittack 
formed by the.Frussian army :' the ground rose in an am- 
phitheatre, so that our artillery could freely open its ^re 
from the summiit of a great many height* which rose gradu- 
ally above each other, and in the interval's of which the 
troops descended into the plain, formed into brigades, and 
in the greatest order ; while fresh troops continually unfold- 
ed themselves, issuing from the fbrest on the height behind 
us. The- enemy • however, still preserved means to retreat, 
till the village of Planchenoit, which he had on his rear, and 
which was defeuded by the guard, was, after several bloody 
attacks,' carried by storm. From that time the retreat be- 
came a root, which soon spread throughout the whole French 
army, which, in its dreadful copfuiion, hurrying away every 
t/Rii^ tbiit attempted td stop it, soon assumed the appearance 

2 
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of the flight of an aroiy of barbarians. It was half-past nine. 
The Field Marshal assembled all the superior officers, and 
gave orders to send the last horse and the last man in par- 
suit of Ihe <pnemy. The van of the army accelerated its 
march. The French being pursued without interoiissioiiy 
was absolutely disorganised. The causeway presented tbe 
appearance of an immense shipwreck : it was covered with 
an innumerable quantity of cannon, caissons, carriages, 
baggagre, arms, and wrecks of every kind. Those of tbe ene- 
my who had attempted to repose for a time, and had not ex- 
pected to be so quickly pursued, were driven from more than 
nine bivouacks. In some villages they attempted to main- 
tain themselves ; but as soon as they heard the beating of 
our drums, or the sound of the trumpet, they either fled or 
threw themselves into the houses, where they were cut down 
or made prisoners. It was moonlight, which grea*1y fevour* 
ed the pursuit, for the whole march was but a ccmtinaed 
chase, either in the corn fields or the houses. 

At Genappe, the enemy had entrenched himself with 
eannon aud overturned carriages : at our approach, we sud- 
denly heard in the town a great noise and a motion of car- 
riages ; at the entrance we were exposed to a brisk fire of 
musketry : we replied by some cannon shot, followed by a 
hurrahj and an instant after, the town was ours. It was 
here that, among many other equipages, tbe carriage of Na- 
poleon was taken ; hf had just left it to mount on horseback, 
and in hii; hurry, had forgotten in it his sword and hat. Thas 
the affairs ct)niinued till break of day. About 40,000 men, 
in the most complete disorder, the remains of the whole ar- 
my, have saved themselves retreating thrdugh Charleroi, 
partly wtbout arms, aud carrying with them only 27 pieces 
of their numerous artillery. 

The enemy, in his flight, had passed all his fortresses, tbe oih . 
Jy defence of his frpntiers, which are now passed by our anniei. 
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At three o^cIock, Napoleon had dispatched, from the field 
of battle, a courier to Paris, witfi the hews that victory was 
DO lon|^er doubtful : a few hours after^ he had no longer any 
army leit. We have hot yet ihf ekAct ^cbdnnt of the ene- 
my's toss ; ii IS enohgfi to knoW, that two-thirds of th« whole 
^ere killed, wounded, or ptisOfierd : Anidiig the Utter ire 
Generals Mbbion, tiuiiedme, and Comjiaiid. Vp io tiiis 
time about 300 canridtoi atid above 500 caisiOn^, are in our 
hahfls. 

Few victoria have been so complete { and there is cer- 
tainly Bb example that tn arrny^ two days after losing a bat* 
tie, engaged iti such ^n a<Stion, and so gloriously maintained 
it Honour be to troops Capable ($f fio much firmness and 
valour ! In the middle of the position occupied by the French 
tifmy, and exactly upon thfe height, is a farm called La BeHc 
A(Uance^ The march of all the Prassian columns was direct- 
M tbw«rds this fkrm, which was visible from every side. It 
WW there that Napoleon was during the battle i it wastiience 
thiit he gave his orders, that hie flattered himself with the 
hopbs of victory \ and it was there thai his ruin was decided. 
Th^]«^ too*, it war, Ihat, by a happy chance. Field Marshal 
Blueh'er and Lord Wellington itoet in the dark, and mutually 
nltttUd each other is victon. 

■In commemoration of the alliance which now subsists be- 
UteHBtk th'e fiAglish and Prussian nations, of the union of the 
t^ iftrtlliMv a<id their reci|>h»cai confidence, the Field Mar-* 
thai ^1red> that thil battle should b^r the name of Ia 

/ liy the onler of Field Marshal Blucher,; 

aetflralONEISENAir, 
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The following it a copy of a dispatch from General Miguel 
Alava, Minister Plenipotentiary to the King of the N^ 
therlands from the King of Spain, to Don Pedro Ceridloi, 
Principal SecreUry of State to Ferdinand VII, 

(TRAVSLATBD from the SPANISH.) 

SktppUmaU toUie Madrid Gazette o/Thurtday^ I3thjidy,\^l5, 

Lientenant-Greneral of the Royal Armies, Don Mtgael de 
Alava, Minister Pieuipotentiary of* his Majesty in Holland, 
has a Idressed to His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallc^y Pint 
Secretary of State, the following letter : 

Most excellent Sir» 

The short space of time that has intervened between the 
departure of the last post and the victory of the' 18th, bu 
not allowed .roe to write to your Excellency so di^usely is 
I could have wished ; and although the army is, at this mo- 
ment, on the poiut of marching, and I also am going to set 
out for the Hague to deliver my credentials* which I did not 
receive till this morning ; oeverthelesa» I will give your Ex* 
cellency some details respecting this important event, wbichi 
possibly, may bring us to the .end of the war much sooner 
than we had any reason to expect. 

I informed your Excellency, under date of the 1 6th inst 
that Bonaparte, marching from Maubeuge and PhtUppeviliei 
had attacked the Prussian posts on the Sambre, and that, 
after driving them from Charleroi, he had entered that city 
on the 15th. 

On the 16th, the Doke of Wellington ordered his army tt 
assemble on the point of Quatre Bras, where the roadf 
cross from Namur to Kirelle, and from Bnisiels to Cbsr- 
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Wroi ; and he himself proceeded to the tame point at seven 
in the morning. 

On his arrival, he found the Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
with a division of his own army, holding the enemy in check, 
mi the other divisions of the army were collected. * 

By this time, the British division, under General Picton^ 
had arrived, with which the Duke kept up an unequal contest 
with more than 30,009 of the enemy, without losing an inch' 
of ground. The Rritisb Guards, several regiments of infan- 
try, and the Scots brigade, covered themselves with glory 
on this day ; and Lord Wellington told me, on the following 
day, that he never saw bis troops behave better, during the 
number of year^ he had commanded them. 

The French Cuirassiers likewise suffered much on their 
part ; for, confiding in their breast -plates, they approached 
the British squares so near, th^t they killed officers oi the 42d 
regiment with their fiwords { but tho^e valiant men, without 
flinching, kept op so strong a ftre, that the whole ground was 
covered with the Cuirassiers and their horses. 

In the meantime, the troops kept coming up ; and the 
night put an end to the contest io this quarter. 

During this time, Bonaparte was Bghtiug, with the remain* 
der of his forces, against Marshal Blucher, with whom he bad 
commenced a bloody action at five in the aftenioou ; from 
which time, till nine in the evening, he was consUutly re- 
pulsed by the Prussians, with great loss on both sides, But» 
at that moment, he made his cavalry charge with so much 
vigoQr, that they broke the Prussian line of infantry, and in- 
troduced disorder and confusion throughout, 

Whether it was that Bonaparte did net perceive this inci- 
dent, or that he had experienced a great losf^ ; or, what is 
more probable, that Marshal Blucher had re-estabhihed the 
battle^ the fact is, that he derived no advantage whatever 
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Irom thii Accident, and that be left him quiet doriai the 
whole of the atght of the 1 6th. 

Lord WeUmgton, who, by the morning of the l7Ui,had 
collected the whole of hit army in the position of Quatra 
Brai, was combining his measures to attack the enemy, wbeQ 
be received a dispatch from Marshal Blucher« participating 
to him the events of the preceding day, together with the in- 
ddent that had snatched the victory out of bis bands; adding, 
that the loss he had experienced was of such a nature, that 
he was forced to iretre^tto Wavre, on our left, where the 
corps of Bolow would unite with him, and that on the 19th 
be would be ready for any thing he might wish io undertake. 

In consequence of this. Lord Wellington was obliged im* 
mediately to retreat, and this he effected in such a manoer, 
tiiat the enemy did not dare to interrupt him in it. He took 
up a position on Braine-le-Leud» in front of the great wood 
of Soignfo, as he had previously determined, and placed bii 
bead quarters in Waterloo. 

I joined the army on that morning, though I had received 
no orders to that effect, because I believed that I should thus 
best serve his Majesty, and at the same time fulfil youc 
Excellency's directions } and this determination has afforded 
me the satisfaction, of having been present at the mostiai- 
portant battle that has been fought for many centuriesi io 
its consequences, its duration, and the talents of the cfaiefr 
who commanded on both sides, and because the peace of 
the world, and the future security of all Europe, may be said 
to have depended on its. result. 

The position occupied by his lordship was very good ; bat 
towards the centre, it had various weak points, which reqoii;- 
ed good troops to guard them, and much science and skill op 
the part of the general in chief. These qualifications were, 
however, to be found in abuudance in the British troops md 
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tbeir illtistrious commander ; and, it may be asserted, with- 
out offence to any cue, that to them both belongs the chief 
part, or all the glory of this memorable day* 

On tbe right of the position, and a little in advance, was a 
country house, the importance of which Lord Wellington ' 
quickly perceived, because, without it, tbe position could 
not be attacked on that side, and it might therefore be con* 
siderrd as its key. 

The Duke confided this important point to three compa- 
nies of the English guards under the command of Lord Sal- 
tonn, and laboured, during the night of the l'7tb, in fortify- 
ing it as well as possible, covering its garden, and a wood ' 
{ -which served as its park, with Nassau troops, as sharp-sboot« 
ers. 

At half-past ten, a movement was observed in the enemy's 
Vine, and many officers were seen coming from an' going to a 
particular point, where there was a very considerable corps 
of infantry, which we afterwards understood to be the Im- ' 
perial guard : here was Bonaparte in person, ami frt^m this 
point issued all the orders. In the mean time, the enemy's 
masses were forming, and every thing announced thfi ap- 
proaching combat, which began at half-past eleven, the ene« 
my attacking desperately with one of h\» corps, and, with his 
usual shouts, the country house on the right. 

The Nassau troops found it necessary to abandon their 
post ; but the enemy met such resistance in the house, that, 
though they surrounded it on three sides, and attacked it 
most desperately, tbey were compelled to desist from their 
enterprise, 4eaving a great number of killed and wounded on' 
the spot. Lord Wellington sent fresh English troops, who 
recovered the wood and garden^ and the combat ceased, for 
ibe present, on this side. 



ltd 



SPANISH ACCOUNT. 



Thn enemy then opened a horrible &re of artntery ^ib 
more than 200 pieces, under cover of which Bonaparte made 
a general attack, from the ceutre to the right, with iufaotry 
and cavalry, in such numbers, that it required aU the akill 
of' his lordship to post his troops, and all the good qualities 
of I he tatter, to resist the attack. 

General I^icton, who was witli his diyision on the road from 
Brussels to Charleroi, advanced with the bayonet to receifje 
them ; but was unfortunately killed at the moment when the 
eOemy, i^ppalied by the attitude of this divistoh, fired, and 
then fled. 

the English life Guards then charged with the greatest 
rigour, and the 49th and l05th French regiments lost their 
respective eagles in this charge, together with from 2 to 3000 
prisoners. A column of cavalry, at whose head were the cui- 
rassiers, advanced to charge the life guards, and thus gave . 
their infantry, but the guaixls received them with the great* 
•St valour, and the most sanguinary cavalry figh^ perhaps, 
ever witnessed, was the consequence. 

The French cuirassiers were completely beaten, in spite 
of their cuirasses, by troops yho had nothing of the sort, and 
lost oue of their eagles in this conflict, which was taken by 
the heavy English cavalry, called the Royals, 

About this time, accounts came that the Prussian oorps of 
Bulow had arrived at St. Lamberti and that Prince Blucher, 
with the other, under the command of General Thiefmaa 
(Ztethen) was advancing, with all haste, to take part in the 
combat, leaving the other two in Wavre, which had suffered 
80 much in the battle of the I6th, in Fleurua* The arrival 
of these troops was so much the more necessary, iu cons^ 
quence of the forces of the enemy being more than triple, 
and our loss having been horrid during an unequal combat. 
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Irom half past eleven io the.morpiDg, till 0ye in the after- 
noon* 

BQiiaparte> who did i^ot believe them to be so near, and 
who reckoped upon destroying Lord Wellington before thfiir 
anrival, perceived that be had fruitlessly lost more than fiv.e 
hours* and that ip the critical position in which he would 
soon be placed, there remained no other resour(;e bntthatpf 
despera^y attackif^ the weak part of the English position, 
andthuSf ifpossible/beat the Duke before his right was turn- 
ed, and attacked by the Prussians. 

Henceforward, therefore, the whole was a repetition 9f|d> 
tacks by cavalry and infanty, supported by inore than 30(X 
pieces of artillery, Which unfortunately mf de horrible rp- 
vagies in our line, and killed and woynded officers^ artillerists, 
and horses, in the weakest part of the position* 

The enemy, awfjre of this destruction, ma,de a charp^e with 
the whole cavalry of b^s guard, ^hich took some pieces of 
cannon that could pot be withdrawn ; but the Duke, who 
was at this ^int, charged them with t^ee battaiions of 
Epglish and three of Brunswicker^, and compelled tl^^m in 
a jnomept to abandon the artillery, though we ^were unable 
to withdraw them for want of horses ; nor did they dare to 
advance to recover them* 

At last, about seven in the evening, B9naparte m^de a 
last effort, and putting himself at the heafl of his guards, 
attacked the above point of the English position with such 
vigour,'.>hat he drove back the Brunswickers who occup^d 
part of iti and, for a moment, the victory was undecided, 
and even more than doubtful* 

The D^ke, who f^lt that the moment was most critical, 
spoke to the Brunswick troops with that ascendancy which 
every great man possef ^S| m^de them return to tjie c^arj^e. 
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wad, putting himself »t their head, again restcr&d the com- 
bat, exposing himself to every kind of personal danger. 

Fortunately, at this moment, he perceived the fire cf 
Marshal Blncher, who was attacking the enemy's right with 
his usual impetuosity ; and the moment of decisive attack 
being come, the Duke put himself at the head of the English 
Foot Guards, s oke a few words to them, which were re- 
' ptied to by a general hurrah, and his Grace himself leadmg 
them on with his hat, they marched at the point of the 
bayonet, to come to close action with the Imperial Guard. 
But the latter began a retreat, which was soon conrerted 
into flight, and the most complete rout ever witnessed by mi- 
litary men. Entire columns, throwing down their arms and 
cartouch'boxes, in order to escape the better, abaudoned 
the spot ou which they had been formed, where we took 
' pos!$ession of 150 pieces of caooon. l^he rout at Vittoiia 
was not comparable to this, and it only resembles it, ioas- 
much as, on both occasions, they lost all the traian:sf artille- 
ry and stores of the army, as well as all the baggage. 

The i)uke followed the enemy as far as Genappe, where 
he found the respectable Blucher, and both embraced in 
the most cordial manner, on the -royal road of Charlerm; 
but fiuding himsj^lf in the same point as the Frnssians» and 
that his army stood in need of rest after so dreadful a strag- 
gle, he left to Blucher the charge of following up the enemy, 
who swore that he would not leave them a moment of rest 
This he is now domg, and yesterday, at noon, he had realcfa- 
ed Charleroi, firom whence at night, he intended to proceed 
on after them. 

This is, in substance, what has happened on this memors- 
Ue day ; but the consequeiices of this «vettt ar« too visible 
for me to detain myself in stating them. 
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Bonaptftet aMtottmnf «i his wurped thrown Kitteiit 
ity and wikbont troopt ti»r«orttit bis armies, has re. 
so mortal a blow, thtl» afloordiuf to the report of tba 
piisoBers, ao alber retoaree is left him« ** than to cut his 



For tius reasoDi thcj sajTv they never saw him expose hit 
somuchy and that he seemed lo seek death, in order 
to siinrive a defeat fraught with such fistal oousequencea 
to himu 

I told your Exeelleuey, under data of the 16th, that hit 
tftaaesatrfe appeared to me extremely daring beibre such 
geoerals as Blucher and the Dohe 3 the event has folly jus* 
tified my predictkNk Ferjtbis reasooy I conceive, that hit 
Executing it has arisea firom nothiag eke than despevation* 
at the appearance of the enormous tfoops about to attack. 
him an all quarters of Franiee» and in order to give one 
ef his cnstoonry blows before the fiossiaas aad Aostriana 
eame upw 

His ttilitaty repntati«in is lost for ever^ and, ea this ooea^ 
aion, there is no treason on the part of the Allies, nor bridget 
blown op before their time, oa siiiob to throw the blame; 
all the shame will foil upon himSeUl 

Nttmorieal superiority, saperiority of artillery, all was ui 
liis favour) and his having commenced the attack, proves 
llitt he had suftoitM Qisans to ezeeota it» 
: Itt short, this taKsmaa, which, lika a charui, had eachanW 
4fdFreaeh military aien, has been dathed to pieces on thit 
oceafloft Bonaparte has forever lost his reputation of 
being invincible 1 and, henceforward, this reputation wiU 
lie pl«serv€d by an honoarable man, who, for from employ- 
in^ this glorietis title hfr disturbing and enslaviiy Surepe. 
irill eoftvert itiuto a»i«strhnei^Qf herfeti<a»ty, and myi^ 
ouring for her that peace she «o much requires. 
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' Thekftf of the British it horrid, and of those who werebf 
the side of the Duke, he and myself oiooe, renuiQed; oii<* 
touched in our persons add horsey. 

* The Dttke of Braoswick was killed on the ISlh* and tbe 
i^rince of Orange and his cousin, the Prince of Nassau, aid? 
de-camp to the Duke'of Weiliogtoo, received two balls. The 
|*rir ce of'Orauge diKtineroished himself extremely ; but, un« 
Ibrtonateiy, although his woaod is not daogerous, it Will de« 
prive the army of his important services for some timei and 
^sibly be may lose the use of bis left arm* ' 
' Lord Uxbridge* general of cavalryt received a wound st 
the close of tht* action, which made the amputatk»}.p{ bit 
right leg necessary $ an irreparable lo»i« for it would be. dif- 
'"ficuttto find another diief to lead on the cavalry*, with tint 
game conirage and skilL 

The Duke was unable to refrain from shedding jteais, on 
Witnessmg the death of so many brave and honourable .men, 
and the loss of so many friends and faithful compan)ons,.and 
Aothing but the importance of the triumph can compensate 
so considerable a loss. 

' This morning he' has proceeded on to Kivelles^ and to* 
morrow he will advance to Moos, from whence he will im- 
ibediately enter Praiiee» ' The o(qfK>rtiinity cannot l^.betier. 

I cannot close this dispatch without statihg to your Excel- 
lency, for the information of hisi Majestyt that Capt. Don 
IQ'icbolas de Minuissir, of Doyle's regiment, and of whoqi I J 
before spoke to your Excellency, as well as of his destiisation 
in the army, conducted himself yesterday with the .greatest 
i^lour and steadiness-; having been woundfd when thelfaw- 
tiao troops were driven firom the garden, he rallied. thefi and 
made them return to their post. Daring the action, ^e bid 
nlnrie wounded vnderhiiii, and by hit fintmr flondnc^ tf 
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well as by tbit cf tbit day> lie ig worthy Of recel^ng fibitt 
his Majesty a proof of his satitAictiOD. y 

' This offi<'er is well known in the war^offiee, as well^ atf to 
Gen. Don Josef de Zayas, wtlD has duly appreciated 'his 
merits. ' ? 

God presenre yonr Excellency many y^ars* &c. &.c. ' 

(Signed) MIGUEL de ALAViL 

Brussels, ^iOtk of June, IS15, 

To bis £x<ielieBcy, Bon Pedro Cevallos» fcc. &c. ( 

• ' .  

P. SL The number of prisoners cannot be sUted, for they 

mre biioging in great uombers evejry moment. There are 

many generals among the prisoners ; among whom are th^ 

Oottnt de Lbbau, aid-decamp to Boaapartey^and Cambcone^ 

wbo-accompaniied him to Elba. 
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FRENCH OFFICIAL DETAIL OF THE BATTLES 
WITH THE PRUSSIANS AND ENGLISH. WITH 

KEY'S OBSERVATIONS. 

•   X 

BATTLB OF L16NY-UNDER-FLEURU3. 

Paritt June fll. 

On the morning of the 16th the army occupied the follow^ 
ing position : ^ ^ 

The left wing, commanded by the Marshal Duke of Elchin^ 
gen, and consisting of the 1st and 9d corps of infantry, and 
the 2d of cavalry, occupied the positions of Prasne. ' 

 The right wing,-* commanded by Marshal Grouchy, and 
eomjrased of thedd-and 4fh corps of infantry, and the 'dd 
oorps of ca?alry, occupied the heights in rear of Fleurus. ' 
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mis BaMfot^ iMiil'imiiteii mvB lU Chiihi'mL < i K a f 
the InfMml OoMd ««dl tbt ««h 



«fSth hM icieiTe. 

•ne> €•!«■■• of Manbal Ow M hy ^iag is «ani% pt^ 

oeived* after baviiig pttMcd Fleunity the amny's armsr, coa* 

bi«mM i»y Fieid Manhsl Blucbir* ttwmpfmg wtSx Sit Ml 

tlMbeiglito.ofti»iMiiof AMt^y thtvlkgeoTSomlMftCHi 

extending its caTaiiy a gfesl way forward on the rand to Na- 

«MMr; its righiwss «t St. Anmndy and oe enp ie d Ihail iirga 

^village in great foroe* kaving telove kmrmink 

Hi pesitioo. 

The Bnpeior liisnnnihrsd Iho atosng* andtitt 

of thfi taemj, and reaoWed toattaok JnMWfdialriy^ il^hn^ 

came necessary to change firont» the right in advance, and 

ysvoting upon Pleanifl» 

General Vandamme marched upon St Amand> fieneal 
Gerard .opoi^ Itigny^ i^nd Marshal Grouc1|y upon 3oa|tbr4 
The 4th diTisioo of the 8d corps, commanded by Genend 
Oirard, nwrched in teserve behind Ihe corpt e f ' C enef a l ▼hn» 
damme. The guard was drawn n|> as. liieteiglita of Ffea- 
ws^ as well %s the cairassiecs of General Milbaud. 

At three 'm the afbepioon, these dikpofiitioiis were finishel. 
ThedmaioM of General LefoU loroiiag pari of the corps of 
fion^faiyandanuae, w a p fit g i mm^w^ *p^ ■»Mo itfdff^wpt- 
ter of St, Amend, whence it drove out the enemj at. Mm foipl 
«f the bayonfst It^ept iMgNAiDddiMaittthcwb^^sdtlpiiifn- 
gigencvt, at the Imial^croond aodstecyileof^Aipa^i^JM 
that village, wbif:lpk i% vany eiftenfive, was Mia ll^i^ttce.^ e «p* 
««s combats during the eveoHv i ^ whol^ ooQi%af Gaq^ 
l^aadavime wae there, (f Ofi^j a^ <ha Oiwy <h€|Ba fimglit 
hiqmidq^^leAi)^. . 
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irilih Its accustomed ▼tlour. Ttin rm p mi twm koftm wtm 

0» Ibe rights 6e«Bi*l Qmrd came iDt» mImr with tiw 
itbaiwfyj* Ike tiUaga ^f Ligtif, «rl|ieli was tafctoaadB*- 



. . MumhA^matkf^ am fim ttAtmom riglil, and Umenk Pfeb 
jdl tM«^ at tlic viltofs o€ SonHiteL Tbe e n si y sl i oi wa d 
ftoM M I* 90,000 ttsii, aad a fseat avMNr of WBtMia. 
; iMwmn o^dBOkiRMPeMiinsMMS af mil the viUa^it sttaalt 
«a tb« tiM* of the MriM» wkipkcoMMttbe raeoi^'k pciM>. 
tssD ; but Iw still •ooupMI, wHb lAl hts vimsw^ tlM> lM%Ml 
trfthemiHof I IIMUJ. 

Tte Emperor i«tiinied iritii hb g*afd «•> tiie Tillage ef 
liiKiqr $ Ooaeial Oirard diteeted Sautfiil PMbsedL to de^ 
boodi with alMit tMrnhied of the fesAnnt, ahnbit all tbi 
%oct>eliayiiig bteDeogagbd ia thaiialli^feb 

^^ battaliom of the goaid debooehed) with filed ba^^ 
vnetSy and behind then, IvurtquadniM of the* gaeids, fbe 
cilifaasien of Cleoeral Delocty those ofCi^ueilililiilhaadt atid 
the grenadiers of the horse guards. Tho oM guard attained 
with cfae bayonet the onettky*a colamiif, wliicllMrei<e o» the 
Mghrti of Bassy, and in a»iAftantoote*ed ttie field of %attl« 
^ith daad. Tbe squadron of tbe gaard atlaeked and hM>ka 
a tquare, and the cakassien repaliad tbe aaeiiiy nf ait '$«. 
Ttetkmn. M half paet oiae o*elo€fc wt bad ibrty pieees of 
tumt&iH Mvefal cefriaget> Mftomns &aid fMrtsonett, and Cte 
enemy sought safety in a precipitate retreat. At tea o^rhM^ 
ifte hmSi&.iKM' daiflhod/ abd im IbuiMl'oeRrntrfli oMMten of 
tbaff^MoriHttttis. 

Cteiwnii-' llMttmr) s^ pmhftn^ - nas: ttftni l^rliofKn Tba 
prnonert assure UB, that Field Manhal Bladier was wound* 

ad 
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0d» The itowMr of tM Pnis»iaii army wu d«0tn>yed in ISiti 
tattle. It» loM could not be leM than 15,000 men. Oaii 
wis 3000 killed md wounded. 

On tbe left, Manhal Ney had marched on Qaatre Bm 
with a division, which cat io pieces an Boglish diYisioD wbidi 
was stationed there; but being attacked by the Prince of 
Orange with 35,000 men, partly English, paztly Hanoverians 
an the pay 6f fingland, be retired upos bis. position at F^asne. 
There a multiplicity of combats took place ; the enemy ob- 
stinately. endeaTouiad to force it, but in vain. The Duke sf 
Blofaingen waited for the 1st corps, which did not arrive bH 
ni^ht ; he confined himself to maintaining his position. Io 
a sijuare attacked by the 8th regiment of cuirassiers, the co* 
lours of the 69th regiment of English infantry fell into oor 
hands. The Duke of Brunswick was killed. The Prince of 
Orange has been wounded. We are assured that the enem^ 
had many personages and generals of note killed or wound- 
ed ; we estimated the loss of the English at from 4 to 5000 
men ; ours on this side was very considerable, it amouiitBto 
4200 killed or wounded. ,The combat ended with the ap- 
proach of night Lord Wellington then evacuated Quatre 
Bras, and proceeded to Genappe. 

In the morning of the 17th, the Emperor repaired to 
4^atre Bras, whence he marched to attack the English 
. army : he drove it to the entrance of the fotest of Soigoes 
' with the left wing and the reserve* The, right wing advanced 
by Sombref, in pursuit of Field Marshal Blucher, who was 
go^ug towards Wavre, where he appeared to wish to take a 
position. 

At ten o'clock in the evening, the English army occopied 
Mount St Jean with its centre, and was in position before 
the fofest of Soignet : itwiould have required three boors 
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to attack it ; we were therefore obliged to postpone it till the . 
next day. 

The head quarters of the Emperor were established at 
t^e farm of Oailloa, near Plaacheouit. The rain feU in tor- • 
rents. :. Thus, on the l6th, the left wing, the right, and the 
reserve, were equally engaged, at a distance of about tws . 
leai^aei* 

BATTLE OP MOUNT ST. JEAK. 

At nine in the morning, the rain having somewhat abated, 
the 1st corps put itself in motion, and placed itsfrif with the 
left, on the road to Brussels, and opposite the village of 
Idount St Jean, which appeared the centre of the enemy's- 
position. The 2d corps leaned its right upon the road to 
Brussels, and its left upon a small wood, within cannon shot 
of the English aittiy. The cuirassier^ were m reserve be*i 
hind, and the guards in reserve upon the heights. Th^ 6tii, 
eorps» with the cavalry' of General D'Aumont under the 
order of Count Lobau, was destined to proceed in rear of 
our right to oppose a Prussian corps, which appeared to 
have escaped Marshal Qrouchy, and to inteod to fall upon. 
our right flank, an intention which had been made known to 
US by our reports, and by the letter of a Prussian general, 
inclosing an order of battle, and which was taken by our light 
troops. . 

The troops were full of ardour. We estimated the force 
of the English army at $0,000 men. We supposed that the 
Prussian corps, which might be in line towards the right,, 
might be 15,000 men.' The enemy's foFce, then, was up- 
wards of 90,000 men, ouirs less numerous. 

At noon, all the preparations being terminated. Prince 
Jerome, commanding a division of the secovd corps, and 

1 4 
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: to (brm the eatrtuic iMift^ of k, ■dvaaced n^nt Ite 
vood of which tho eoemy occupied a part. The 
b«gMi The enemy' soppoftad^ «itk Mpieeai «r 
the troops he hi4 sent to beep the wood* Wo ande alo# 
ott our side dtspoeitiow of artiHefy; At ooo o'clock, Pc 
Jerooie was master of all tho wood* aad the wkolo 
army fell back behind a curtain. Count d'Erlon Umb at^ 
tacked the Tillage of Mount St. Jean, and supported his at- 
tack with 80.|ntoetQf CfumoDa which must bavo-occasioQed 
great loss to the English army. All the efforts were made 
towards fte ridgo. A brigade of Uie 1st division of Coaok 
d'Brlon Cook the Tillage of If ount St. Jemi ; a seeonl Uri« 
g»At was charged by a eorps of English cataify, wfakk oosft- 
akmed it much losk At the tamo monent, a divkiow of Bdig» 
gfish cavalry chatgOd the battory of Count d'Brloo by ill 
rli^t, and disorganised ioversi ppOoes i but liic coirasaiecs of 
eeneral MiHuuid ehatgod that division, thvee icfimfenla of 
iflUch were broken and cut up. 

It «as three is the aAerMow. The Brnpeior mada lis* 
gaatd adtanee to plaee ii in Ao plain upon the grmtrnk 
iftiellthe Snt corps had oecttpvod attbe owiaetof the bttttit » 
tHls oorps being already in advanee. Tho iVusaiaQ dtvisim^ 
nlMie dMrement had been iDtesoan, then csgAged with th» 
Mlfii^ tMops of Cochit Lobaa, spreading ils ire upon om 
HMe right flank. It was expediont, boforewideftakiHg any 
tiwng elsewhere, to wait for the event of this attack. HcweOi 
all the means In reserve were ready to soceour Oooot !«• 
toao, attd ovenrhehtt the Pfutslan eoipt when itrimsli bw 
advanced. 

This done* th6 Bmperor had the dstiga of leadins am «b« 
tack upon the village of Moniit fit. Joany from whifchww ask* 
pMtoddecisito iiioDem ; but, by a movemeot of iaspatioMe 
so Uro^uifBt la wor militaly nwds> nn^whioh htalbii^h»a> 
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w fatal U QSy the cavalry of reserve having perceived a re* 
trograde movement made by the English to shelter them* 
eelves from our batteries, from which they suffered so much, . 
ctoirned the heights of Mont Su Jean, and charged the ia- 
ikqtry. This movement, which, made in time, and support- , 
ed by the reserves, must have decided the day, made in an . 
isolated manner, and before affairs on the right were termi* 
nated, became fatal. . 

Having no means of countermanding it, the enemy show- , 
ing many masses of cavalry and infantry, and our two divi* 
sions of cuirassiers being engaged, all our cavalry raa at the 
same moment to support their comrades. There, for three 
hoim numerous charges were made, which enabled us to 
penetrate several squares, and to take six standards of the 
light infantry, an advantage out of proportion with the loss 
which our cavalry experienced by the grape shot and mus* 
ket-firtng. It was impossible to dispose of our reserves of in* 
fantry until we had repulsed the flank attack of the Prussian 
€orp6. This attack always prolonged itself perpendicularly 
upon our right flank. The Emperor sent thither General 
Duhesme with the young guard, and several batteries of re* 
serve. The enemy was k<>pt in check, repulsed, and fell 
back — he had exhausted his forces, and we had nothing more 
to fear. It was this moment that was indicated for an attack 
upon the centre of the enemy. As the cuirassiers suffered 
by the grape-shot, we sent four battalions of the middle 
f^uard to protect the cuirassiers, keep the position, and, if 
possible, disengage and draw back into the plam a part of 
our cavalry. 

Two other battalions were sent to keep themselves en pa- . 
fence upon the extreme left of the division, which had ma- 
noeuvred upon our flanks, in order not to have any uneasi- 
ness on that side— the rest was disposed m reserve, partte 
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•oeftpj iiiejMMlet in rear of Mount 8t Jen, pttiwpmtki^ 
ridge in retr of the fleld of battle, irhieh (brmed ew parilllMI 
of retreat* 

In this itAte of aSkin, the battle was gained ; we oticMp M 
all the positions, whidi the enemy ooenpied at the outset of' 
the battle : our cavalry baTJog been tsosocm and HI eaploywi 
ctff we could no longer hope for decisive success ; but Mar- 
shal Grouchy having learned the movement of the ffm snl sin 
corps, nmiclied upon the rear of that corps, which insured nt 
a signal success lornesd day. After eight boors fim anfl 
chniges of. infsntry and cavalry, all the aratiy saw with joy 
the battle gained, and the ftvid of battle in our power. 

At half after eight o'clock, the four battalions of the miMte 
gnard, who had been sent to the ridge on the other side of 
Mount St. Xeao, in order to support the cnirassieis, beiBg 
greatly annoyed by the grape shot, endeavoured to carry the 
batteries with the bayonet At the end of the day, a chazgn 
directed against their flank, by several English sqaadrons» 
put them in disorder. The ftigitives recrosed th« ravme. 8e« 
veral regiments, near at band, seeing some troops bdoo^ing 
^to the guard in confusion, believed it #as the old guard, mod 
in consequence were thrown into disorder. Cries xA aii it 
loii^ the guard it itHven back, were heard on every side. An 
soldiers pretend even that on many points ill-diqposed per* 
sons cried out, tame ^ peuU However this may be, a com* 
plete panic at once sprvad itself throughout the whole fic4d 
of battle, and they threw themselves in the greatest disorder 
•n the Ime of common ication ; soldiers, cannoneers, caissoM, 
all pressed to this point ; the old guard, which was in re s erve^ 
wis infected, and was itself borried along. 

In ah instant, the whole army was nothing hot a niasa of 
oonfusioh ; all the soldiers, of aH arms, were mixed piU-mSe^ 
and it was utterly impo^iible to rally a stogie' coipss. The 
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cjieoij^ who perceived this astonisbrng conAisk>fi» imme* 
diatel^ attacked with their caralry, and increased the dis<- 
order» and such was the coDfasioD» owing to night comiog 
€mt tiiat it was impossible to rally the troops, and point out 
to them their error. Thus a battle terminated, a day of false 
lOftnipnwes rectified, the greatest success insured (br the 
iieaU day,— all was lost by a moment of panic tenor. Even 
like squadrons of tervke, drawn up by the side of the fimpe- 
vQr» were oTerthrown and disorganized by these tumultuons 
wares, and them was then nothing else to be done but to fol* 
low the torrent. The parks of reserve, the baggage which 
had not repassed the Sambre, in short every thing that was 
on the field of battle, remained in the power of the enemy. 
It was impossible to wait for the troops on our right ; every 
«M knows what the bravest army in the world is when thut 
mixed and thrown into oonfosion, a|id when its organizafioB 
BO longer exists. 

The Bmpeffor domed Iks Smbre «tCharlefoi,.abffe 
«Pe)ock in die morning of the 19th. PhUipp«viUe and Aites^ 
wn hav» been given ae^e pOHits of ra»muoik Prince Je» 
tm; General Meraad* and other geaerala have Uieie al* 
nndy rallied a part of the anny. Marshal Qvooehy, with 
Um eorps oa Ihe figbt» it mo/frng en the iiower Samhre. 

Tht last el the enemy must have been very grcatf if we 
■my jndge from thn number of standards we have lalssn 
ipMl thenit ■■d iram the retrograde movements whiieh ha 
made ;— oat'e caanet be calealaied till alUr the tronpashatt 
ItevebeeneeHeeled. Before tbadiiMder broke out, we*)iad 
nkeady eaqperieneed a very eonsideffable kiss, pattiftnlariy 
in aar esfalry, so filtaily» thonigh sn bitively engaged. NqIp- 
vilhstandfttg these ioiees, this brave cavalry constantly kept 
the poiitinn it had laken fimn the Bngfish, and only ahan- 
4miiA it trWft the tnninU nnd disei^er elthe field of bntUn 
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forced it In the midat of the nigbt, and the obstacles which 
encumbered their route, it could not preserve its own organic 
zation* 

The artillery has, as usual, covered itself with glory. The 
carriages belonging to the head-quarters remained in their 
ordinary position ; no retrograde movement being judged ne- 
cessary. In the course of the night they fell into the ene- 
my's hands* 

Such has been the issue of the battle of Mount St. Jean, 
glorious for the French armies, and yet so fatal. 



THE PEINCE OF MOSKWA (MARSHAL NEY) TO HIS? 
EXCELLENCY THE DUKE OF OTRANTO. 

M. LB Due, — The most false and defamatory reports 
have been spreading for «ome days over the public mind, 
upon the conduct which 1 have piirsueH dunng this short 
and unfortunate campaign. The journals have repotted 
those odious calumnies, and appear to lend them credit 
After having fought for twenty^^ve years for my country^ 
after having shed my blood for its glory and independence, 
an attempt is made to accuse me of treason ; an attempt if 
made to mark me put io the people, and the array itself, as 
the author of the disaster it has just experienced. 

I^'orced to break silence, while it is always painfbi to speak 
of oneself, and above all, to answer eaiumnies, I address my* 
self to you, Sir, as the President of the Provisional CovenH 
ment, for the purpose of laying before jou a faithful state* 
ment of the events I have witnessed* On the 11th of June« 
I received an order fh>m the MiDister of War to repfir 
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to the imperial presimce. I hftd oocomniand, '^nd oo infionna- 
iion upon the cooQtposition and strengtkof the army.; Neir 
tHer the Bmperor nor bis Minister bad giren me any pret 
▼iondi bint^ from whtcb I ooukL aatidpate that I should b^ 
employed in the present campaign, I was consequenUy 
taken by surprise, without horses, without aocoutreraents, 
and without money, and I was obliged to borrow the necesr 
aary expenses of my journey* Having arrived on the. l2tb« 
at Iaob, on the 13th at Avesnest and oo the l4th at Beau- 
mout, 1 purchased, iu this last city, two horses from tke 
Oake of Treviso, with which I repaired, on the I5th, t9 
Charleroi, accompanied by my first aid-de-camp, the only 
officer who attended mh, I arrived at the moment whea 
the eaemy, attacked by our troops^ was retreating upoo 
PLeunis and Crosselies; 

The Emperor ordered me. immediately to put myself at 
the head of the Ist and 3d corps of infantry, comnoanded by 
Laeatenant Generals d'Krlon and Reille, of the divisions of 
light cavahry of X^ieuteoant General Piue, of the division of 
light cavalry of the guard uuder the command of Lieute^ 
naot Generals Lefebvre Desnouettes and Colbert, and of two 
divisions of cavalry of the Count Valmy, forming,, iu all, 
cight^divisions of infantry* and four of cavalry. With these 
troopBf a part of which only 1 bad as yet under my imme^ 
diate command, I pursued the enemy, and forced him to 
evacuate Gosselies, Frasnes» Millet, Heppegoies. There 
they took up a position for the night, with the exception of 
the 1st corps, which was stiU at Marchiennes, and which did 
uot join me till the* following day. 

On the 16th I received orders to attack the English ia 
their position ,at Quatre Bras. We advanced towards the 
enemy with an enthusiasm difficult to be described* No- 
tfaiiig resisted our inpetuosity. The battle became general. 
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tiMd IiiArade4«>oiil6rtipilietniko>rpi«riiiAuiti7»«kwll 
bftd'bera left ^ Mtt ift retenr* it Ar4nm, tleifMB thtttli* 
Btnperor btA dhpoUBJ «f it iHttioiit advcftiiig *« -of Hm 
dfeumitaflee, m wieli mt of die i l fiwiH i of 9vrmt «r MM'' 
■eeoMfl corps, oa frarpose to 4ii«ek tlMUi vpoa St* kmt/Ut^ 
WBod to ftteiigtlieii faif leR "win^f wliMi Ww vjgMVHisljr w* ' 
gftged with the Prmtiiiiii. f h« ihoek «rMoli thif' ii in W% t— l i ' 
fiiTe me, coBfotmAed ise* M^viacr 'ne longer trader m» mqM ' 
tHaa three dfYisione, iniiewl of ite eight upon ^\dk I eali* 
Neoleted, I was obliged to reneaace the hopcv of vietot^^* 
aadv lit spHe 'off M-mf eflWts* io spito ettlieiHIiepidity swi 
derotiOD of nytfoeps, my atanost efibito after ttast-coaNf 
«Rly numtam aie to my povilMi till tlie clbte of llw dary. 
About mae o*clock» the first corps waa aeiit aw by tfia 
Cnipefor, to wiuiiii it had beea of ooeervicei Thos tiaeaty* 
ftve or thirty thoasaad men weve, 1 m«y §af, -pMalaed^ and 
Stone idly paraded daring the winie of tile battle Itoii Hib 
right to the left, and tiie Mt to the figltt^ ^tboat flrnig* 
anec* 

' It is irapossiblelbr'me, 9hr» Ml to ameil yttttra ft e ti ai 
Ibr * mootent opoa tfaesb details, ih older to being betfbae 
^roBf riew ali-the eenseqnetacesaf tibia ^dse movomcait, aady 
in general, of the b«sl arfattg^ments dwkig the «bala«f Ite 
aay; By what fiitality, Ibr example, did- tbe Bmperar, ii^ 
atead of leading all hie forces agamai Lord Welfhigto*, vim 
inoahi faaea been attacked anafMrca, and «o«M not Iim« 
eesiitod. consider this attack as seeondary f ^ ftmrdid tte 
Emperor, after the passage Hdf tbe 9m m kk0 i ceneevee itpoas^ 
fete to fight t«N>lwUl«B«bHlie same'dvf f it wae to>o|nioia 
Ibrces doable etna, and* to d#wliac nrillt^fy^nie* «phD^WN% 
•fChesees of it ean aca^cely yat^oawpireiMril. Ihstoaid 0Md% 
Aad ha left atbi^ •# abservMiow to^Mtteb 4ba 
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mmd vwadM wink buwmA^imnfvik mmaeBM innwitt m»t: 
the Boglifh «nny had.undoubledly been diijwoyed he tw ee ii 
%«ittUe Bn« «9(l ISettappOT } mmA Hiit fiesiioii, irbieli M|ia« 
vatod tiie two allitd tnaie^i being o«oe in •■» poip«r» would 
b^i^e opened for Iho Snpefer an onxwtnnii^ of i 
to tjb» fight of the Flrageintt% «nd of ^mahiiig tiMM in 
turn* The genenl npinieo in Fiinncc^ and otpeciallf in ikft 
mamyt va^ tiut Iba Emp^aar would have befll hii whole w$» 
iwria to nnBihilate4bi| the Bnglith annj i and OKUBitancet 
were fryeufable for the accompiishment of such a pngettt a 
h«i fate^ndeved othuniriat. 

Oe the 17th, thonaaqF iMitthed ift tedjaae^oeol iioiuvt 



<lii«lialMi».iheh«tfehe«tfn atoneQ>ch«:k»and1hauite 
%nlfetin,whiQhditaihiit» ■nfceano Mei^mn bf »b» it In 
Bllfc wtmamrif for ne to flaanlini^ that I vnaengagM inhk* 
4ieat«wa[t Oanevat Gaunt %nuat hta aiiiandy ipQfceo-ai 
mtJt hnMl% tothb Iknaeef iPean^ Hia oniBatiMi ii eaeoi 
MteywMilhaexcaipftkhi ef adna napanam ihata whidi iMi 
ilea paiaadorer in lihiiciib or «f ainah ha waa igaeM«i» and 
^riUeh^Hisaww v^iMy. to4*ainre. Ahaut aaaali efaftnclthi 
«ieaeeaing. altoctha mMt drightfil caaaagn«bidi.lhawe 

apvidp Hnumi»qenaa<a Lahndoyaie caiifrte. ma with a 

aage liiaie thfr Eaperar^ thai Maiahal Chwudhy had. 

ee net nghlf, aid atto<jhBd the leftod Ifaa SngUib and 9tmm 

aianaMMtad* Thii4dcneaal0Aoni,inaidtag'eioBt4helhMaK 
apmad thia mtattigaHoa aaMng theaoldiac% whoia aoniMge 
egd dnvtiiii iwrnetoad nnihAaa* ahd. win gera eeelpaodh 
efthani at that momant* ip spila of Hia Ihligaa which thay 
tfsparieneed^ hiiniiiiiliaialy aitoi^aihat iMa my hutonMN 
neiit, I aheald ntbei aay indigpiatian, ehan i kamnd^ thiM 
^for $ma ifnvihnl gaauchy having annrad to nUp po t i 
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ftftjr thfmiand Praniaiit attacked oar extreme right, and 
Ibroed it to retire! 

Whether the Bonperor wai deceived with regard to the 
time when the Marshal eoald tupport him, or whether the 
marchof the- Marshal was retarded hy the efforts of the 
enemy* longer than was calculated iipon, the fact is, that at 
the: moment when his arrival was Announced to us, he 
was only at Wavre upon the Dyle,' which to us was the 
same as if he had been a hundred leagues itom the field of 
Battle. • 

A short time afterwards, I saw four regiments of the 
middle goard, condooted 1>y the Emperor, arriving. With 
these troops, he wished to renew the attack, and to penetrate 
the 'centre of the' enem)r. He ordered me to lead them 
on f generals, oficcrs, and soldiers all displayed the greatest 
intrepidity ; but this body of troops was too weak to resist, 
fnr a long time, the- forces opposed to it by the enemy, and 
it was soon necessary to renounce the hop^ which this 
attack had, for a few moments, inspired. <pieneral Friaat 
had been strack with a ball by my side, and i myself had 
my! horse killed, and fell under it. The brave men whs 
will tetum from this terrible battle will, I hope, do me the 
justice to say, that they saw me on foot with sword in hand 
during the whole of the evening, and that I only quitted 
the scene of camKge among the last, and at the momeot 
when retreat' could no longer be prevented^ At the same 
time, the Prussians continued their offensive movements, and 
our right sensibly retired ; the English advanced in their toriL 
There remained to us still four squares of the Old Guard to 
protect the retreat ' These brave grenadiers, the choice of 
the army, (breed suocessively to retire^ yielded ground foot 
hy foot, till overwhelmed by numbers, they were almost ei^^ 
iMyimnihilated. From that moment^ a retrograde raovov 
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ment was declared, and the army formed nothing but a 
confused mass. . There was cot however, a tqtaKrout, nor 
tbe cry of sauve qui feut^ as has been <;alumnioasly slated 
in the bulletin. As for myself, constantly in the reac-guard, 
which L followed on foot, having all my horses. killed, ^om 
out with fatigue, covered wjth contusions, ■, and having no 
longer strength to march, I owe my life to a corporal who 
supported me on the road, and did not abaqd^m me during 
the retreat. At eleven at night I found Liei'ttinant General 
Lefebvre Desnouettes ; and one of his officers. Major Schmidt, 
had the generosity to give me the only horse that remained 
to him. In this manner I arrived at Mar(?bienne«au-pont 
at four o'clock in the morning, alune, wiihout any officers 
of my staff, ignorant ijf what had become of the Emperory 
who, before the end of the battle, bad entirely disappear- 
ed, and who, I was allowed to believe, might be either 
Itilled or taken prisoner. General Pamph»te Lacroix* chief 
of the staff of the second corps, whom I found in this city^ 
iiaviog told. me that the Emperor was at Cbarleroi, I was led 
to suppose that his Majesty was going to put himself at tba 
head of Marshal Grouchy's corps, to cover tbe Sambre., and 
■to facilitate to the troops the means of rallying towards Aves- 
aes, and, with this persuasion, I went to Beaumont; but 
pairties of cavalry following on too near, and having already 
intercepted the roads of Maubeuge and Philipp>vilU, I bo- 
came sensible of the total in^wssibility of arrestij^ga single 
soldier on that point to. oppose the progress of the victorious 
>«nemy. I continued my march upon Avesnes, where I could 
obtain no intelligence of what bad become of the Emperor. 

In this state^of matters, .hju^ing no knowledge of his Ma- 
jesty nor of the Major-General, confusion increasing every 
moment, and, with the exception of some fragments of regi- 
i&ents of the guard and of the Une^ f very one following h^ 



100 wammm macmnn^ 

•m inriiMitkink I AilerwiMd kttntdMitely to 9# to Parii by 
8t QveiitiB» to ditoloM^ m qwokly at poMible^ the tim 
•toto of aAOn to ttoMiaiiterorWar, tkat k» niglit mm^ 
to th« trttgr fooM frtok «nMpi» «ai toiw toe iuMtiirM wbicli 
tiwaMttaiicto r adeifi iiiienwiy. At aqr amf «l at Baai^ 
$tU tliret laafow Ami Vu^ I taamad thai the Wanri uf 
had p mmA Ibere a* Me aNslock to toe iieiininf 
Sttcfa, M. le Dto^ fie a tortoiy «f toe calMUton can* 

ITaw f atk toaM «lM kiivie i«i?iviBi tlut llae aB4 muBcnMi 

afttqr^ liow I ca^ ba aeeutatf of tbe ^JMMttn of wtocb k bai 

bean the trietto^ aad af wbicb yonr miUtory annals ftnniih 

no eaample. I b^ve; it it seid» betrayed my coqntry^^I who» 

to Mtve it, batre ihiMni a leal which I patfaapa hai^ carrieil 

to an e«tfmt«gaMk height e bot thie calntony it sap pe tt ei ly 

ne toet, by no eire aftittoacew But hew can these odions re- 

iwtts, mhkk spnad with f^r^fal rapidity, ba arrested ? If, 

in the researdies wbieh I oonid mahc en this eobject, I did 

not fear ahttosl ae mnch to dl«pvef ae to be ignorant of the 

trnto, f wevM sagr» the! all was a tendency to oo n vinca that 

I hwre beettunwovthily daeaivedt and that it u attempted to 

cover* wito the pretenett of tfoasen, the IbnHe aad extewnm- 

ganoietof this eattpaign; fatilts which have not been a^mar- 

ad in toe bnttetins that h*i% a pp en r ed, and against wbielb I 

hi vnto Misad thai voice of tmto whi^ 1 wiM yet eanse to 

faeoniid hi^tbe flooia el I^eenk 1 enpeeti ftom the aandoor 

of yonr B!neileney« aad from yettr todolgenee to aac* that- 

yoQwileaoBctoiftloltorto behioettodto theJoamaly and 

^fe It tho greatoit possible pnbNeily. 

M AISHAL PmUCI OP MOMWA. 

Bri#, Jmw t^, 1815. 
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